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Stephen Writes…….

At home one of my favourite sounds is the soft mellow tick of the wind up clock hanging
on the wall. The clock has to be positioned exactly in order that the tick is 'in sync' with
a correct metronomic balance. 'The clock is ticking......' is a saying that is often used as
a warning. It tells us that time is short and that a decision must be made or a task
completed in case we 'run out' of time.
The Season of Advent is shot through with this sense of the urgency of time and both
John the Baptist and Jesus make clear that the moment for taking a life-changing (lifegiving?) decision is upon us. At the same time Jesus was concerned that people didn't
get this. '..but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?' (Luke 12:56b)
The Greeks had more than one way of conceiving time. Preparing for the coming of
Christ was necessary because it was a 'Kairos' moment - the opportune moment in
which everything happens.
Perhaps 2000 odd years later we could perhaps be forgiven for having lost some sense
of the urgency involved in preparing for the coming of Christ but we live in a moment
defined by the Bible as between the first and second coming of Jesus. If we look at the
scale of time through the lens of history then we can remind ourselves that the earth is
about 4.5 billion years old and that Homo Sapiens, our ancestors, first began to move
out of Africa about 70000 years ago. We are living then in a privileged moment in
history, in the age when our conscious development has enabled us to understand the
message that Jesus lived and spoke of, the era of Jesus. The Kingdom of God is here
and near.
It is a lifetime’s work to absorb and reflect what this means for each of us. We have less
than a thousand months to grow, learn and live out our little part of God's story for the
human race. Advent is the annual reminder to look again at what we have done, who
we are and what we may yet become. The clock is ticking......
It is in the light of this that we approach the Celebration of Christmas. Our sense of
perspective on God’s activity in the world always takes us back to the baby in the
cradle in the stable. In all the mess and poverty of that humble scene we begin to
understand that God’s priorities are very different to those we might imagine. It was at a
particular moment in. a particular place that God came among us in the baby Jesus.
Not a typical demonstration of power and glory but in the most vulnerable state we
know, that of a naked human baby. I have often smiled at that line in the famous carol
‘Away in a manger’ ‘the little Lord Jesus no crying he makes’ – it seems unlikely since we
certainly know that he wept as an adult man.
Perhaps you are a little weary of the Christmas round but properly understood it is an
annual reminder that our allotted time is lived in the light of the coming of Jesus the
Christ, The turning point of history.
'Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.'
Mother Teresa.
Stephen
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Chiron bespoke framing
No job too small / colour matching
Good Pricing / conservation materials
Close to Berwick Station, free parking
07515 729326 vernonholt18@gmail.com

www.vernonholt.com

FAMILY SUPPORT WORK - UPDATE
It’s been a really busy time for us over the last month. A huge
number of generous schools and churches collected food for
us at Harvest festivals which has helped to replenish the stocks
in our food bank ready for the cold winter months. We’re
extremely grateful to everybody who contributed in this way.
Over half term at the end of October we ran many activity days and sessions all
over Sussex, including trips to Chichester Cathedral, messy play, pumpkin carving
and even a sing-a-long screening of The Greatest Showman! These were all very
busy, and we were particularly pleased that our Coldean sessions (where we
have a new practitioner) were especially busy as Stacey has started to get to
know the local community.
We are now looking ahead to Christmas and winter, a difficult time for most of our
families. We have launched our Winter Fuel campaign this week, encouraging
those who receive a Winter Fuel payment from the Government but may not
need it themselves to consider donating this to us. More information about the
campaign can be found on our website www.familysupportwork.org.
Many churches and schools hold Toy services in the coming weeks, at which toys
are collected for us to distribute at Christmas to our children. If you are planning a
Toy service, please do let us know – email admin@familysupportwork.org.uk or
call the office on 01273 832963.
October’s work in numbers

•

101 individual meetings with families supporting 14 grandparents,
103 parents and 131 children

•

23 supported meetings

•

15 group sessions supporting 10 grandparents, 156 parents and 168
children

•

145 food deliveries made

FAMILY SUPPORT WORK - THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who supported our Toy coffee morning.
success and we are most grateful for all your generosity.

It was a huge

Thank you also to my very faithful support team. Couldn’t do it without you.

Marjorie Mason
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A Clean Sweep
Ross Atabey & Son

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification.

01435 812 153

07941 315214

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram

acleansweep009@gmail.com
Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps.

