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        JANUARY 
Stephen Writes……. 
Twice recently I have come across references to Schubert's song cycle 

'Wintereisse'. Written in 1827 Schubert was said by his friends to be in a deeply 

melancholic frame of mind at the time - 'life had lost its rosiness and winter was 

upon him'. 
 

In mid-winter I wonder if this is how you feel? Schubert's songs were based upon 

poems by Wilhelm Muller and help us to explore themes of unrequited love and a 

sense of bereavement and mortality. Adam Gopnik's book 'Winter' uses this 

connection as one of five windows on the season. The second reference was 

found in an essay by David Brown, a former Canon at Durham.  He even suggests 

that we can learn something from pagan culture. Whilst he acknowledges that 

Schubert's songs are not Christianity in disguise the songs nevertheless address 

christianity in 'its often too glib appeals to resurrection and life after death'.  
 

I don't know how many people find their way into our churches subconsciously 

seeking an acceptance of their destiny or the strength to persevere but any true 

spirituality should enable us to cope with the many challenging and demanding 

aspects of human life with both courage and honesty. The beginning of the 

church's year, is posited at the start of winter. It is the season when we are 

required to face ourselves and what we have become in preparation to receive 

the Christ-child anew at Christmas. The penitential seasons say no to glib 

spirituality and ask us to toughen ourselves in the face of reality, sharpen up our 

theology and dig deeper in order to discover the riches of our faith and its true 

meaning. The hymns we sing in winter often speak of longing and the scriptures 

talk of watching and waiting. The whole atmosphere is rooted in the hope of 

what might yet be and the ikon of the child in the manger is a worthy focus for 

our meditation as we long for a better world. 
 

It is into this darkness that Christ comes as the light of the world.  
 

Of course celebrations of light at the darkest time of the year are obvious enough 

responses to the potential for melancholy in winter but there is more that we can 

do to shift our focus from our own concerns to the bigger picture. The best one is 

to get involved in helping others, supporting those who may be in need and 

taking an interest in the welfare of others. The long dark nights can be a lonely 

time.  
 

In these testing times we will all be thinking of how we might live better. Shifting 

our focus from ourselves to others, moving in the direction of the people Jesus 

made his priority, helping winter to become spring is how we can best reveal the 

true meaning of the incarnation. 
 

A Happy New Year to you all. 
 

Stephen. 



 

 



 

 

CUCKMERE NEWS                                - 5 - JANUARY 2019 

One of West Dean Village’s iconic landmarks disappeared on the morning of 

November 29 when a British Telecom flat-bed lorry and crane plus crew 

disconnected and power-lifted the green telephone box out of the ground,      

altering the aspect of the village pond which it had faced for so many years.   

BT had warned that this might be the case unless an organisation or a group of 

villagers agreed to adopt the box at cost of a £1.  However this also carried 

responsibilities such as maintenance.   

There were no takers.  And the kiosk was taken away after 40 minutes work.    

AdeA. 

WEST DEAN LANDMARK DISAPPEARS 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    

W.I. members had a visit to Seaford Little Theatre to see "Murder on the Nile" in 

November, and this was followed by an enjoyable shopping trip to 

Horsham.  December's meeting was of course a Christmas Party and we are 

now looking forward to 2019's events. 

January’s meeting will be on Tuesday 15th January when Malcolm Wells will be 

talking about his life in the army including the gulf war, and his very interesting 

life since  - we are told he covers both Buckingham Palace and dog training, so 

this is a talk not to be missed! The meeting starts 2.00pm in the Old Chapel 

Centre and as usual visitors would be welcome  - a small donation would be 

appreciated. 

Wendy Day  - 870433 

ALMOST £1.600 RAISED FOR ALL SAINTS CHURCH, WEST DEAN 

The two day open event on December 8 and 9 at the Dovecote Gardens, West 

Dean was blessed with acceptable weather in spite of the forecast.  The result 

was £1,595 raised.  This was made up by £1,384 from sales of coffee/tea, cakes 

and bacon butties plus, £211 from the chocolate tombola. 

The totals after minor expenses will go towards the All Saints fabric fund. 

Also a great success was the Christmas fayre which offered many home grown 

and home made artisan products and the facility to select a Christmas tree ei-

ther dug-up or cut. 

