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             June  
Stephen Writes…….. 

How sweet your word is to my taste…sweeter than honey in my mouth.’  

Psalm 119. 

 

We often refer to someone’s prime as their “Heyday’. Hey not Hay, this has 

nothing to do with grass or harvest but the period of one's greatest popularity, 

vigour, or prosperity. Heyday comes from the old Germanic word 

"heida" meaning "hurrah!" 

Some of you will know that my dear Dad died recently. Inevitably the death of 

someone we love causes us to reflect on their life. In an age of relative 

mediocrity my Father was a big personality. Both by his physicality and his 

personality he tended to dominate a room. In his heyday he was a man of real 

passions (and sometimes temper!) Over the years he dedicated himself to various 

hobbies to which we were all drawn in to a greater or lesser extent. When I was a 

boy he was an amateur apiarist or beekeeper. He had been taught about 

beekeeping by the famous apiarist Brother Adam at Buckfast Abbey who into his 

nineties was renowned for handling bees without any protection. My early 

introduction to beekeeping meant that I was never afraid of bees and would 

happily collect swarms with my father when called out to do so. Although the 

swarming of bees coincides with the warming weather, from the perspective of a 

beekeeper timing is everything. ‘A swarm in May is worth a load of hay; a 

swarm in June is worth a silver spoon; but a swarm in July is not worth a fly’, a 

proverbial bee-keepers' saying originating in the mid 17th century; meaning that 

the later in the year it is, the less time there will be for bees to collect pollen from 

flowers in blossom. 

Bees are most associated with the idea of community since they live in colonies 

and spend their lives dedicated to the well-being of their fellow bees. Another 

death in the same week as my Father was that of  Jean Vanier. I was indignant to 

hear him referred to on the BBC radio news as a ‘Canadian Philosopher’ - he was 

first and foremost a Christian. I met him briefly some years ago and was 

fascinated by his life journey.  

His great work was the founding, in France, of the L’Arche community, a way of 

life for people living together with disabilities. He had many wise things to say over 

the course of his life but perhaps nothing was as powerful as the way he humbly 

lived his life alongside the men and women he served.  

His father was a Governor General of Canada and Jean trained for and began a 

career in the navy. He read for a Phd in philosophy but seeking a more spiritual 

ministry he became aware of the plight of thousands of people institutionalised 

with developmental difficulties.  He invited two men to leave the institutions they 

resided in and live with him in Trosly-Breuil, France.                    Continued on page 4…….. 
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This summer Lewes-based chamber choir Pro Musica presents the best of ‘The 

Sound of Music’ and ‘Oliver!’, plus John Rutter’s suite of folk-song settings ‘The 

Sprig of Thyme’. The concert is at St. Andrew’s Church, Alfriston on               
Sunday 30th June at 7.30 pm. 

 

A medley of songs from ‘The Sound of Music’ has been specially arranged for the 

choir and ensemble by Ray Maulkin and contains such favourites as Climb Ev’ry 

Mountain, Do-Re-Mi and Edelweiss. The selection from ‘Oliver!’ includes well-

known numbers like Consider Yourself, I’d Do Anything and of course the 

marvellous Food, Glorious Food. Contrasting but complementary in nature, John 

Rutter’s folk-song arrangements complete the programme, with traditional tunes 

that will be familiar to many. 

 

This concert is very much a tribute to Pro Musica’s long-standing directors Ray 

Maulkin and Kathryn Sargent. Ray prepared much of the music in the 

programme before his death in March, and the choir will be singing in memory of 

Ray and in appreciation of his and Kathryn’s hard work and dedication. 

Pro Musica has been directed this term by Peter Farrant, who will be conducting 

the performance. The choir will also be joined by soloists Allison Taylor (Soprano) 

and Michael Bunting (Bass), and The Florentine Ensemble, led by Christopher 

Phipps. The evening will conclude with a complimentary glass of wine. Tickets are 

£12 (children under 14 free) and can be reserved by emailing 

geoffdellis@yahoo.co.uk or are available on the door at the church. For more 

information about the choir please visit our website at promusica.org.uk. 

Jane Cowper, secretary  - Pro Musica    

PRO MUSICA SUMMER CONCERT 

Continued…... 

 He described the house they shared as a ‘hovel’ but anticipated then that this 

was how he would spend the rest of his life, in ‘community’ with his two friends. 