ACCESS TO COMMUNITY SHED
Visitors to Alfriston Surgery will notice that an obstacle has been placed in front of
the double gates leading to the Community Shed. The reason for this is that
despite the NO PARKING notice on the gates, vehicles have been parking there.
While this has not caused problems during the summer, now that colder weather
is coming AEG needs to be able to drive up to the shed, collect the salt spinner
which is kept there, and drive out again at all times. This has the backing of
Alfriston Parish Council.
We apologise for any inconvenience caused and hope those of you with limited
mobility and therefore needing to drive up close to the surgery will assist us and
the community by dropping off in front of the surgery and then finding a place to
park nearby.
Alfriston Emergency Group

TWINNING
Our 5th Anniversary event will be on Saturday 1st Dec at 7pm in the Alfriston
WMH when the Chanteuse Parisienne, Lo Polidoro and her amazing Accordionist
Husband Nigel, will entertain with a new programme of Chanson, Swing and the
American Songbook. All designed to get you into the Christmas spirit. Tickets from
Sylvia (Daw) 871188 or Jean (Cash) 890373 or email jeannecash@gmail, and at
the door, £12. Doors open 6.30pm. There will be a cash bar, light snacks and a
raffle. All are most welcome.
In a recent, repeated, TV Documentary, an elderly veteran of the 51st Highland
Division recounted his experiences of the evacuation in 1940 from Veules and
nearby St Valery. In the film he took us to the place where he and his two friends
had been on that day, lying on the corner of the straight main road and a
country lane. They had just one machine gun against Rommel and his rapidly
advancing army coming across the farmland and down the road. His two friends
were killed alongside him; he survived with injuries.
It was a sad haunting
moment to stand, in 2018, at that spot where his friends were killed and where
he survived; impossible to imagine the horror and destruction of that day and the
days to follow. We followed in his footsteps into St Valery where he collapsed. We
have stood in front of the Hotel de Ville in St.Valery, in the place, shown by
photographs, where Rommel accepted the reluctant surrender of the 51st
Highland Division from General Fortune.
That elderly veteran in the documentary has recently died, his two friends of
that fateful day are buried in St Valery war cemetery.
Dr June has written an account of those days in her latest book Nine Days
Later which is being published and will be available to buy early in the New Year.
There is a Preface and a Forward by the Mayor of Veules les Roses and the
Chairman of the 51st Highland Division.
Tony up the hill 870561
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PRO MUSICA AT CHRISTMAS
Vivaldi ‘Gloria’ & Choral Masterpieces
Pro Musica presents its Christmas concert at St. Andrew’s Church,
Alfriston on Sunday, 2 December at 7.00pm.
This year it features Vivaldi’s justly popular ‘Gloria’; a work full of joy and praise it is
the perfect piece for a Christmas Concert!
The concert will also feature some choral masterpieces by more contemporary
composers. ‘Totus Tuus’ by the Polish composer Henryk Gorecki which sets the text
in a slow moving, almost hypnotic manner has a become a standard work in the
choral repertoire along with ‘O Magnum Mysterium’ by Morten Lauridsen. Bob
Chilcott’s Christmas music is always attractive and accessible and his two carols
‘For Him all Stars have Shone’ and ‘Mid-winter’ are no exceptions. There will also
be audience carols including ‘Silent Night’
Directed by Ray Maulkin and Kathryn Sargent with soloists Alison Taylor (Soprano)
and Sara Gourlay (Contralto) Pro Musica is joined by the Florentine Ensemble.
The evening concludes with a glass of wine.
Tickets are £12 and can be reserved by emailing geoffdellis@yahoo.co.uk or from
Ray and Kathryn (at church) and are also available on the door at the church.
Visit our website at promusica.org.uk
Ray Maulkin
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RICHARD BARTLETT
Flint Walls, Landscaping
and Tree Services

Traditional flint wall and
lime mortar craftsman
All types of flint wall repairs, re-pointing
rebuilding and new builds
Highly experienced, with two English
Heritage awards for excellence

www.richardbartlett.co.uk
Litlington 01323 871452
Mobile 07799648874

TEA & TALKS IN AID OF ST ANDREW’S RESTORATION
Edward Thomas on “The Ins and Outs of the Musical Theatre”
Wednesday 19th December
2.30 pm - 4 pm

Alfriston Court, Sloe Lane, Alfriston
Free admission to include refreshments and cake.
Donations welcome to St Andrew’s Restoration