Thanks as always to the Martyrs for making this possible as well as providing free 

car parking, a welcome for dogs and portaloo facilities. And we must not forget 

the cake makers, servers, car parkers and the teams of willing workers.      

AdeA.   
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In November 2018 the people of Alfriston and the surrounding villages of the 

Cuckmere Valley remembered all those who had been killed or wounded 

(mentally or physically) since 1914.  On the 11th November we commemorated 

the 100 years since the ending of the Great War and our Branch members were 

appreciative of all the support from the people of Alfriston and the surrounding 

district.  We are very grateful to you all.  We are pleased to announce that the 

total amount raised from the Poppy Appeal this year was £3097.93 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this generous amount.  Your kindness is 

acknowledged and appreciated. 

 

Thank you 
Vanessa Bristow-Rose 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ALFRISTON AND DISTRICT BRANCH 

TWINNING 

It might have been a dark, cold, wet night as we made our way down to the 

WMH for our final event of the year, but it was bright, warm,  festive and full of 

cheer inside. Our Parisienne chanteuse, Lo Polidoro and Nigel her amazing 

Accordionist husband entertained a packed house to an evening of foot tapping 

French Bistro music and English,  American and Italian Swing.  All so enjoyable as 

were the variety of homemade French appetisers and French wines  

Two mid-teen girls in our group, one French, one English, discovered that they 

share many mutual interests and as a result have become great friends.  They 

spend each school holiday together, alternately in France and England, speaking 

only in the language of their respective parent’s  home.  Now, both are not only 

fluent in each other's language but fluent without an accent.  And on that note 

of pleasure and success, we end our Twinning year.  

But what of the future?   On the 6th January in the OCC, between 4.30 and 6pm, 

we will be celebrating the Feast of Epiphany, the arrival of the Three Wise Men in 

Bethlehem and will do so in the French Twelfth Night tradition of “La Fête des 

Rois” (The Festival of the Kings).  If you would like to come please advise Angela 

on email angela@bobmorri16.plus.com or Tel 483769 by the 3rd January at the 

latest as a considerable amount of work and skill goes into making the Gallettes 

des Rois.  Tradition dictates that when serving galette des rois the entire cake 

should be divided such that each guest receives a slice, leaving an extra 

symbolic slice for any unexpected visitor or poor person passing by. So you see 

the reason for knowing how many are coming!  Our small team of pastry chefs 

have their limitations!! On the table you will see our Coq d’Or given to us by the 

Mayor of Veules.  Bonne Année. 

 

Tony up the hill  - 870561 

mailto:angela@bobmorri16.plus.com
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The Reverend Stephen Stuckes on 

“My Journey into the Ministry” 

 

Wednesday 30th January 2019 

2.30 pm  - 4.00 pm 

 

Alfriston Court, Sloe Lane, Alfriston 

Free admission to include refreshments and cake 

Donations welcome to St Andrew’s Restoration 

TEA & TALKS IN AID OF ST ANDREW’S RESTORATION 

For the past 4 years, Alfriston, along with the Nation, has been focussing upon the 

memory of the Great War.  We discovered that within our village in 1914, two 

hundred horses were taken to the battle zones.  Along with many other animals, 

they supported the troops physically and emotionally. 

We would like to thank all those who helped to create our Purple Poppy 

Gatherings and those who attended throughout the past 5 years. 

We have blessed the Memory and Present-Day Presence of Animals in our lives.   

On the 11th November 2018 we collected £70.28 for the Seaford Waifs and Strays 

Dog Rescue. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE for your Support and Blessings. 

 

Roxchel Angelis  

PURPLE POPPY TRIBUTE 



 

 

For 100 years 

 

Our speaker this month is Malcolm Wells MBE  - “So Far So Good” talking 
about his varied career including 24 years in the Army as a musician and 
as a medic serving in Northern Ireland and the first Gulf War. He then 
spent 15 years at Canine Partners including teaching a dog to use a 
washing machine! 

  

Why not join us?  You will be made very welcome.  Details on the Alfriston 
village website www.alfriston-village.co.uk, our Facebook page – 
Alfriston WI, or telephone Jane on 01323 870036. 

Alfriston WI (1918 - 2018) 

 

Next Meeting: 2 P.M. 