This extraordinary, Christ-like ministry, grew and, ultimately, Vanier established 

147 L’Arche communities in 37 countries around the world.  

 

One of his most profound books is ‘Becoming Human.’ He once said “We are 

not called by God to do extraordinary things, but to do ordinary things with 

extraordinary love.”  

 

On hearing of his death Pope Frances said that Vanier could read and interpret 

not only the Christian gaze on "the mystery of death, of the cross, of suffering", 

but also "the mystery of those who are discarded by the world.” 

 

Vanier embodied the observation that ‘Hope is the only bee that makes honey 

without flowers’.  

Stephen. 

mailto:geoffdellis@yahoo.co.uk
http://promusica.org.uk


 

 



 

 

Collectibles and Antiques sought 

Furniture, nick-nacks, records, cameras, books, china, vintage toys,  

musical instruments… also purchased 

Fair prices paid to you in cash                   House clearances also undertaken 

Please call Joanne or Martin to discuss your requirements 

07780 704659 and 07763 813995 

Professional, discreet and efficient service with a £10 donation made to  

St Andrew’s Church Alfriston Restoration Fund with each house call 
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The Seminar on Dementia will be on 13th July at Ripe village 

(Hayton Baker hall), from 9.30 am to 3pm.  

The Pilgrim’s Friend Society is facilitating this seminar. It is open to anyone (men 

and women), but there will be a charge of £10 per participant (to cover speakers 

travel expenses and the hall reservation fee).  

We request you to kindly book in advance, so that we can make the practical 

arrangements efficiently.  

There will be forms available in churches and from Pauline Kennard (01323 

871093)  alternatively contact: Jane Anderson (01323 870075) or                                         

Ruth Butlin (drbutlin@yahoo.com). 

 

Don’t forget to bring your own lunch, however tea, coffee and home-made 

cakes will be available to participants.  

A range of helpful books will be on sale. 

Ruth Butlin  

DEMENTIA: HELPING TO PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER 

TWINNING 

Remember those days in popular music before tuneless songs,  frenetic 

drumming, deafening noise and ice-lolly microphones? The days of memorable 

tunes and clearly heard words which turn back the clock to happy times and 

associations?  

The Sunshine Ukulele Band took us back to those days, in the last century,  when 

they played for us in early May in the OCC. There was not a spare seat, and not a 

person who was not tapping a foot or table as the band played and sang songs 

of the ‘old days’. They all loved it. Such a happy occasion. A choice of 

homemade soups and rolls,  a wide ranging and generous raffle, so that all went 

homeward chattering and laughing their way up the Twitten.   

In a few days time, in early June, our French friends will be entertaining about 

thirty of us to an action packed long weekend. This will include a visit to Rouen 

and a river trip on the Seine to see the Armada of the world’s tall ships, which 

converge here from all quarters of the globe every three years.  

Tony up the hill, 870561 

mailto:drbutlin@yahoo.com
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Please note that ‘Alfriston Lives’ is now with the printers and it is anticipated that it 

will be to hand by the end of May/early June.  

As detailed before in the initial articles published in the Cuckmere News, the book 

is intended as a reference work and gift for the village, and is not for commercial 

retail.  It will be deposited with the five national research libraries, the East Sussex 

Record Office, and the Parish Office, where it will be always available to social 

historians and researchers.  However, keepsake copies will be available for 

participants to purchase if they wish (contact: p.pholios@gmail.com or 01323 

870977).  

Obviously, it has not been possible to record every person of the village from the 

past or the present, but the contributions from enthusiastic volunteers, has 

produced a good cross section of interesting and charming individuals. I know 

there are a lot more personalities among residents – and there will be many future 

ones – so with that in mind I am happy to go on collecting for a volume 2. 

Therefore please feel free to contact me if you have information. I am reliably 

informed that this sort of publication has not been undertaken before by any 

community, so maybe it will kickstart a trend!  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have not only 

contributed their stories direct, but have also helped with recollections about 

others.  For me it has been a fascinating project, I have met many new 

acquaintances, deepened my appreciation of long-standing friends, and gained 

a rare insight into Alfriston itself. 

With thanks to everyone 

Cheryl Lutring 

ALFRISTON LIVES 

Alfriston Emergency Group (AEG) was set up some years ago to deal with  village 

emergencies such as flooding, ice and snow, and fallen trees.  

