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November         
Stephen Writes……. 

 
Now three months in to my ministry here in the Cuckmere Valley I have had the 

chance to meet some people and make my initial assessment of what needs to 

be prioritised in the life of the churches here.  The early months of a new ministry 

are about forming a relationship of trust between priest and people without 

which ministry cannot be effective.  It is wise not to assume too much.  I met 

someone who lives in Alfriston just this week who said, “I didn’t know there was a 

new priest” - so there is more to be done yet in making myself known.  I am 

interested in people and happy to visit anyone who would like to meet me so do 

be in touch if you would like to know me more. 

There is a great deal to do and many things to occupy my attention here.  

Though I must prioritise the spiritual life of the communities, the care of our 

ancient places of worship cannot be ignored.  The smaller villages are managing 

the demands of their churches well but Alfriston St Andrew requires significant 

resources to address our present needs.  There is a small dedicated team looking 

at this challenge and progress has already been made in establishing a 

programme of works and beginning to seek the funds required.  As the most 

significant building in the village St Andrew’s Church  is iconic.  Since 1360 each 

generation has maintained and preserved it and it is now our turn to ensure its 

well-being for the present and future.  Currently on the ‘at-risk’ register we need 

the support of everyone here to ensure its survival.  I am not daunted by this 

however and fully intend that we will achieve the completion of this important 

work including further development for Church and community use. 

In the mean time I am turning my thoughts and prayers to our spiritual life. No 

church ever grew without a deeper commitment to prayer and the study of the 

Bible.  Thank you to those who have joined me on occasion for the brief time of 

morning prayer which I say in Church at 9am on weekdays.  Do come when you 

can even if you only sit quietly and listen.  In due course I will be offering a series 

of talks about Christianity to which all will be welcome. 

But for now, we can all enjoy the ‘season 

of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ and 

Keats puts it, the sunrise over Windover 

Hill and looking down on the low mist on 

the Cuckmere as we climb above and 

give thanks for the beauty of this special 

place. 

Stephen 



 

 

Chiron bespoke framing 

No job too small / colour matching 

Good Pricing / conservation materials 

Close to Berwick Station, free parking 

07515 729326  vernonholt18@gmail.com 

www.vernonholt.com 
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Our cake stall at the summer fair was a great success. What a lovely 

day!  The previous week we had entertained the members of Bexhill 

Day Centre to an afternoon tea. They thoroughly enjoyed the 

afternoon, with sandwiches, cake and strawberries and cream.  Unfortunately we 

had to hold the event at Berwick village hall because they are not allowed to 

park their minibuses at the AWMH. 

Our next meeting will be our Annual Meeting. Then we look forward to the 

Christmas Party in December and another year with interesting speakers and 

enjoyable outings! 

Wendy Day  -  870433 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    

Surely no one could ever tire of the Seven Sisters when viewed from the sea on a 

calm mid-summers day.  It was just such a day and just such a  view in early 

October when our Twinning Group set off from Newhaven for Veules les Roses 

and a fabulous long weekend.   The Veules Twinning Committee, supported 

and encouraged by Jean-Claude the kindly and delightful Mayor and his wife, 

Catherine,  had pulled out all the Stops with several committee meetings to 

make it such a weekend.  They found private accommodation and hosts for 

everyone including the additional twenty two members of the professional/semi-

professional Johnny Spice Swing Orchestra.  An extraordinary  and exhausting 

achievement which was greatly appreciated.  The band members were blown 

away by the welcome, kindness, and generosity of their French hosts.  We say, 

and said, thank you a million times.  

The wide ranging delicious home made  buffet of Saturday evening had been 

arranged and provided entirely by the ladies of the Veules Twinning 

Committee.  Our group contribution to this had been to take 6kg of three 

quality Sussex Cheeses supplied by Bev of the Village Store. She did us proud. The 

Johnny Spice Band arranged by Mark Hurst was most certainly the icing on the 

Saturday cake.  They were fabulous: all dressed with red tie, a lapel red rose, 

immaculate white jackets and blue shirts.  Here was a foot tapping Swing Band 

of yesteryear, with a line up of Trombones, Saxophones, Trumpets surely  a million 

miles from today’s incomprehensible Rock. Their leader,  Paul Hyde,  successor 

to Johnny Spice spoke partially in French but their singer, Ruth, 

a classically trained musician who had developed a love for Swing, also has a 

Degree in French from the UEA. With two years work experience in France she 

was able to make all of the introductions in fluent French.  The eleven year old 

daughter of two band members,  dressed as the others, competently played her 

first Trumpet solo in her first concert.  For many it was the sheer pleasure of turning 

back the clock and listening.   