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Bells rang out on 11 November 1918 and announced the end of the most
catastrophic war the world had yet seen.
"At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them. "
For the 2018 centenary, a special project "Ringing Remembers" recruited over
1400 new bell ringers nationally, to honour and remember the 1400 bell ringers
from across the UK who lost their lives in the first world war.
At St Andrew's, Alfriston, a number of new ringers have been learning the ropes,
literally, to grasp the basics of this traditional craft and take part in the National
Remembrance ringing event at 12:30 on Armistice Day.
With my wife Trish, I can say this has been a fantastic experience for us. With the
support of many seasoned ringers, we had the honour and privilege to join in with
the event - ringing in St Andrews today. We would particularly like to thank our
tutors Pauline and Mary, and the many others, who with patience and
encouragement have launched us into this new pastime.
Bell ringing is both a sport
fitness. Its sociable, fun,
beware, it's not as easy
certainly look forward to
fulfilling, adventure,

and an art, a mental exercise and good for focus and
and really can be learnt by nearly everybody. But
as 'they' make it appear! There's a lot to learn! We
what we hope will become a life long learning, and

Andy & Trish Bullivent

CUCKMERE NEWS

- 11 -

December 2018

“Fancy a Walk?”
Then why not come up to
Lullington Church to see
our lovely nativity scene
which will be installed
during the first week in
December. Well worth a
visit.
Our
special
Lantern
service is on Sunday 2nd
December at 4.30pm.
Everyone Welcome.
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Cuckmere News Deadline

- please make
sure that all items for the January edition of the
Cuckmere News are in by December 10th. As you
can imagine December is a busy time in the
Benefice Office.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
volunteers who deliver the Cuckmere News to all the
houses, all the contributors, the advertisers, Heather
who liaises with the advertisers, Tony for proof reading
and special thanks to Caroline who provides
invaluable help.

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to you all.

LOCAL PLUMBER
CHRIS BONUS
Ball cocks to Tap Washers
Including

Kitchens
Power Showers
Wet Rooms &
Bathroom Installations
No VAT

Excellent References
01323 870770

CHRISTMAS CHEER IN WEST DEAN
A Christmas outing with no parking problems … homemade cakes, teas and
coffee, a wood burning fire, bacon butties, market stalls offering artisan
delicacies, jams, chutney and art work, apple juices and other surprises … a
choice of Christmas trees which you can dig up yourself or have cut for you
(Nordman firs up to six feet high or Norway spruce up to 20 feet high) holly with
berries … it all adds up to a perfect, memorable, enjoyable family event without
any of the Christmas pressures.
Entry is free, dogs on leads welcome and there are portaloo facilities.
The two day event is on Saturday, December 8 and Sunday, December 9,
opening times 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. Do not miss this opportunity to visit Dovecote
Gardens in the centre of West Dean.
Owners of the property Jo and Julian Martyr will be on hand to see everything
runs smoothly. Proceeds from the catering prepared by the All Saints team, and
the chocolate tombola will go towards church funds.
Help is required: to man the car park – phone Julian on 870323; cake makers and
catering back-up – please phone Helen on 871464.
AdeA

UPDATE FROM THE RESTORATION COMMITTEE
I am delighted to report that our small but dedicated team sent off three
applications for grants during the Summer months and have been successful with
two of them. Garfield Weston have offered £10,000 subject to us raising sufficient
total funding and only last week, the H.B Allen Charitable Trust have offered
£75,000 unconditionally, which together with £25,000 allocated from our fund
raising efforts over the year, provides us with sufficient funds to commence the
reshingling of the spire on schedule next Spring.
It is important to note that this is only the first phase of the work we are currently
addressing and there is more to be done in raising funds and organising works.
We have already sent off further applications since the end of the Summer and
plan to continue submit monthly applications to various charities to raise funds
not only for the other phases of the restoration but for various needs identified by
the Rector to improve the ministry in our Church.
I wish to record a special vote of thanks to team members, Kenneth Edwards,
Carol Hodson, Bill Rendall and David Withers for their considerable input in the
necessary work.

