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         July 
Stephen writes……. 

Later this summer we celebrate in Alfriston the return of men from the First World War 
one hundred years ago. The return or ‘Homecoming’ was celebrated at the time with a 
special meal at The Star Inn. The event, as well as the menu, came to light and Garth 
Buckle has taken in hand the recreation of this celebration on Tuesday 20th August in The 
War Memorial Hall. There will be a service in Church on Sunday 18th at 3pm attended by 
Deputy Lieutenant Chris Gebbie and his wife Vanessa followed by a tea in the WMH. 

In Paulo Ceolho’s novel The Alchemist he describes an encounter between a shepherd 
boy and Melchizidek the King of Salem. ‘Where are you from’  the boy asked. ‘From many 
places’. ‘No one can come from many places’ the boy said. ‘I’m a shepherd, and I have 
been to many places but I come from only one place – from a city, near an ancient castle. 
That’s where I was born.’  

The idea of home is a powerful one. More than a place of residence it is a place of safety 
and refuge, a place of nurture and nourishment, a place of origin and eternal belonging in 
which we are surrounded by those who know and love us for who we really are. At home 
we can unburden ourselves without shame and be received by a spirit of generosity and 
welcome.  

We know that for many soldiers returning home from the First World War was a 
bittersweet experience. There was joy at having survived but sometimes a sense of guilt 
at having done so. There was the need to start again having lived for so long a very 
different life away from home and family. There were the sad farewells to comrades in 
arms and the haunting memory of those who had not returned. There was the question 
‘what was it all for? And ‘what had been achieved in comparison with the cost?’ 

Something quite different from Remembrance Sunday this occasion will explore more of 
these themes as well as aspects of what ‘Home’ really means. 

This poem by John O’Donohue, reminds us that though ‘Home’ can be used to describe a 
house, a town or a land, it can also be used figuratively or spiritually. 

‘To come home to yourself’  

May all that is unforgiven in you, 
Be released. 

May your fears yield  
Their deepest tranquilities. 

May all that is unlived in you, 
Blossom into a future, 
Graced with love. 

Stephen 
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Sunday 21st July 

Stephen and Jane invite you to 
 

Summer Drinks  

at 

The Rectory, Sloe Lane 
 

12 noon to 1.30pm 

At the next meeting there will be a talk by Jane Muddle about 

the raffia bags and hats that she imports from 

Madagascar.  They are hand made, colourful and sustainable 

and we will no doubt hear a very interesting talk about the people who make 

them.  The meeting will be at 2 p.m. on  Tuesday 16th July in the Old Chapel 

Centre and visitors will be welcome, but a donation would be appreciated. 

 

Wendy Day  -  870433 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Reminder for those that receive their magazine in time:   

30th June at 7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church 

The Sound of Music and The Sprig of Thyme.  Tickets £12 (under 14s free) 

PRO MUSICA CONCERT 



 

 

Collectibles and Antiques sought 

Furniture, nick-nacks, records, cameras, books, china, vintage toys,  

musical instruments… also purchased 

Fair prices paid to you in cash                   House clearances also undertaken 

Please call Joanne or Martin to discuss your requirements 

07780 704659 and 07763 813995 

Professional, discreet and efficient service with a £10 donation made to  

St Andrew’s Church Alfriston Restoration Fund with each house call 
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION FOR PROPOSED SCULPTURE 

Many of you will be aware that the Alfriston Sculpture Group is proposing to install 

a galvanised steel sculpture in the village. A public display is being held by the 

Group on Saturday 29th June in the Village Store, Alfriston from opening time. A lot 

of questions have been raised already i.e. location, final appearance, size, health 

and safety, insurance etc. 
 

Before APC proceed with consideration of this, they would like to hear 

parishioners’ thoughts on this proposal.  
 

Can I please ask you to let me know via email or in writing [contact details below] 

the answers to the following questions? 
 

• Do you want to see this sculpture in the village? 

• Do you want to see the sculpture in the location proposed by the Sculpture 

Group [under the trees on the Tye near the Wingrove/Clergy House]? 