 

Since then the group has grown and we are now able to help with  community 

events such as the Summer Festival and the Tree Lighting at Christmas. We also 

have a small number of marquees we can loan out in exchange for a donation 

to AEG funds. 

 

If you require help for your function or for any village related activity, feel free to 

send an email to: assistance@alfristonemergencygroup.co.uk. 

  

Please note we are a community organisation and don't have the ability to help 

with individual problems but in the case of emergencies we will always try to help. 
Vernon Reynolds 

ALFRISTON EMERGENCY GROUP 

mailto:p.pholios@gmail.com
mailto:assistance@alfristonemergencygroup.co.uk


 

 

29th May 2019  

 Jeanette Campbell on “Raystede, centre for animal wefare” 

26th June 2019 

  June Goodfield on “Frog Firle” 

31st July 2019  

 June Goodfield on “9 days later' links with Normandy and  

         World War II” 

28th August 2019   

 Brenda Bruzon on “Spiritual Companions” 

2.30 pm to 4.00 pm at Alfriston Court 

Free Admision to include refreshments and cake 

Donations for St Andrew’s Restoration welcome 

TIME FOR TEA TALKS AT ALFRISTON COURT 

The talks held monthly at Alfriston Court during the Winter 

have raised £553.73 for the Restoration Fund and were 

reasonably well attended.  My thanks go to the speakers 

for their excellent presentations, and especially to Alfriston Court for their 

kind hospitality and refreshments. 

Michael Staff, Chair Restoration and Maintenance Committee. 

PENTECOST  - 9TH JUNE 

Then the day of Pentecost came, they were all 

together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 

and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues  as 

the Spirit enabled them.  

Acts 2:1-11 



 

 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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 Saturday 8th June is our first Flower and Produce show of the year, 1pm

-5pm at the War Memorial Hall, so if you want see the labour of love 

that exists in the village, and enjoy delicious tea and cake, make sure 

you don't miss it. There are also special sections, for children, photographic, art, 

wine and decorative displays so there's something for everyone.  

 

There will be a members’ visit to Geoff Stonebanks garden, Driftwood in 

Bishopstone on Monday 1st July, so if you want to come contact Nicky Vassell on 

871995 to see if we still have spaces.                                          .  

 

There are also our flower arrangement sessions. The next ones are 2pm-4pm in the 

OCC on 4th June and 2nd July. Contact Roxchel on 894151 for more details.  

Nicky Vassell 

CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Alfriston WI 

(1918 - 2019) 

Next Meeting: 2 p.m. 

Old Chapel Centre 

Tuesday 18th June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our speaker this month is Lotti St Aubyn who will be telling us about “St. Wilfrid’s 

Hospice”. 

 

Why not join us? You will be made very welcome. A small donation is 

appreciated.  Details of our WI are on the Alfriston village website 

www.alfristonvillage.co.uk,  

our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/AlfristonWI, 

or you can telephone Jane on 01323 870036 
 

Gill Chopra 
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TOMB SLABS IN THE TRANSEPTS OF ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

As part of the restoration and maintenance of St 

Andrew’s, Alfriston with Lullington, the Rector and 

Parochial Church Council are developing plans 

for work on both the north and south transepts of 

the church (the arms of the church on either side 

of the nave). These plans include the removal of 

the raised floor on which the pews in the south 

transept are located.  It is anticipated that this will 

reveal further tomb slabs of members of the Gyles 

and Bachelor families, which were linked, who are buried at the southern end of 

the south transept. At the end of the north transept immediately opposite the 

Gyles’s and Bachelors but as far apart as possible are the somewhat grand tomb 

slabs of the Chowne family in what is now the choir robing room. 

It is likely that there is good reason as to why the members of the two families 

were buried as far apart as possible and it is interesting to examine their histories. I 

am largely reliant on information contained in Juliet Clarke’s “Alfriston – A Sussex 

Market Town and its makers” for the following. 

Sir Thomas Chowne was a puritan theologian who in 1620 leased the Frog Firle 

estate and bought Tollers Manor, the mansion house of which was on the site of 

what is now Burnt House. He died in 1639 but the Manor of Tollers remained in the 

ownership of the Chowne family until 1846. The mansion house of Tollers Manor 

was largely burned down in 1765 and what remained became the Burnt House as 

we know it today. 

The first recorded William Gyles was born in 1590. The Gyles family leased the 

manor of Dean’s Place but in 1622 William Gyles was able to buy it outright. 