Old Chapel Centre 

Tuesday 15th January 



 

 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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WILLIAM’S SOUP CLUB 

 

 

 

Old Chapel Centre from 12 noon - 2pm 

Last Wednesday of the month 

(Starting on 30th January and then 27th February) 

£5.00 including donation to charity 

ALL WELCOME 

Just drop in; no need to book 

More info?  Contact William 07947 299650 or 870536 

 We are fully in the Christmas season now, with our Christmas parties taking place 

all across Sussex for all the families we support. We have been overwhelmed by 

the generosity of local churches and supermarkets who have contributed toys 

and food for use at these parties – thank you to everybody who has supported us 

in this way. 

As we reach the end of the year, Martin and the rest of the FSW staff would like to 

thank all of you who have supported us in fundraising, volunteering, awareness-

raising and prayer throughout 2018. It has been a huge support to us and we look 

forward to bringing you more news in January. Merry Christmas from us all! 

• November’s work in numbers 

• 165 individual meetings with families supporting 18 grandparents, 194 parents 

and 159 children 

• 41 supported meetings 

• 23 group sessions supporting 6 grandparents, 123 parents 

and 234 children 

• 115 food deliveries made 

FAMILY SUPPORT WORK 
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THE FRESCOES OF ST ANDREW’S, ALFRISTON 

John Mason Neale (1818 – 1866) was the Warden of Sackville College, a large group of 

Almshouses in East Grinstead.  He was an avid writer of hymns and carols, his most 

famous work being the evergreen Christmas Carol ‘Good King Wenceslas’. 

John loved visiting churches and certainly visited St Andrews Church in Alfriston.  In 1843 

he published a book called ‘Hierologus’ (or the Church Tourist). He mentions Alfriston 

Church a couple of times and made particular mention of the church frescoes.  He 

wrote “ Alfriston Church in Sussex had whitewash scraped some time ago, and the 

whole wall was covered with frescoes in high preservation. Bishop Buckner, coming by, 

made the churchwardens cover them up again. There was, in particular a fine S. 

Catherine in the north transept.” 

He later translated a book by William Durandus called ‘The Symbolism of Churches” and 

added many interesting footnotes.  In one such footnote he writes “The frescoes with 

which the walls of our own churches were anciently adorned seem usually to have 

represented the Saviour as seated on the Throne of His Majesty. In the chancel of 

Widford, Herts, is or was till lately, a fresco of the Saviour seated on a rainbow, a sword 

proceeding from His mouth. His feet and His hands pierced. In Alfriston, Sussex there was 

we believe, before it was whitewashed over by Bishop Buckner’s order, a painting of a 

similar kind.”  

In his 1847 book ‘Sketches, Graphic and Descriptive”  the Victorian architect Edward 

Lushington Blakburne (1803-1888) uses almost the same words….“In the Chancel of 

Widford Church in Hertfordshire was a painting of our Lord ‘seated on a rainbow, a 

sword proceeding from His mouth; His feet and His hands pierced’, in Alfriston Church, 

Sussex was a similar one. Our Saviour seated on a rainbow to give judgement was also 

painted on the cover of St Cuthbert’s shrine at Durham” 

An example of what this painting may have looked like can be found by searching on-

line for the Last Judgement Triptych by the Flemish artist Hans Memling which is now on 

display at the National Museum of Poland in Gdansk.   Christ is seated on a rainbow 

representing the universe with his feet resting on the globe.   A sword and a lily are seen 

near the mouth and these symbolise mercy and justice.  Underneath, Michael the 

Archangel is shown holding a set of scales. He weighs souls to establish if a person is 

heading heavenward or down into hell.    

I suspect that the Alfriston frescos had a similar theme and there are examples still to be 

seen in nearby churches.  St John the Baptist Church at Clayton has some fine wall-

paintings showing the Last Judgement and Rotherfield Church has a wall-painting 

showing the Archangel Michael with his scales.  