• If you want the Sculpture in the village but not in the proposed location, 

would you like to see it on: 

 The Recreation Ground? 

 At the top of Star Lane on the grassy area at the junction of Kings Ride 

and Deans Road? 

 Other  
 

Please do go along to the Sculpture Group’s display to review what they are 

proposing and they will be able to answer any questions you may have. 
 

Can I please have your comments by Friday 12th July 2019.  
 

Thank you   

Victoria Rutt , Clerk to Alfriston Parish Council 

ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL 

As neither Zan Stevenson nor Sandy Hernu are opening their studios this 

year they have decided to hold a joint exhibition in July at the Crypt 

Gallery in Church Street, Seaford. 

The dates are; 18th  - 28th July.  The gallery is open from 10.00 - 4.00 pm. 

LOCAL ARTISTS JOINT EXHIBITION 
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Our Early Summer Show was held in AWMH on Sat 8th June with the 

Theme ‘Countryside and Gardens’. Despite the cool dry weather this 

Spring, the Show was a great success and the friends of the village 

brought forth a magnificent experience of love, joy and creation. After months of 

praying for rain, the universe provided a deluge of rain and gale force winds the 

week before the show! So, we were totally amazed and delighted by the displays 

of flowers and vegetables and so many interesting photographs!    

We had invited the children in our local school to enter the Decorative Section to 

create a “Bug’s  House “ and we hope to liaise with them again in future events. 

We were so impressed by the Decorative Section, following the enthusiastic 

response to our Floral Arrangement Sessions, we received items from new 

exhibitors (including men). Rosemary Gee won best in show with her stunning 

flower display, so congratulations to her.  

We were delighted to welcome Sue Fulham and her troupe of Scottish dancers. 

They gave us a fantastic display of communal dancing on the lawn.  

Thanks also to those who provided and served the delicious homemade cakes 

throughout the day and we would like to thank, most sincerely, everyone who 

came along to  help with all the preparations and those who stayed to clear up 

afterwards.  

The Annual Summer Show takes place in Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Saturday 

3rd  & Sunday 4th August.  We look forward to receiving items from our wonderful 

members of even more home grown produce.  There will be a Domestic Baking/ 

Preserve Section including a men’s and children’s section with a class for a gluten 

free cake of any recipe. Everyone is encouraged to enter as many classes as 

possible, - you never know what you might win! Of course it’s not just about the 

winning it’s the taking part.   

We do appreciate every entry and praise everyone just for entering. We are 

looking forward to another glorious event made possible by the members of the 

Society and the village. If you don’t have a show brochure and want to know 

what produce you could enter and how to display it,  contact Bridget O’Dell on 

871629.     

BUT before that we have two outings;  on the Monday 1st July to Geoff 

Stonebanks garden, Driftwood and on Friday 19th July to Herstmonceux Castle 

and gardens. Contact Nicky Vassell about the Driftwood visit (871995) and Jane 

Alvey for Herstmonceux (870036).  New members are always vey welcome. 

Happy growing.                        

 Roxchel Angels   - CVHS Show Secretary 

CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 



 

 

 

Another chance to see these amazingly talented singers.  If you have seen 

them before you won’t want to miss seeing them again and if you haven’t 

seen them before then don’t miss the chance this time! 



 

 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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ST ANDREW’S ALFRISTON CHURCH YARD 

 

Following the item inserted in the Cuckmere News edition earlier this year where 

our Rector, Stephen, explained the rules that the Chichester Diocese has set out 

in respect of church graveyards, a certain amount of activity has taken place. 

 

Those with loved ones buried within the Churchyard may have noticed that 

many, but not all, of the items that are not acceptable under the rules have been 

removed. In each case a notice has been affixed to the grave to indicate that 

they are being held in the Church Office. This is not actually the case. Due to 

pressure on space they are being kept carefully in the Church boiler room. 