Michael Staff Chair, Restoration Committee.
CUCKMERE NEWS
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CHURCH SERVICES IN DECEMBER
Sunday 2nd December - Advent Sunday
Alfriston:

8.00 am

Holy Communion

Litlington:

9.30 am

La Trobe Service

Alfriston:

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Folkington:

11.00 am

Advent Service

Lullington:

4.30 pm

Advent Lantern Service

Sunday 9th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent
Alfriston:

8.00 am

Holy Communion

West Dean:

9.30 am

Family Service

Folkington:

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Alfriston:

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Litlington:

6.00 pm

Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight

Sunday 16th December - 3rd Sunday of Avent
Alfriston:

8.00 am

Holy Communion

Litlington:

9.30 am

Holy Communion

Folkington:

11.00 am

Nine Lessons and Carols

Alfriston:

11.00 am

Family Service

Sunday 23rd December - 4th Sunday of Advent
Alfriston:

8.00 am

Holy Communion

Alfriston:

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Alfriston:

3.00 pm

Nine Lessons and Carols

West Dean:

6.00 pm

Nine Lessons and Carols
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Christmas Eve
Alfriston:

3.30 pm

Christingle

Litlington:

5.30 pm

Tree Lighting Service

Alfriston:

11.00 pm

Midnight Mass by candlelight

Litlington:

11.30 pm

Midnight Mass by candlelight

Christmas Day
West Dean:

9.30 am Christmas Day Communion

Alfriston:

11.00 am Christmas Day Family Communion

Folkington:

11.00 am Carols and Readings for Christmas Day

Sunday 30th December - Christmas 1
Alfriston:

11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion

This will be the only service in the Benefice on this Sunday
Prayers are said in St Andrew’s from 9 to 9.30am on weekdays
Alfriston:
10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday
West Dean:
5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday
Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts - Tuesday 11th at 8.30am
Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road,

RAINFALL

LITLINGTON
Oct

1.57”

10yr. Avg

ALFRISTON
OCT

3.04”

Total 2018
Rain fell on

Wettest day
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FABLES, FICTION, FANCY, FALSEHOODS, FAULTS, FANTASY,
FAIRY STORIES… OR PLAIN TRUTHS
The wonderful thing is that history constantly expands as more facts emerge from
historical back alleys. We at The Write House recently met Richard Diamond – a
direct descendant of Tobias Gyles, who owned Deans Place in the 17 th century.
Richard showed us a letter written by W Hay to the Duke of Newcastle at
Glyndebourne, just before a Parliamentary election in the reign of George III. This
listed those who are going to vote ‘the right way’ are listed! Sir William Gage of
Firle actually held a meeting in Alfriston and a footnote in Hay’s letter lists
‘Bachelor as of Deans Place and the Owner of the Star Inn and other properties in
Alfriston.’
One of seven voters had a very special request. ‘… Smith - wants to know if any of
Your Graces friends will pay off £250 mortgage on his house and mill, and will lend
him the money at 4% on that security..’
There are undoubtedly many people who have equally fascinating information ,
or puzzling questions, that fit into the categories in the heading.
If you have either and would like to pass them on or discuss further please email
June Goodfield on june.thewritehouse@gmail.com

THE RESTORATION OF ST ANDREW’S
Michael Staff has written elsewhere in this edition about progress on the
restoration of the Church building. I am grateful to the Restoration Committee for
all that is being done to take this work forwards and clearly the prospect of the
Spire being re-shingled in the new year is a great encouragement. I am asking
that we look at the task of caring for our iconic Church building in three
dimensions, restoration, maintenance and development. All three aspects are
related of course but I am hopeful that as we move forwards we will discern a
vision for the Church that encompasses all of these aspects. Once the PCC have
agreed on the tasks then we engage the Church Architect and seek permission
from the authorities, either the Diocese or the Planning Authority. Once we have
a price for the works from Contractors then we can begin to raise the funds
necessary to complete the works. I am hopeful that 2019 will see real progress
and that we will soon have a clear overall vision for our Church building for the
next phase of our life that will secure our wonderful
church and provide both for the worshipping
community and the wider village.
Stephen
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APPS PROPERTY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
RICHARD APPS
FREE ESTIMATES - NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Fully Insured - References Available Local, Reliable & Trustworthy

From Picture hanging to Building works!
Qualified Chimney Sweep - Member of The Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Call for your Free Quote 07447 053170
www.appspropertymaintenance.co.uk appspropertymaintenance@gmail.com

Andrew White
Personal Assistant
Support to maintain an independent life
Domestic Administration
Household Management
Transport, Travel Escort
Medical Appointments
Shopping, Cooking & More
Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com