The lands of Dean’s Place intermingled with those of Tollers Manor with little in the 

way of documented boundaries leading to a protracted legal dispute between 

Sir Thomas Chowne and the first William Gyles. When Sir Thomas Chowne died in 

1639 his heirs carried on the dispute. Not only was the dispute very lengthy but it is 

evident that it was also very bitter. There is a recorded incident of William Gyles 

taking Sir Thomas Chowne’s gun, which he felt necessary to carry as protection, 

and breaking it in two. Sir Thomas Chowne’s heirs only finally won the dispute 

shortly before William Gyle’s death 1661 by which time he had had to mortgage 

most of his property, including Dean’s Place, to pay the cost of the proceedings. 

It is thus not altogether surprising that the Chowne and the Gyle’s family chose to 

be interred at opposite ends of the transepts of St Andrew’s Church. 

 

Continued over page…. 

 



 

 

To continue the story of the tomb slabs in the transepts of St Andrew’s Church, I 

am again largely reliant on information contained in Juliet Clarke’s “Alfriston – A 

Sussex Market Town and its makers” and make due acknowledgement. 

The first William Gyles had two sons, Tobias, died 1681, and Samuel, died 1678. 

They sold off most of their father’s estate in 1666 to clear debts resulting from the 

protracted legal dispute with the Chowne family. There is some evidence that 

one of them may have lived at what is now Stanley House. 

The second recorded William Gyles, born about 1643, was son of Tobias Gyles. 

He was evidently a much more respectable figure than his eponymous 

grandfather, the first William. The second William built up the small estate that 

he inherited. By the end of the 17th century he was tenant of Dean’s Place farm. 

He “married well”, his first wife, Charity, being daughter of a “gentleman” of 

Uckfield. Charity died in 1693 having borne the second William Gyles seven 

children, four of which survived infancy. Before he remarried he received a 

considerable inheritance from a maternal great uncle, John Honey of Ditchling, 

and continued to build up his holdings in Alfriston. 

He remarried in 1697, again “well”, Anne, another “gentleman’s” daughter from 

Waldron, and was soon in a position to further build up his land ownership in 

Alfriston to add to his land holdings elsewhere in the Ditchling and Waldron 

areas. By 1700 had bought up a very considerable part of the southern half of 

Alfriston. 

In 1702 he bought Dean’s Place outright from the Broke family who were 

consolidating their holdings around Winton Street and the north end of Alfriston. 

By the time of his death in Waldron, he owned about half of Alfriston with 

considerable holdings in the surrounding area. 

The second William Gyles died 1719. He left only one surviving son, the third 

William Gyles, who died unmarried at the age of thirty following a fall from his 

horse, having inherited most of his father’s estates after generous bequests to 

the second William’s widow and surviving children and grandchildren. 

William Batchelor, the third William’s nephew, inherited the estate. It would 

seem the considerable estate remained with the Batchelor family until the 

decline and resulting break-up of the great agricultural estates at the end of 

the 19th century. 

William Batchelor’s tomb slab is visible in the south transept of St Andrew’s 

church and it is to be hoped that further tomb slabs of the Bachelor family will 

be revealed when the raised floor in the south transept are removed as part of 

the restoration and maintenance project for St Andrew’s. 

Bill Rendall 

TOMB SLABS CONTINUED….. 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN JUNE 

Sunday 2nd June - 7th Sunday of Easter 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 9th June - Pentecost 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Lullington:    3.00 pm Evensong  

Sunday 16th June - Trinity Sunday 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 23rd June - Trinity 1 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th June - Trinity 2 

Folkington:  11.00 am Benefice Service 

Prayers are said in St Andrew’s from 9 to 9.30am on weekdays 

Alfriston:          10.00 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday18th at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

Apr 0.61” 1.53” Tot. in April 0.94” 1.74” 

Oct-Apr 19.52” 23.62” Total 2019 8.66”  

Rain fell on   8 Days Rain fell on 6 Days 

Wettest day 2nd with  0.36” 

(Hailstorm) 
Wettest day 9th with 0.25” 

RAINFALL  

ALFRISTON - A MODEL VILLAGE 

I have often heard Alfriston being referred to as a model village – tucked away in the 

Downs it has all the ingredients – church, school, shops and pubs.   But actually Alfriston 

does have a model village, currently stored in the gallery of the church. 