 

If anyone would like to claim back any item that has been removed they should 

contact the Church Wardens, whose contact details are contained on page 2 

and they will be returned. At some point in the future any unclaimed items will be 

disposed of but notice will be given in Cuckmere News.  

 

There remain a large number of flower containers. A substantial majority are 

either empty or contain dead flowers. It is proposed that a trestle table be set up 

against the back wall of the Alfriston War Memorial Hall to which these containers 

will be removed, all with a label  indicating which grave they came from. Thus 

anyone who wishes to place fresh flowers on the graves of their loved ones can 

select their flower container in which to do so. 

 

The Parochial Church Council of St. Andrew’s fully recognize that the 

enforcement of Diocesan rules regarding churchyards is a sensitive subject, and it 

is possible, that some people may be upset they cannot remember their loved 

ones as they would wish to do so. To be balanced, the opposing view is that a 

churchyard  should be a simple spot in which loved ones should rest peacefully. 

 

The Churchwardens are bound to uphold the Diocesan rules regarding the 

maintenance of Churchyards but wish to do so with all due consideration to the 

views of those who have loved ones buried within it. If anyone has concerns, do 

please contact one the Churchwardens. 

 
Bill Rendall 
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On D Day plus 75 years and one day,  the Alfriston Twinning Group set off for 

Veules les Roses to be with our warm, generous, and welcoming French 

friends,  for a long weekend. 

We were welcomed on our first evening in the Club Nautique; imagine a cobbled 

street above an old stone quay overlooking the reflections of storm clouds and 

sunlight on the glistening sands and rocks of the low water beach below,  and 

you will see what we saw. 

The highest of our highlights was the Armada of the world’s Tall Ships in Rouen. This 

is a huge five yearly event which attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors.  It was 

an early start with new experiences:  a train ride to Rouen from Yvetot in a 

modern, efficient, suburban train followed by a bus ride to the majestic River 

Seine where  fifty sailing vessels were moored end to end on both river bank 

quays.  What a magnificent amazing sight: their tall masts and yards with furled 

sails towering above nearby modern Rouen.  Here we were able to walk along 

the pre Container-age quays, admiring each vessel and their crews.  In addition, 

our friends had organised a one hour pleasure craft trip with commentary, to see 

the vessels on both banks from the river.  On that river cruise, Sue, one of our 

number, was interviewed by French Television and appeared on the TV News that 

same evening! 

By general consensus it was the Mexican three masted Barque which took the 

prize as being the most spectacular.  The crew were impressive in their 

immaculate  uniforms. The Mexican Ensign on the Stern was huge, I have never 

seen a larger one anywhere.  But the UK was not outdone. We had a unique 

vessel alongside: the Tenacious. The Tenacious was designed and built by the 

Jubilee Trust to allow the disabled to sail with the non-disabled.  Door plates are 

inscribed in Braille and a wheelchair security system allows users to participate in 

manoeuvres. 

Following this mind boggling experience we walked up the road to see the 

ancient and largely pedestrianised modern city of Rouen Such a lovely city.  If 

you have not been there you should go.  Five years has been spent on cleaning 

the Cathedral stonework, it is fabulous but still unfinished. The Palais de Justice has 

been left with its World War Two bullet and shell craters in its solid stone walls as a 

thought provoking reminder that we are better together than apart.  

And then to lunch where our generous hosts flatly refused to allow us to 

contribute in any way to this or any of the weekend events. That evening Nicolas 

and Evangeline invited four of us to their delightful old world fishermen’s cottage, 

for supper, including our ‘larger than life’ friend, Michel and Monique. What 

stamina, what organisation, what generosity..  I do not know how they do it.   

Continued over page……..  

TWINNING 



 

 

The following day (Sunday) we were given a superb, catered lunch in the hall 

adjacent to the Marie where the Twinning Committee ladies served the lunch 

and the men, the wine. At that lunch the kindly Mayor, Jean-Claude Claire, 

who has been so supportive of Twinning  from the beginning six years ago,  told 

us that he is retiring as Mayor and from his long career in public life.  I shall tell 

you what he said in next month’s edition of CN.  We left for home on the 

Monday but not before the inimitable Nadine had thrown a farewell lunch in 

her characterful home nearby.  It was an amazing weekend.  Thank you seems 

so inadequate,  we can only say a thousand thank yous for a 

most  memorable weekend.  Merci,  Vive La France! 