So we know there certainly were frescoes at Alfriston and we know that the Bishop 

ordered for them to be covered.  The Bishop was John Buckner (1734-1824) who was the 

Bishop of Chichester from 1797 to his death in 1824.  He had been appointed Bishop by 

King George III and was a close friend of The Duke of Richmond.  (In 1795 Charles 

Lennox 3rd Duke of Richmond was bailiff for nearby Seaford where a road is named after 

him). The Bishop was known for the ostentatious decoration of his ‘Palace’ in Chichester  

Continued on p.16 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN JANUARY 

Sunday 6th January - Epiphany 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 13th January - Epiphany 2 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington    5.00 pm Evensong  

Sunday 20th January - Epiphany 3 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 27th January - Epiphany 4 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Prayers are said in St Andrew’s from 9 to 9.30am on weekdays 

Alfriston:          10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday 15th at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

Nov 5.42” 4.57” Total Nov. 5.3” 5.00” 

Oct-Nov 6.99” 7.61” Total 2018 28.93”  

Rain fell on    17 Days Rain fell on 18 Days 

Wettest day 9th with 0.72” Wettest day 29th with 0.98” 

RAINFALL  

EPIPHANY  - 6th January  

  
And going into the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother, and 

they fell down and worshiped him. 

Then, opening their treasures, they 

o f f e r e d  h i m  g i f t s ,  g o l d 

and frankincense and myrrh.  

Matthew 2:11 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH MEETING FOR ALL   

 

Our Rector Stephen invites all members of 

St Andrews to a consultation about the 

future of our Church at the Old Chapel 

Centre at 10:45am on Tuesday 8th January. 

  



 

 

(continued from p.13) 

and his house in central London but a bit of colour inside St Andrews was obviously 

far too much for the Protestant trends of the time.   The Church in Rome was still seen 

as a threat and large colourful murals would have reminded the congregation that 

their church once came under the jurisdiction of the Pope.  As late as 1864, the 

Reverend Buck-Mead of Seaford purchased a crucifix and two candlesticks for the 

altar of St Leonard’s Church and as a result had his windows smashed by parishioners 

worried that he had catholic sympathies.   It is no wonder the Bishop had the Alfriston 

murals painted over so quickly.  

The paintings remained under their whitewash until 1887 when the paintings on the 

wall of the north wall of the nave were uncovered. Florence Padgen (later Mrs 

Hubert Winstanley) wrote the first full history of the village of Alfriston in 1895.  In her 

book she recalls seeing the frescoes.  She says that one of them extended “from the 

extreme west end of the church to the first north window”  She recalls seeing “a 

soldier in armour standing against a pillar” and  “a priest whose cope was held up by 

an acolyte, carrying the Blessed Sacrament” She says that the faces, arms and 

hands of the figures had disappeared but the scarlet of the cope was clearly 

discernible.  Florence rued that some scorned the idea that the paintings were worth 

preserving.  They were plastered over by people who thought “it was wise to cover 

them up”. 

People today have forgotten that once our medieval churches would have been 

awash with colour.  There are still glimpses of how things were at several Sussex 

churches such as Clayton, Battle and Hardham, but over the centuries these have 

faded and are difficult to discern.   To see the full glory of a medieval painted church 

you must visit the National Museum of Wales at St Fagans (the Welsh equivalent of 

the Weald and Downland Open Air Museum)  There, the medieval church of St Teilos 

has been repainted to show its former glory.  The recreated, brightly coloured frescos 

seem garish to the modern eye but this is a hint as to what Alfriston Church must 

have once looked like.  I doubt if the Saviour sitting on a rainbow would have been 

dull.  St Catherine would have been holding onto the giant wheel on which she was 

martyred and I suspect that the soldier and the priest would have been a part of a 

huge colourful depiction of the Crucifixion.  

A few weeks ago the church was awash with colour thanks to the beautiful Harvest 

flower displays but I wonder how many visitors realise that where was once much 

more colour in the church?.   

I have visited the beautiful medieval church at St Fagans in Wales and have been to 

East Grinstead Church to see the grave of John Mason Neale. I have also visited the 

Sussex Churches at Rotherfield, Coombes, Hardham and Battle to see their medieval 

wall-paintings but I would dearly love to see the medieval frescoes of St Andrews. I 

know they are still there! 

 

Kevin Gordon 

Chairman, Alfriston & Cuckmere Valley Historical Society  
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Cantilena returns to St Andrew’s Church, Alfriston on Sunday, 27 January 

at 6.00pm.  A central work in the programme will be Britten’s “A 

Ceremony of Carols” written some 75 years ago.  The work has lost none 

of its original enchantment; many of the carols are written in old English 

and the different and varied ways they are set shows Britten at his most 

imaginative.  Britten set these carols for upper voices with an evocative 

harp accompaniment. 