This large and detailed model was commissioned by Sandy Hernu for the small history 

display that used to be behind the Old Bank.  Many of the houses and cottages in the 

model are designed to be lit from the inside which made for an attractive exhibit.  

When the museum closed the model was donated to the Sussex Archaeological 

Society and taken to Michelham Priory for display.   In February 2012 I discovered that 

the model was no longer needed so my wife and I went to collect it.   We just about 

managed to get the model in the back of our car and bought it back to the village.  It 

was quite a task and we were finding little sheep and cows in the car for many weeks 

afterwards! 

James, the former Rector agreed that it could be kept in the church gallery. The late 

Ron Levett (co-founder of Norvett and a founder 

member of the Historical Society) agreed to restore the 

electrics and add a coinbox so a small donation would 

light the model up.  Any funds could go towards church 

repairs. 

Sadly this was not to be.  Ron’s untimely death meant 

that the work on the model village was never carried 

out.  Tourists do like a model village, especially one that is 

not only pretty but historically accurate.  It literally helps 

people get a different perspective on the village. 

I hoped that one day the model could be one of the 

attractions of Alfriston but it is now in need of some TLC 

and its future is unclear.  It would be great if someone could adopt the model and 

restore it or maybe give it a new home.  

Kevin Gordon 
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LEWES OPEN DOOR 

The worst of winter may be behind us, but 

Lewes’ own homeless charity, Lewes Open 

Door, is already making plans to offer a much-

needed night shelter service to support 

homeless people through next winter’s hours of 

darkness and months of cold.  Local churches 

have been quick to offer the physical 

accommodation: now, LOD is seeking 

volunteers to run the night shelter that will 

provide warmth, security and hot food when it's most needed. 

The team running the night shelter project have identified the need for two 

very different kinds of volunteer.  First, there’s the night shift trio who will 

actually deliver the service to the shelter’s guests, from the welcome hot 

drink on arrival to breakfast the following morning. Then it’s the turn of the 

pack-up crew to take over, shifting camp beds and all other equipment to 

the next Lewes church on the night shelter circuit.  Naturally, each team will 

need a leader – someone who is good at working with people, both other 

volunteers and the guests and has good admin skills. LOD will be offing full 

training to all volunteers and will help night shift volunteers obtain a DBS 

cert, which is a must.   

LOD’s volunteers have already discovered that working with the charity 

can be a life-changing and life-affirming experience – for themselves as 

much as for the guests.   

To find out more about the Night Shelter, please join us at the Night Shelter 

Mid-Summer Event, on Thursday 27th June at 6.30pm at Harvey’s rear yard 

off Cliff High Street. Come and hear all about the night shelter, how it will 

run and the roles of the volunteers. Come and join us for drinks, food and 

live music and the night shelter team will be on hand to answer all your 

questions. Come and sign up to be a volunteer! 

To find out what being part of the night shelter project asks for and offers in 

return, talk to David, our Chair, on  07806 777106, or contact us on 

www.lewesopendoor.wordpress.com, on Facebook via our Lewes Open 

Door page, or email us at lewesopendoor@gmail.com  

SOUTH DOWNS SUMMER MUSIC International Festival 

23rd - 28th July 

St Andrew’s Church, Alfriston  

mailto:lewesopendoor@gmail.com


 

 

EVENDEN ROOFING 

Roofing Contractor 

Over 25 Years Experience 

Fully Insured, Free No obligation estimates, All types of roofing work undertaken  

** Conservatory Roof transformation also available ** 

Tel: 01323 871945   Mobile: 07843569812            Email:evendenroofing@yahoo.co.uk 

Website: www.evendenroofing.co.uk  Find us on Facebook: Evenden Roofing 

Tel:01323
mailto:evendenroofing@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.evendenroofing.co.uk


 

 

100 YEARS AGO - JUNE 1919 

From the local newspaper archives, in June 1919 

A stoolball match played on the Tye with Laughton resulted in a win for 

Alfriston.  The match was followed by tea in the Old Schoolroom 

Alfriston Cricket Club played away at East Hoathly and resulted in an eight 

wicket victory for Alfriston. 

A Whist Drive and Dance in aid of Alfriston Stoolball Club was held in the 

Old School Room on Whit Monday evening. 

The Amalgamated Friendly Societies of Alfriston gave a tea and sports to 

all the children of the Alfriston Council School and 168 sat down to tea on 

the Tye. 