07721 206172
nickhunter754@gmail.com

ACG TREE SURGERY
All tree and hedge work undertaken
Garden Clearance
Stump Grinding
Soft Landscaping
Fencing & Repairs
Fully Qualified & Insured
FREE QUOTATIONS
01323 411215 – 07809 373482
www.acgtreesurgery.co.uk

DECEMBER SAINTS
The birth of Jesus Christ and the many celebrations taking place during the period
of Advent, often overlook the other saints whose days fall during the same month.
In the days of illiteracy, saints depicted in stained glass windows, frescos, statues,
paintings and so on had symbols called attributes added to make recognition
possible. For example St. Catherine is often seen with a spiked wheel to
commemorate the way in which she died. And the Catherine Wheel is still a
popular firework!
St. Nicholas (December 6) is believed to have been born in Patras,
Greece in the third century. He became Bishop of Myra, now in Turkey,
at some point in the fourth century. He was imprisoned and tortured by
the Romans during their persecution of Christians and he was eventually
released and died in Myra about 345.
There are several legends attributed to St. Nicholas. In one, the father of three
daughters about to be consigned to a brothel so that they could earn enough
money for them to be married, are saved by St. Nicholas who gave the girls each
a bag of gold as a dowry. A second has him rescue three boys from being
pickled in a tub of brine by a butcher and a third story tells how he rescued sailors
from a ship during a violent storm.
St. Nicholas’s attributes: dressed in episcopal vestments he may be shown with
three gold balls, three boys in a tub or rescuing drowning sailors. He is the
protector of children, sailors, the poor, fishermen, pilgrims and scholars.
The name Nicholas is of Greek origin and means “victorious among the people”
St. Stephen (December 26) is one of the seven deacons of Jerusalem
named by the apostles. Arrested for blasphemy he was tried by the
Jewish Sanhedrin court, and despite defending himself, was found guilty,
dragged to the outskirts of the city and stoned to death in the year 35.
St. Stephen’s attributes: depicted as a young deacon often holding a
martyr’s palm, a book and stones. He is the protector of deacons,
bricklayers, stonemasons, stonecutters, pavers and sculptors and is often
invoked to cure migraines.
The name Stephen is of Greek origin and means “crowned”. St. Stephen’s Day
immediately after Christmas Day is referred to in the Christmas carol “Good King
Wenceslas looked out, On the feast of Stephen ….”
St. Thomas Becket (December 29) was born into a wealthy family in London in
about 1118. He studied theology and Church law in England, France and Italy
and after his father’s death he entered the service of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, who recognising a capable administrator, recommended him as
continued over page…...
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DECEMBER SAINTS - (continued…..)
Lord Chancellor to young King Henry 11 in 1155. Living the life of
luxury as a courtier and friend of Henry, he supported the king in all his
undertakings even when these ran counter to the Church’s interests.
When Thomas was made Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162 he
renounced his former ways and undertook the responsibilities of his
new life as a priest. This resulted in a series of disagreements between
Henry and Thomas and eventually Thomas fled to France for six years. Upon his
return in 1170, Thomas was murdered in Canterbury cathedral by four of the King’s
knights.

Becket’s killing was viewed with horror throughout England and Europe and he
was immediately regarded as a martyr. Thomas is often shown wearing episcopal
vestments with miter and holding a pastoral staff and sword. He is the protector
of The English College in Rome, coopers and makers of brooms.
The name Thomas is from the Aramaic and means “twin”.
Susan de Angeli