  

In contrast, Bob Chilcott’s “A Little Jazz Mass”, with its contemporary, 

idiomatic jazz rhythms sets the words of the traditional Latin Mass in a 

vibrant and exciting manner.  To complete the programme there will be 

other shorter numbers including Paul Mealor’s “Wherever you are” written 

for Gareth Malone and the Military Wives. 

  

Admission free with retiring collection in aid of the Restoration Appeal. 

CANTILENA 

THANK YOU! 

I’m sure I express the feelings of many villagers when I offer a big thank 

you to the team who organise, prepare and provide such a splendid 

village lunches. 

It takes a great deal of effort and I would like everyone to know how 

much it is appreciated. 

We fed well in excellent company  - what could be better? 

Just to say a “Happy New Year!” to ALL the workers 

involved 

Katie and David Salmon 

 

Ed: Did you miss this lunch?  Look out for news of 

the next one and make sure are there! 
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CAN YOU HELP? 

ITS PANTO SEASON! 

You might have thought ‘it’s behind you!”, but 2018 sped by so quickly that it’s 

pantomime time again. The Alfriston Players are staging their annual pantomime, 

with performances in Alfriston’s War Memorial Hall on Friday 25th and Saturday 

26th January 2019. This year’s show is a traditional pantomime, ‘Dick 

Whittington’, featuring a host of daft characters brought together via a laugh-out

-loud script. From the streets of London to Morocco and back once more to 

London. Expect a cat, rats, a dangerous sea journey, and an unruly melee of 

heroes and villains. Will good prevail and dreams come true? Will everyone 

remember their lines? Come along and find out for yourselves. Tickets are on sale 

now from The George Inn. Please check the village website at www.alfriston-

village.co.uk for further details. We’ll look forward to seeing you all in January.  

 

The Alfriston Players 

The Alfriston Players’ highly acclaimed annual village pantomime is in 

production now, “Oh, yes it is.”, and we are appealing for band members. ‘Dick 

Whittington’ will be performed on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th January 

2019. So, if either you or someone you know is a proficient pianist and/or rhythm 

guitarist and/or bassist, with a good sense of humour and would like to be part 

of the band supporting the show, we’d be really delighted to hear from you. All 

our roles are voluntary and all proceeds go to charity. We have a happy team 

of about 20 and the rehearsals and performances are very good fun. For the 

band, your time commitment would be just one or two rehearsals on Sunday 

afternoons in January, and at tech rehearsals in the evenings in the week 

before the actual show. If you’re interested, and we hope you are, 

please email alfristonplayers@gmail.com with your contact details and the 

directors will be in touch with you.  

Thank you 

 The Alfriston Players 

http://www.alfriston-village.co.uk/
http://www.alfriston-village.co.uk/
mailto:alfristonplayers@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 

• Tax efficient Investment 
Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
07977 109892  

www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 
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NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - LIGHT 
Where is the way that light dwells 

                     and darkness, where is its place? [Job 38 v19 – trans Robert Alter] 

 

Around the beginning of December there was a fall of northern thrushes along the 

riverbank – both redwing and fieldfare. The former and smaller of these might 

seem misnamed as the red underwing can only be seen in flight, though a 

prominent eyestripe is characteristic. The fieldfare is more easily distinguished by its 

light underparts, a grey back and black tail-band. 

In most years these birds are only seen hereabouts ahead of a cold snap after 

which they disappear. This year they seem to have got wind of the glut of haws 

and have come for the feast; flitting from bush to bush, chattering to themselves 

as they go – movement within movement. 

So it is with light and darkness. At dawn light flows in from its dwelling place and at 

dusk darkness arrives to kidnap it. Yet within this fixity the length of day changes. 

Even in this there is variation. As the solstice passes dusk grows later, so that by 

twelfth night it is noticeable. For a while, however, the dawn also continues to 

arrive later. Furthermore the rate at which the days draw out is not constant. 