The Vicar of Alfriston, Rev Hughes, was compelled, owing to illness, to go to 

Buxton for treatment.  He was presented with a cheque for £40 subscribed 

by his parishioners as a token of their esteem and regard. 

A jumble sale raised £17 17s, half of which went to the Women’s Institute 

and the remainder to the Vicarage Improvement Fund. 
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The Easter period was exceedingly busy for us all at FSW. Our practitioners 

organised a number of school holiday activities for our families, including a trip to 

Herstmonceux Science Centre and a visit to Tilgate Park, and we were also busy 

speaking at church services during Lent and accepting many generous 

donations of Easter eggs from supporters. We’d like to say a huge thank you to 

anybody who contributed to these collections – we were able to give eggs to all 

of our children in time for Easter day. 

133 people joined us on Easter Monday for our annual Easter Walk, this time 

starting from Alfriston. It was a tremendous day with glorious weather and we 

hope that all who joined us enjoyed themselves. 

We are now gearing up for a very busy season of events, including a stand at the 

South of England Show from 6-8 June. If you are attending the show, do come 

and find us at stand 3B – we’d love to chat! 

A little plea for help – our foodbank is running very low on a number of items. If 

you are able to help with donations of any of the following goods, please get in 

touch with the office in 01273 832963. 

• Cleaning materials (washing up liquid, washing powder, multi-surface spray 

etc.)  Jams and spreads.   Biscuits.   Shampoo.   Cereal 

 

April’s work in numbers 

• 117 individual meetings with 

families supporting 11 

grandparents, 112 parents and 

140 children 

• 47 supported meetings with 

other agencies 

• 30 group sessions 

supporting 7 grandparents, 228 

parents and 278 children 

• 130 food deliveries made  

FAMILY SUPPORT WORK 
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OPEN GARDENS  IN WESTDEAN 

GARDEN OPENING: 

The Long House, Westdean, 

Thurs. June 20, 11.00-5.00pm 

 

Don’t miss the only public opening this year 

of The Long House’s celebrated one acre 

garden on Thursday June 20. Open from 11 

till 5, we’ll be serving light lunches and later, 

tea & the best cakes in Sussex. If you’ve not 

been before our visitors have compared the garden for romance, atmosphere 

and cottage garden planting to Great Dixter and Sissinghurst. Lavenders, 

hollyhocks, roses, a wild flower meadow, a long perennial border full of old 

favourites and interesting unusual plants, a water folly and a pond are just some 

of the features.  

Visitors to The Long House get both a surprise and a bonus when they come to our 

garden because Westdean is one of the South Downs National Park’s best kept 

secrets: a charming medieval hamlet with a C12 church, a C13 parsonage and a 

handful of picturesque houses all tucked away in a small valley. So you can enjoy 

not only our garden but a gentle amble around Westdean as well.  

Admission £6, children free. No dogs. Plants for sale. Free parking in the village. 

Proceeds to All Saints Church, Westdean & village funds. 

And for a preview of our garden have a look at our comprehensive website, full of 

excellent photos: www.thelonghousegarden.co.uk  

OPEN GARDENS IN SEAFORD 

Hope to see you on…..Sunday June 16th, 12.00-5.00pm  

At:    2 Barons Close,  Seaford,  BN25 2TY 

 

Entrance £2 or £6 for other Seaford open gardens. 

For details see www.ngs.org.uk  

Zoe  Clay 

Once again Jim and Diane Hicks are opening their garden for the 

National Garden Scheme.  

There are a few tweaks and changes for this year. There will be Cream 

Teas and a Tombola - all donated - and all proceeds from these go to 

East Sussex Wildlife Rescue and Ambulance service. 

 

http://www.thelonghousegarden.co.uk
http://www.ngs.org.uk


 

 

LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 



 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 

• Tax efficient Investment 
Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
07977 109892  

www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 
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I fully support our local schools calling for more funding as over the last few 

decades schools in East Sussex have been underfunded by as much as 50% less 

per head of population than our neighbours in Brighton and Hove. Since being 

elected I have campaigned for this injustice to be reversed and was pleased 

when last year schools across the Lewes constituency saw an 8% increase overall 

in school funding. However, I recognise that more needs to be done. 

Although more money is going into our schools than ever before and school 

funding is at a record high, with the increase in demand and rising costs this still 

leaves our local schools in Lewes struggling. The core schools’ budget has 

increased to £42.4 billion this academic year and is set to rise to £43.5 billion in 

2019-20. This follows the additional £1.3 billion of funding over and above what 

was promised in the last Spending Review. 