REMEMBRANCE DAY REFLECTIONS
I'm 60. The First world War finished 40 years before I was born, and the
Second World War 13. All my life I have known the blessing of peace,
thanks to the sacrifice of those wonderful people who were prepared to give up
everything for unseen generations to come.
I used to sing in the choir, standing next to my gentle grandfather. (who got a'
Blighty 'at Ypres) And each November I asked him what he'd fought for. His
answer was always the same 'Free speech'.
Now I need to tell you about my friend Jim. Several years ago, I had a group of
German tourists come into our café. I did my best, but the language barrier was
making everything difficult. They were hungry, a bit lost, and not sure how to get
the bus to Newhaven in time for the ferry. My friend Jim stepped in, and in flawless
German helped them with menu choices, then sat with them explaining how to
catch the bus to Newhaven, and recommend several quick walks they could fit
in before they sailed.
As he stood to leave, the grateful tourists thanked him and complemented him
on his German, asking where he'd become so fluent.
'I was a prisoner of war for four years' he replied. The poor tourists faces were a
picture. They looked so embarrassed, and sorry. They kept apologising. Jim
turned straight back and put them at ease, sitting down and resuming
conversation for a while.
Continued on page 25……..
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CHRISTINGLE 50 CAMPAIGN
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Children’s Society bringing
Christingle to this country with a service held in Lincoln Cathedral in 1968.
To celebrate this landmark anniversary, the Children’s Society is running its
#Christingle50 campaign, which aims to support vulnerable young people
through raising funds at Christingle events and a collaboration with The
Royal Academy of Music.
Some 200,000 10 to 17-year-olds in the UK are experiencing emotional
neglect on a regular basis, and many are also struggling with other
difficulties at home. The charity found that:
11% of 10 to 17-year-olds experiencing emotional neglect also do not have
their own bed; 21% 10 to 17-year-olds experiencing emotional neglect had
also been homeless in the last five years; and 20% of 10 to 17-year-olds
experiencing emotional neglect also lived in a household that had used a
food bank in the last five years.
Matthew Reed, Chief Executive of The Children’s Society explains: 'Too
many young people will wake up on Christmas morning like any other feeling alone and unable to cope.'
You can support young people by donating to the #Christingle50
campaign, or by attending a local Christingle Service. For more
information, visit www.christingle.org.

Why not join us on Christmas Eve at 3.30pm for our Christingle
at St Andrew’s Church, Alfriston?

CHRISTMAS CARDS
On sale in the Church in aid of St Andrew’s
A selection of cards, postcards, bookmarks, leather coasters, fridge
magnets, preserves and second hand books are on sale in the south
porch of St Andrew’s

Alfriston Wealth
Management
•
•
•
•

Tax efficient Investment
Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Retirement Planning and
Pensions Auto-enrolment
Life Cover and Income
Protection
1 North Street,
Alfriston, East Sussex,
BN26 5UG
Telephone: 01323 871489
www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston

REMEMBRANCE DAY REFLECTIONS (continued from page 22…..)
When they left, they all shook hands, and were smiling and laughing
again. He later told me he had no malice towards them. They were about
the same age as he'd been when he was defending the beaches at
Dunkirk in the evacuation. He was captured and spent the rest of the war
in a camp. He said, 'it was our generation that was responsible for that,
neither they or their parents were to blame. It is all forgiven … I was and still am, in
awe.
I'm reliably told that we're living in the most peaceful time in human history. You'd
never know it if you rely on TV. Each night whilst we eat our tea, they show
children dying right in front of our eyes as a result of some war....somewhere.
Terrorists run amok and gunmen lurk around every corner. Dreadful things are
happening of course, but have you noticed how many wonderful things are
happening too? Around the world there are genuine attempts to stop hunger
and extreme poverty. Look at any form of media, and you are bombarded by
charities asking for money and support for something or other. I hope for example
that in my life time, every child ( as predicted by Water Aid ) will have access to
fresh drinking water. The World Health Organisation continues to immunise against
disease. Thanks to Live Aid, and the positive use of TV we woke up to the plight of
the abject misery of others, and realised that whilst we couldn't necessarily stop it,
we could at least start to do something about it. Now when a country is
devastated by Tsunami, for example, the world is galvanised to offer immediate
aid. Everyone is now our neighbour.
Lets begin to use Remembrance Day a little differently. We need to Remember all
the privilege and freedom we have to do wonderful things . With words you can
wound or heal. 100 years on from the end of the great war, all those involved are
long gone. It is quite right to respect everything they did. But as the years go by, I
hope that like my grandfather, we can learn to smile at the idiots who use their
freedom to spit out their vile ideas, because we have the freedom to ignore
them! And Jim who gladly used an ability with language learned in the worst of
circumstances, to spread a little kindness. Despite everything, he could genuinely
love his enemies grandchildren.
We CAN all learn to be kinder to each other. If we're afraid of a stranger, learn
about them. Look for the commonality. We all love our children. We all bleed red
blood. In little ways we can help each other. Misunderstandings can be resolved,
and talking, using our 'Freedom of speech' so hard fought for is the way to go, as
long as we keep using it,..... and using it carefully.
With love and great respect to my grandfather Charles ( WW1) and Jim (WW2)
Trish Bullivent
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NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK - DARKNESS
There is in God, some say,
A deep but dazzling darkness
Darkness stretches from Halloween until Christmas. We do not like darkness and
fear what we might find there and so we drown it out with bonfires and ‘trick and
treat’. This latter came from a Lancashire custom of mischief night which
travelled to America and then back to us. But before this and in a tradition which
survived into the early part of the twentieth century young children roamed the
dark lanes of Cheshire on All Souls Day (November 2 nd) , begging for soul cakes
with which to fortify those said to wander the dark lanes at this time.
The old ballad ‘The Wife of Usher’s Well’ concerns a woman whose three sons
return at Martinmas (November 15th), not to frighten but to beg her to cease
mourning. She had overrun the allotted year and a day and if she persisted no
good would come of it.
These stories are about compassion not fear.
The poet cited above uses John 3v2 as his text: This man [Nicodemus] came to
Jesus by night. There is a sense in this that the bizziness of the day prevents deep
reflection
Melancholia, that surfeit of black bile which is to be avoided at all costs also
dwells in the dark. And yet within this too there is light:
Hail divinest Melancholy,/ Whose saintly visage is too bright/To hit the sense of
human sight,/And therefore to our weaker view/ O’erlaid with black, staid
Wisdom’s hue;
But we are afraid of the dark and no sooner that the bonfires are quenched,
than Christmas lights are lit. What are we running from?
There is a small wood of stark oak and birch with an under-story of holly whose
leaves are super abundantly dark and whose berries more bloody than red and
to which the tawny owl comes at night bringing her wisdom. If only we would
listen.