Tony up the hill 870561  

TWINNING  (continued…) 

UPDATE FROM ALFRISTON SCHOOL 

Hello everyone, sorry I haven’t written for a while, time passes so quickly!    

All is good at the school, the children have been busy doing forest school, 

beach school, football tournaments, and a few have even sung at 

Glyndebourne!  Primary school in the South Downs National Park in East Sussex 

is never dull!  

But as always, we are still fundraising!  We are therefore delighted to 

announce the return of the Alfriston Summer Festival on the August Bank 

Holiday Weekend (23rd to 26th August)!  Another 3 days of fabulous fun on the 

Tye.  The funfair will be open each day, plus: on Saturday 24th, we are 

welcoming back the vintage cars; on Sunday 25th we’ll see the service for the 

animals, the dog show, lots of stalls and dance workshops; and on Bank 

Holiday Monday there will be the traditional summer fete and band.  Plus the 

Players Revue, and Quiz Night in the evenings.    

In next month’s newsletter you’ll see the full line up, and if you’re local, you 

should receive a flyer through your door in early July.   

See you there! 

Yvonne and the Friends of Alfriston School 

Cake and Chatter at Abbeyfield 

Please note this will now take place on the 2nd Thursday in each month starting 

on Thursday 11th July at 3.30 pm.  The residents of Abbeyfield House, North Road 

would love you to join them for a cuppa, cake and some good conversation. 

Christine Klassen 
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Many of you will remember a very moving television programme about two 

months ago, where the actress Vicky McClure, star of “In the Line of Duty”, a 

popular police based serial, returned to her home town of Nottingham and 

formed a choir of local people who are suffering from Dementia, Parkinsons, and 

other allied conditions.  The purpose of the choir was to give people with these 

conditions  the opportunity of being part of something that will, not only integrate 

them in society but, give them a focus to improve their quality of life. 

If you saw the programme, which showed people of a wide age range, 

achieving a new quality of life that had been denied them since the start of their 

illness.  They did not have to be able to sing, although many of them had been 

singers, but it enabled them to fulfil maybe a dream.   

With this in mind, I have been talking to local musicians and am thinking of 

forming a similar group to try and put together a singing group for local people 

with these sort conditions, perhaps after the summer holidays in September. 

If you, or perhaps a family  member or friend,  might be interested in joining such 

a group, please contact me at 23 Deans Road, Alfriston, BN26 5XJ, telephone 

01323 870610 or e-mail at michaelstaffmbe@gmail.com.  No singing ability 

required and open to all ages. 

We have been asked by the Diocese to ensure that our Churches are especially 

welcoming to people with mental health and wellbeing concerns, which whilst 

we do not offer individual pastoral care and counselling we are anxious to ensure 

that people with mental health issues are not discriminated against in any way.  

Ideally it would be good for the Benefice to have a representative on the local 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee.  If you are interested please the Rector 

or myself know. 

Michael Staff 

 

DEMENTIA AND ALLIED CONDITIONS 

mailto:michaelstaffmbe@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES IN JULY 

Sunday 7th July - Trinity 3 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 14th July - Trinity 4 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Lullington:    3.00 pm Evensong  

Sunday 21st July - Trinity 5 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 28th July - Trinity 6 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Prayers are said in St Andrew’s from 9 to 9.30am on weekdays 

Alfriston:          10.00 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday 16th at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

May 1.06” 1.65” Rain in May 1.29” 1.97” 

Oct-May 20.58” 24.27” Total 2019 9.95”  

Rain fell on   10 Days Rain fell on 12 Days 

Wettest day 7th with  0.61” Wettest day 8th with 0.39” 

RAINFALL  

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK FUND-RAISING 2019 

The Total Amount raised for Christian Aid Week in Alfriston and Lullington, 

Litlington and West Dean was £1,821.33 excluding giftaid. 