However, having met with most local schools I do share their concerns and that is 

why I have met with the Secretary of State to lobby for more school funding in the 

spending review which is due to take place soon. Last year I successfully secured 

an 8% increase in funding for schools across Lewes. This year schools locally are 

seeing another increase. For example, South Malling school, is getting extra 

funding as the baseline budget is going from £941,000 to £998,000 which is a 

3.29% increase in per pupil funding and a 6% increase over all. On top of that the 

Government has just announced that it will fully fund the 23.6% increase in 

teachers pensions contributions. Staffing accounts to close to 90% of most 

schools’ budgets and the proposed pensions increase was a huge pressure 

facing most schools.  

I fully recognise the financial pressures our local schools are facing and having 

been successful last year in getting a significant increase I will continue 

my efforts for a long term, sustainable settlement. We are lucky to have 

such wonderful schools locally and I will do all I can to support them. 

Maria Caulfield MP, Member of parliament , Lewes 

FUNDING FOR OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS 

Wednesday 26th June - 3pm 

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE, North Road, Alfriston 

All Welcome 

Please call 01323 870587 if you would like to go  

(so we can make sure there are enough scones) 

STRAWBERRY TEA 
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The flowers appear on the earth 

       the time of the singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtle dove       

is heard in our land. 
                                                                                                                The Song of Solomon 2, 12 

 

Until not so very long ago this was true. Their gentle, rolling song reminiscent of 

the wood pigeon but much softer heralded the beginning of the summer on 

Lullington Heath.  They could often be seen on open tracks where their pastel 

pink, brown and blue/grey plumage spoke of pastoral beauty –  the dream of a 

perfect summer’s day. 

The turtle doves added their song to nightingales and grasshopper warblers, also 

now lost from the Heath. 

 

The recent publication of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy  Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Service revels an accelerating rate of loss, with a 

million species now under threat of extinction. Humanities hand in this can 

scarcely be exaggerated. 

Because the changes are comparatively slow they are easy to miss, but where 

are all the butterflies and other flying insects that should now be adorning the 

riverbank? 

Why does this matter? - put simply, the more diverse the gene pool the less likely 

a small change could produce damaging effects. There are parallels to be 

drawn with global warming and in combination the result tends to an increase in 

turmoil, not unlike warfare. 

 

But much more than that which can be counted by science is in danger. Gerard 

Manley Hopkins mourns the loss of “Binsey Poplars”: O if we but knew what we 

do/ When we delve or hew - / Hack and rack the growing green! ….To mend her 

we end her. 

 He sighs: When will you ever, Peace, wild wooddove, shy wings shut,/Your round 

me roaming end, and under be my boughs? 

Hopkins was a Jesuit priest who yet recognised the sensual and spiritual aspects 

of nature, his ‘inscape’ and ‘instress’. He speaks of the dearest freshness deep 

down things, hinting at a reconciliation between the ‘outer’ and the ‘inner’. 

According to St. Augustine the future begins in the mind. There is choice and we 

need to choose wisely. We owe it not only inherently to beauty in nature, but also 

to our children and their children. 

Hopkins offers hope as the dove who over the bent/ World broods with warm 

breast and with with ah! Bright wings. 

 
Tim Beech 

NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - THE TURTLE DOVE 



 

 



 

 

Saint Benedict founded the order of the Benedictines which is 

based on liturgical prayer and manual labour.  Its Latin moto 

being Ora et labora (Pray and work). Benedict is considered the 

father of Western monasticism.  He was born in Norcia, Umbria 

around 480 and died about 550 in the abbey of Monte Cassino 

which he had founded in 530.  At about this time he completed 

his Regula monachorum (Rule for Monks) 

He is usually depicted in black robes with a book, an abbot’s crosier, a raven 

with bread in its beak, a broken cup, a rod or a bundle of rods.  He is sometimes 

shown together with his sister (possibly his twin), Scholastica, who became a 

Benedictine nun. 

The name Benedict is of Latin origin and means “he who is blessed”. 

He is the protector of Farmers, Italian architects, chemists, peasants, engineers 

and speleologists (the scientific study of caves). 