What kind of care
brings you as though a stranger to my door
through the long night and in the icy dew
seeking the heart that will not harbour you,
that keeps itself religiously secure?
At this dark solstice filled with frost and fire
your passion’s ancient wounds must bleed anew...

Tim Beech
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LEWES SURGERY RINGMER SURGERY
01273 473232
01273 814590
WOODINGDEAN SURGERY
01273 302609
LAUGHTON EQUINE CLINIC
01323 815120

Please see our website for further details and special offers www.cliffevets.co.uk
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DIARY FOR DECEMBER 2018

Mon
Tues
Tue 1st 3rd 4th
Weds

Art Club in AWMH
Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church
The Octaves - OCC
Scottish Dancing - AWMH

2 - 4.30 pm
7.15pm
7.15 pm
3.30 - 5pm

Weds

Yoga in the School Hall

4.30 - 5.45 pm

Weds
Thurs 2nd & 4th
Thurs

Short Mat Bowls in AWMH
Bridge Club AWMH
Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall

7 pm
2.00 pm
11 am

Fri
Fri

Yoga in AWMH
Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield

1.45 - 3.00pm
3.30 pm

Sat 1

Twinning event - AWMH - (p.7)

6.30pm

Sun 2

Lullington Church Lantern Service -(p.13)
Pro Musica Christmas Concert - St Andrew’s - (p.8)

4.30 pm
7.00pm

Wed 5

Final Coffee Circle

10.30am—12 noon

Sat 8

Christmas at the OCC - (p.8)

10.00am-3.00pm

8th & 9th

Christmas Cheer in WestDean—Dovecote - (p.15)

10.00am-4.00pm

Thurs 13

Litlington Christmas Coffee Morning - Village Hall (p.13)

11.00am

Sat 15

Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross

2.00 pm

Mon 17

Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH

7.15 pm

Tue 18

Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts
W.I. Christmas Party (Members Only) - OCC
Cake, Tea & Chatter at Abbeyfield
Litlington Carol Singing - meet at the Tea Gardens -(p.13)

8.30 am
2.00pm
3.30pm
6.00 pm

Thur 20

Litlington Carol Singing - meet at the Tea Gardens -(p.13) 6.00pm
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The Tye Alfriston BN26 5TL



www.oldchapelcentre.com



Tel 01323 870536

Newly refurbished with excellent facilities
including kitchen & servery
Ideal for a wide range of functions
Licensed for Wedding Services
Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people
Disabled access and limited private parking

JIM HALL
PRIVATE HIRE
LONG DISTANCE DRIVER
AIRPORTS/SEAPORTS

Reliable

Efficient

FULL WEALDEN LICENCE

Trustworthy

ENHANCED DBS CHECKED

Tel: 01323 871387
Mobile: 07964 556801
E: jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk
BASED IN ALFRISTON