House Collections amounted to £1,336.83.  Well done to all the volunteers 

who delivered and retrieved the collection envelopes. 

The “Beating the Bounds” Sponsored Walk on 11 May raised £270.  Many 

thanks to the walkers and to their sponsors for their generous support. 

The Lunch on 12 May raised £214.50 after expenses.  Well done Jane and 

Sherry and her team for providing a simple but very tasty and nourishing 

lunch and thank you to all who supported it. 

 

Marj Mason 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for 

he is good; his love endures 

forever. 

 
Psalm 107 
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In response to many enquiries, we wish to up-date residents as to our progress in 

achieving this enhancement for the village. 

As will be seen elsewhere in this issue, the Parish Council have requested us to 

undertake a small exhibition in connection with their Public Consultation. We are 

very grateful to Rob and Bev for making it possible for us to set this up in the 

Village Store. We hope to see many residents there, and stand ready to receive 

all enquiries and answer all questions. We will be there most of the day of 

Saturday 29th June. 

The next step will be gaining planning permission from SDNPA, and then the real 

work begins: consultations with the sculptor who is standing by to liaise over the 

final design; and raising funds. 

You will be aware that we have kick-started the funding by collecting used ink 

cartridges and old mobile phones which we can recycle into cash for the project. 

Collection points are in the Village Store and at 

Hicks the Newsagents. Depositing your used items 

there will not only relieve you of the bother of 

disposing of them but will be valuable recycling 

for the benefit of this precious planet. Many 

thanks to those who have already participated in 

this collection. 

Hope to see you on 29th June in the Village Store. 

Cheryl 

for Alfriston Sculpture Group 

SCULPTURE FOR ALFRISTON  - UP-DATE 

In July 1994 St Andrew’s were hosting a Confirmation service, Litlington were 

having a Fete, in aid of Church funds, in the Old Rectory Garden and West Dean 

were holding an auction at Charleston Manor.  This latter event also had the 

usual stalls for cakes and plants and tombola etc. ■ The Christian Aid lunch  

(soup and cheese) held in May had raised £232.24 (this was actually more than was 

raised this year). ■ Alfriston Church sweatshirts were available to buy for £14 each 

and the WI Jumble Sale had raised £675. ■ The Amenity Society were discussing 

whether a new Village Hall should be built somewhere else in the village and not 

on the Tye. ■ Duncan Ellis had won 3rd prize in the South of England show “Young 

Craftsman of the Year” competition and best exhibit from a craftsman under 17 

years of age.  ■ The Horticultural Society reported a good show despite difficult 

growing conditions (same as this year) ■ Cuckmere Valley Parish Council were 

forming an action plan for dealing with RAVE parties. (I wonder if they ever had 

to implement it?) 

25 YEARS AGO from the Cuckmere News 



 

 

EVENDEN ROOFING 

Roofing Contractor 

Over 25 Years Experience 

Fully Insured, Free No obligation estimates, All types of roofing work undertaken  

** Conservatory Roof transformation also available ** 

Tel: 01323 871945   Mobile: 07843569812            Email:evendenroofing@yahoo.co.uk 

Website: www.evendenroofing.co.uk  Find us on Facebook: Evenden Roofing 

Tel:01323
mailto:evendenroofing@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.evendenroofing.co.uk


 

 

Alfriston Court  
invites you to join us for our  

Summer fair 
Sunday 4th August 2-4pm.   

Join us in our beautiful grounds for live 
music, raffle, tombola, bric-a-brac, 
games, refreshments and more! Free 
admission for a family fun afternoon. 
  

We would be grateful for any 
donations for our raffle, tombola or 
bric-a-brac stands 

Please contact Vanessa at Alfriston 
Court on Sloe lane 01323 874140 for 
more  information 
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The Seminar on Dementia will be on 13th July at Ripe village 

(Hayton Baker hall), from 9.30 am to 3pm.  