June 5 – Saint Boniface – was born in Crediton, Devon around 

672.  A Benedictine monk, he left his homeland to spread the 

Gospel in the still-pagan regions of Europe.  Pope Gregory 11 

encouraged him to take his teachings to the Germanic lands.  

When he was made a bishop, he began to organize the 

growing Church, designating bishops and founding monasteries, 

including his favourite at Fulda in Germany.  Boniface was killed 

in 754 in Friesland.    

Boniface is generally depicted in episcopal vestments and may be holding a 

Bible pierced by a sword. 

The name Boniface is from the Latin and means “who has good fortune”. 

June 7 – Saint Robert of Newminster – was born at Gargrave 

(north Yorkshire) around 1100 and died around 1159. 

He spent some years studying in Paris before returning to 

Gargrave where he was ordained priest and rector. 

He joined the Benedictines at Whitby and was among the 

founders of Fountains abbey in 1132.  He became abbot of 

Newminster in 1138.  He had the gift of prophecy and 

dedicated himself to acts of charity.  Prayer was his primary weapon in the 

battle against evil. 

He is depicted as an abbot and the name Robert is from the German meaning  

“shining in glory”.       

THE BENEDICTINE SAINTS WHOSE DAYS ARE CELEBRATED  

IN JUNE 

 

 

 

Continued over page….. 
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CHURCH REGISTERS 

BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family …” 

5th May 

19th May 

Josephine Wickens (A) 

Jack Streeter (A) 

June 17 – Saint Botulf – was born into a Christian English family in the seventh 

century and died in 655.  He and his brother Adulf were sent by their parents to 

study in Belgium.  Botulf became a Benedictine and returned to England (Adulf 

remained in Belgium) and Botulf is said to have founded an abbey in Boston, 

Lincs.  

Both brothers are mentioned in a biography written in 1068 by the 

abbot Folcard.  In 972 their relics were taken to the abbey of 

Thorney.   

He appears in Christian art holding a church or monastery in his 

hand.  A modern sculpture of this saint can be seen at St. Botolph, 

Bradenham in Buckinghamshire.     

Susan de Angeli 

JUNE SAINTS continued ... 

God our father, you made St Benedict an 

outstanding guide to teach men how to 

live in your service.  Grant that by 

preferring your love to everything else, we 

may walk in the way of your 

commandments. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A PRAYER FOR ST BENEDICT 
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25 May Litlington Village Table Top Sale  - (p15) 10.30-2.30pm 

25-27 

May 
Art Exhibition & Sale in aid of St Andrew’s - AWMH 10.30-5.00 pm 

29 May Tea & Talks on Raystede  - Alfriston Court  - (p.9)  2.30-4.00pm 

Tue 4 Flower Arrangement session - OCC - (p.11) 2.00-4.00 pm 

Sat 8 CV Horti Soc. Flower & Produce Show  - AWMH  - (p.11) 1.00 - 5.00pm 

Tue  11 Cake, Tea & Chatter at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Sat 15 
Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 

Hamsey Open Gardens, F.S.W. - (p.21) 

2.00 pm 

2.00-5.00pm 

Sun 16 Open Garden in Seaford  - (p.22) 12.00-5.00pm 

Mon 17 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Tue 18 
Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC (p.11) 

8.30 am 

2.00 pm 

Thur 20 Open Gardens  - The Long House, West Dean  - (p22) 11.00-5.00pm 

Tue 25 Prayers for the World 2.00-3.00pm 

Wed 26 
Tea & Talks “Frog Firle”  - Alfriston Court  - (p.9) 

Strawberry Tea - Abbeyfield House - (p.25) 

2.30-4.00pm 

3.00 pm 

Thur 27 Lewes Night Shelter Mid-Summer event - (p.18) 6.30 pm 

Sun 30 Pro Musica Summer Concert  - St Andrew’s  - (p.4) 7.30 pm 

JULY   

Sat 13  Seminar on Dementia - Ripe Village Hall - (p.7) 9.30 - 3pm 

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds Scottish Dancing - AWMH 3.30 - 5pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR JUNE 2019 



 

 

TUTORING 

EXPERIENCED TEACHER 

ALL AGES/PRIMARY-GCSE 

HOME-EDUCATED PUPILS 

 

1:1 lesson, or personalised 
learning packs that you deliver 
at home, lots of options 
available.  

 

Liz Hunter: 07918 127763 

lizthetutor@btinternet.com 

dbs/insured 

mailto:lizthetutor@btinternet.com


 

 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 