Everything, it would seem, is fluid; constantly in motion – falling apart and 

reforming at one rate then another. All this change implicates time – but what is 

time? St Augustine of Hippo declared that provided he was not asked then he 

knew. If, however, he was asked then he could not give a reply. He did venture 

that time flowed from the future, through the present and into the past – from 

hope and anticipation through experience and feeling and into memory. But 

what then is the duration of the present. It seems that it passes in an infinitesimally 

small moment. And yet both anticipation and memory belong to the here and 

now, implying that the present contains all time.  Whether it is the former or the 

latter it seems clear that the present is the turning point between the future and 

the past, at which point even the light is still. T. S. Eliot dwells on this conundrum in 

‘The Four Quartets’: 

    

At the still point of the turning world. Neither flesh nor 

      fleshless; 

Neither from nor towards; at the still point, there the dance 

      is… 

 

Tim Beech 

Fieldfare 



 

 

LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 



 

 

In February General Synod is going to debate a report on Care of the 

Clergy.  The draft document sets out some ways of changing the culture of the 

Church to enable the care and well-being of its clergy to be more fully 

addressed.   That is the background to this article by Canon David Winter. 

The Church of England is looking into ways of giving more support to vicars. You 

may think here’s a nice life: house provided, regular salary, job security – and 

only one day’s work a week! But from my own personal experience I can assure 

you it’s not like that. 

In my working life I’ve had four jobs: teacher, then journalist, then BBC producer 

and finally vicar. The last was by some distance the most satisfying and 

rewarding, but also by far the most demanding. Your home is also the office 

seven days a week. It’s true Sunday is the ‘public’ bit of your work, but while you 

may be free to pick up the kids from school forget about cosy evenings with the 

family.  The bit of the vicar’s work that is public is on Sundays, true. But the really 

defining part of the job is largely unseen and takes place all through the week. 

It was funny coming from an ordinary job to parish ministry. Previously, I had 

known what I was expected to do, the hours I was required to work and to 

whom I was answerable. Well vicars are technically ‘self-employed’, though 

they are licenced by the bishop and paid by the Church Commissioners.  In 

practice, their work is determined by the local church – its needs, potential, 

aspirations.  The churchwardens and the Parochial Church Council also help to 

shape the work-load. If all that sounds a bit confusing, yes, it is. Possibly the 

Church’s current research may look into that. 

What won’t change, I’m sure, is the priestly vocation.  It is not a job, even if I’ve 

used the word, but a vocation – like nursing, teaching or care-work.  It is always 

hopeless to treat a vocation as a job! Mind you, that is all the more reason for 

those who shape the work patterns of those ‘called’ with sensitivity and 

care.  Clergy burn-out is not unknown, and nor is depression which stems from a 

feeling of failure.  So, don’t only just pray for the vicar.  Show him or her how 

much you value them and, where possible, share their burden. 

CARING FOR THE VICAR 
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CHURCH REGISTERS 

IN MEMORIAM “Behold I make all things new” 

29th November Daphne Hansell (A) 

 

“HAPPY NEW YEAR!” 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the year that has passed and the many 

blessings You have showered upon us.  We beg your pardon in our many 

failings and trespasses.  Make the new year a more fruitful and blessed 

one.   Amen 
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Sun 6 Twinning -“La Fête des Rois” - OCC (p.7) 4.30 pm 

Tue  8 
St Andrew’s consultation meeting - OCC (p.15) 

Cake, Tea & Chatter at Abbeyfield 

10.45 am 

3.30 pm 

Thur 10  
Deadline for items for Cuckmere News to 

news@cuckmerechurches.org.uk 
 

Tue 15 
Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC (p.5 & 9) 

8.30 am 

2 pm 

Sat 19 Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 2.00 pm 

Mon 21 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Fri 25 Alfriston Players Pantomine  -  (p.18)  

Sat 26 Alfriston Players Pantomine  -  (p.18)  

Sun 27 Concert - Cantilena - St Andrew’s Church (p.17) 6 pm 

Tues 29 Prayers for the World 2.00pm  - 3.30pm 

Wed 30 
William’s Soup Club - OCC (p.11) 

Talk by Rev. Stephen Stuckes  - Alfriston Court  - (p.8) 

12 noon - 2 pm 

2.30  - 4.00pm 

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds Scottish Dancing - AWMH 3.30 - 5pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR  2019 



 

 



 

 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 