The Pilgrim’s Friend Society is facilitating this seminar. It is open to anyone (men 

and women), but there will be a charge of £10 per participant (to cover speakers 

travel expenses and the hall reservation fee).  

We request you to kindly book in advance, so that we can make the practical 

arrangements efficiently.  

There will be forms available in churches and from Pauline Kennard;  

alternatively contact: Jane Anderson (01323 870075) or                                         

Ruth Butlin (drbutlin@yahoo.com). 

Don’t forget to bring your own lunch, however tea, coffee 

and home-made cakes will be available to participants.  

A range of helpful books will be on sale. 

Ruth Butlin  

DEMENTIA: HELPING TO PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER 

TEA & TALKS 

31st July 2019 

June Goodfield on “9 days later' links with Normandy and  World War II” 

28th August 2019 

           Brends Bruzon on “Spiritual Companions” 

2.30 pm to 4.00 pm at Alfriston Court 

Free admission to include refreshments and cake 

Donations for St. Andrew’s Restoration,  welcome 

Tuesday 23rd - Sunday 28th July 

St Andrew’s Church and Lullington Church 

 

www.southdownssummermusic.co.uk 

07856 439268   

southdownssummermusic@gmail.com 

SOUTH DOWNS SUMMER MUSIC 

mailto:drbutlin@yahoo.com
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NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - OPHELIA’S FLOWERS (III): DAISIES 

There’s a daisy. 
On the 20th of April 1874 Gerard Manley Hopkins writes of fields of a “deep green 

lighted underneath with white daisies”. Spring, it is said, may be declared when a 

single footfall cannot cover the daisies. 

Its scientific name can be translated as ‘perennial beauty’ - it is ubiquitous and 

flowers throughout the summer. From the Old English (daeges-eage) it is the day’s 

eye, opening with the dawn and sleeping by night.   

The daisy is dedicated to Saint Margaret and as such is associated with 

innocence and purity. In Norse myth it is sacred to Freya and symbolizes love, 

beauty and fertility. Being white it is pure. 

It has a darker side. A piece of writing, some part of a private feud, entitled “A 

Quip For An Upstart Bachelor was published in 1592 (sometime before Hamlet) 

which declares: “Next grew the dissembling daisy, to warn such light of love 

wenches not to trust every fair promise that such amorous bachelors make them”. 

In Hamlet, Ophelia does not offer the daisy to anyone, perhaps Shakespeare 

means it for her, cruelly deceived by the Prince at one moment wooing her and 

the next demanding “get thee to a nunnery.” 

Others argue that the daisy was intended for the Queen. Hamlet bitterly remarks 

“The funeral baked meats/ Did coldly furnish forth the marriage tables”  - the 

funeral being that of his father, the marriage between his mother and his uncle 

who Hamlet suspects was responsible for the death. 

Ophelia deceived or the queen deceiving? 

‘Daisy-roots’ is the familiar Cockney rhyming slang for boots said to derive from 

the difficulty of extracting either. The term is considerably older and refers to what 

may be called an example of associative or sympathetic magic which holds that 

a property may be transferred ‘like-for-like’ thus: 

She robbed dwarf-elders of their fragrant fruit/ And fed him early with the daisy 

root/ Whence through his veins the powerful juices ran/ And formed 

the beauteous miniature of man. (Tickell c1740: Kensington 

Gardens). 

A similar principal may be found in homeopathic medicine. 

Part of the charm of the Cuckmere Valley is the dream of the 

pastoral idyll – the escape from the hardships of urban life to the 

purity and innocence of the countryside. The daisy is very much a 

part of this, as are the cows that keep the grass short. 

Tim Beech 

You may have heard that Tim is in hospital at present.  Please keep him in your 

prayers. 
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OPEN AIR CINEMA THIS AUGUST FOR LOCAL AIR AMBULANCE 

Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex is proud to be hosting an Open Air Cinema, in 

association with Gatwick Airport, where they will screen the 1.21 gigawatt blockbuster, 

Back to the Future! 

The 80’s pop culture classic will be shown on a huge screen in the grounds of Gatwick 

Aviation Museum, in Charlwood (Surrey), on Saturday 10th August. Gates will open at 

5.00pm, with Back to the Future starting at around 8.30pm after the sun sets.  

Tickets for this exclusive event are just £17.50 and admission includes entry into the 

Aviation Museum, live music and the opportunity to see the Air Ambulance up close – 

subject to emergencies. 

This event has been organised by Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex in association with 

Gatwick Airport. All proceeds will go towards the life-saving work of the Air 

Ambulance.  

Tickets are on sale now and are available to buy at 

aakssopenaircinema.eventbrite.co.uk (advanced booking is required). 

Get yours today! 
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Visiting local schools across Lewes, it is clear climate change is the topic 

students most want to talk about. Climate change is a challenge we face not 

just as a country but globally. The risks of severe flooding, of heatwaves, the 

spread of diseases, the loss of precious wildlife and coral reefs, of poor air 

quality here in the UK and those ever-rising sea levels across the world is 

incredibly worrying. 

 The UK is playing a leading role in reducing carbon emissions. Since 1990, the 

UK has cut emissions by more than 40 per cent while growing the economy by 

more than two thirds, the best performance on a per person basis than any 

other G7 nation. Britain is firmly on track to meet the 2050 target to reduce 

emissions of all greenhouse gases by 80 per cent. Today nearly 50% of our 

electricity is generated by renewables when nine years ago it was only 5%. The 

UK’s CO2 emissions fell 2 % last year to 364 million tonnes, the lowest since 1888. 

That said globally emissions are increasing as China the US and India have 

seen theirs rise and we are doing all we can to work with them, so they have 

reduction programmes in place.  

Locally we now have the Rampion offshore windfarm which is based in 

Newhaven which is now producing electricity for over 350,000 homes and as 

your local MP I am working with local groups such as Ovesco to increase the 

supply of electricity from renewable sources and I am sponsoring a bill in 

Parliament to prevent fracking in the UK so that we do not move towards 

increasing energy sources which will increase CO2 emissions. 

We can all do our bit to reduce our carbon footprint from walking to school, 

instead of taking the car, to reducing the amount of crude oil-based products 

made from plastics. There is lots happening locally with the groups such as 

Plastic Fee Lewes and Refill Seaford all doing their bit.  

That said, I do recognise that more needs to be done, which is why Ministers 

have asked the Committee on Climate Change for advice on a net zero 

emissions target. As politicians we need to make it as easy as possible for 

people to make the right choices and I hope we can offer incentives to 

change behaviour rather than penalties for not doing so. Our young people 

want us to act now and we must listen.   

 

Maria Caulfield MP  -  

Member of parliament Lewes 

WHAT WE CAN DO REGARDING CLIMATE CHANGE 



 

 



 

 

“The hardest work I have ever done and the most stressful.” That was how 

Archbishop Justin Welby described his time as a vicar. “It was isolated, insatiably 

demanding, and I was, on the whole, working without colleagues. That wears 

people down.” 

Stress, anxiety and other mental health issues account for one-third of all clerical 

sickness, according to a study conducted for St Luke’s Healthcare for the Clergy. 

This was recognised by every one of the Bishops I consulted for this article. Bishop 

Robert Paterson told me that stress was frequently caused by the relentless pressure 

on the diary of conscientious clergy, saying: “If only they would discuss this pressure 

with their key laypeople, who are aware that we are all only human.” 

Another retired Bishop looked critically at the advertisements for vacant parochial 

posts compiled by PCCs, saying they listed too many activities, paid insufficient 

attention to the core functions like pastoral care and Baptisms, Weddings and 

Funerals, and left little time for prayer and study. A common concern was the 

amalgamation of numerous parishes with just one priest, which has been common 

in rural areas and is now increasingly the practice in towns, so that clergy are often 

rushing from church to church, with little time to spend with the worshipping 

communities. 

Sensitive laypeople who are familiar with this syndrome will take on as many of the 

administrative and pastoral responsibilities as they can. I know a couple in a multi-

parish Benefice which has had no priest for some years, who organise a rota of 

retired clergy for Sunday services and visit parents who want their children 

Christened.  In many parishes, it’s churchwardens, sacristans and other volunteers 

who keep churches going. And that’s how it should be. 

With an increasing number of part-time and self-supporting clergy, most with 

families and some with a full-time job outside the parish itself, laypeople can come 

into their own. Visiting bereaved neighbours doesn’t require a degree in 

counselling, and you don’t need to be ordained to compile a parish magazine or 

newssheet if you have access to a computer and some enthusiastic amateur 

reporters. There are hidden talents in every parish, which means some of God’s gifts 

aren’t being used. 

Finally, a heartfelt plea, please don’t phone the vicarage after 8 o’clock in the 

evening, unless it’s an extreme emergency. 

To close with a quote from one Archdeacon, advising laypeople on how to treat 

clergy in danger of stress: “Remember your vicar is human, carrying burdens as well 

as joys - just like you.“ Make sure your priest has space and opportunity to keep 

faith and vision fresh and enlivened - again, just like you.” 

 

The Venerable John Barton 

OUR CLERGY ARE UNDER STRESS 
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CHURCH REGISTERS 

MARRIAGE “ Those whom God had joined together …” 

8th June 

15th June 

Warren Dunkley & Lisa Parsons (A) 

Matthew Roberts & Rebecca Embry (A) 

IN MEMORIAM “Behold I make all things new” 

12th June John Farrow (A) 

Creator God 

who breathed this world into being, 

who is discernible within  

the harmony of nature,  

the perfection of a butterfly's wing, 

the grandeur of a mountain range, 

the soaring eagle and humming bird, 

thank you for this world 

which you have created. 

Thank you for summer sun, 

which reminds us  

that your creative breath  

is still alive and active.  

Thank you for the warmth of your love,  

sustaining this world, 

your garden. 

AMEN 

A PRAYER FOR SUMMER 

John Birch 

THE LONG HOUSE OPEN GARDENS:  There were 249 visitors on 20th June at 

the Long House West Dean.  £1962.32 was raised for All Saints Church and 

£490.58 for West Dean village projects.  Thank you to all the helpers.   
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June   

Sat 29 Sculpture Group Display—village Store  - (p.7 & 18)  

Sun 30 Pro Musica Concert - St Andrew’s Church  (p,5) 7.30 pm 

July   

Mon 1 CVHS Outing to Stonebanks Gardens  - (p.8)  

Thur 11 Cake, Tea & Chatter at Abbeyfield (p.14) 3.30 pm 

Sat  13 
Seminar on Dementia  - Ripe Village Hall  - (p21) 

Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 

9.30 am  - 3.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

Sun 14 The New Men Concert - St Andrews Church  - (p.9) 7.00 pm 

Mon 15 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Tue  16 
Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC   - (p.5) 

8.30 am 

2.00 pm 

18-28th Artist Exhibition  - The Crypt, Seaford  - (p.7) 10.00 am  - 4.00 pm 

Fri 19 CVHS Outing to Herstmonceux Castle & Gardens  - (p.8)  

Sun 21 Summer Drinks - The Rectory (p.5) 12 noon - 1.30pm 

23 - 28 South Downs Summer Music International Festival - St A  

Tue 23 Prayers for the World 2.00-3.00 pm 

Wed 31 Tea & Talks  - Frog Firle  - Alfriston Court  - (p.21) 2.30 pm  - 4.00 pm 

August   

3rd - 4th CV Horticultural Summer Show -(p.8)  

Sun 4 Alfriston Court Summer Fair (p.20) 2 - 4 pm 

23rd-26th Alfriston Summer Festival  - (p.14)  

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds Scottish Dancing - AWMH 3.30 - 5pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR JULY 2019 
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The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 
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