Continued on page 7……. 

TWINNING 



 

 

LEWES SURGERY     RINGMER SURGERY 

01273 473232                   01273 814590 

WOODINGDEAN SURGERY 

01273 302609 

LAUGHTON EQUINE CLINIC 

01323 815120 

Please see our website for further details and special offers www.cliffevets.co.uk 



 

 

CUCKMERE NEWS                                - 7 - November 2018 

Remember the three-penny bit?  Not the many sided brass looking one …  How 

about the silver coin grandma used to put into the Christmas pudding?  They 

have gone, not replaced, as have the florin, the half-crown, the guinea and the 

many countless thousands of others throughout the world.  So when did money 

begin its long history after the age of barter? 

Answering this question with the answers that have changed the way we live, will 

be explored at the November 15 ACVHS lecture by Dr. David Rudling, MA, PhD, 

FSA, MCIfA, senior lecturer in Archaeology at the University of Sussex and an 

acknowledged expert on numismatics, the study of currency including coins, 

tokens, paper money and related objects. 

The lecture begins at 7.30 pm at Dean’s Place Hotel, Alfriston.  All are welcome:  

Members free; non-members £5.  Coffee/tea and mince pies gratis. The bar will 

be open before and during the interval.         

AdeA. 

ALFRISTON & CUCKMERE VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

 The energetic added dancing to this pleasure;  but, when you have seen a 

retired Admiral of the French Navy and his wife leading off an energetic Jive with 

the skill of a ‘Strictly’ Finalist,  believe me, you have seen everything!! 

Sunday lunch at St Valery Casino Hotel,  concluded our visit on a stratospheric 

high. Our Starter included Foie Gras.  Each Course was beautifully cooked, 

artistically presented and skilfully served. The place names on the many tables 

had been the idea and work of the inimitable, tireless, and artistic Nadine who 

had arranged with her students, (who came here earlier in the year),  to make 

their own drawings on folded 7x5 thin black cardboard; the names on one side, 

their drawing on the other.  We all brought our place names home! Our lunch 

concluded with effusive thanks, much hugging, kissing and our looking forward to 

the next time together, here in Alfriston. 

But what of the future?   Our final event of 2018 will be a merry musical affair with 

a Christmas flavour. It will be a great evening of live entertainment with the ever 

popular chanteuse Lo Polidoro and her accordionist husband, Nigel Broderick of 

Fleur de Paris.  The return to the Village Hall Alfriston on Saturday 1st December, 

with their new repertoire Chanson, Swing and the American Songbook. Doors 

open 6.30pm Tickets £12. Cash bar, light snacks and raffle by the Twinning 

Group. To book Tickets or other twinning information:  

Ring Jean: Tel (01323) 890373 or Sylvia 01323 871188 or  jeannecash@gmail.com 

Tony up the hill 870561 

……..Twinning continued 

mailto:jeannecash@gmail.com
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    At the beginning of September the CVHS went on an outing to the RHS 

Late Summer Show At Wisley Gardens . It was a beautiful day. The 

grounds were filled with marques offering plants, flowers and every type 

of gardening artefact. The main tent held a glorious display of Dahlias in every 

shape, size & colour possible. There was even a large tent of Decorative 

Arrangements. Apart from the Show the grounds displayed their usual floral beds 

& woodlands It was a great day out  Entrance was free as we are an Affiliated 

Society so it was a fitting gift to our members for creating Our Own Shows in the 

Village. Thank you to all for a Joyous & Fruitful Year !   

      Roxchel Angelis Show Secretary CVHS.    

CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The talk in October was all about 'Secret Sussex Gardens' and we were shown 

photographs of several private gardens - a "behind the scenes" look at places 

which are not open to the public. 

Our thanks to Lesley Chamberlain and, of course, Wendy and Bubbles for the 

refreshments. 

By now you should all have booked your places at the Members' Dinner, to be 

held on Tuesday November 13th at the War Memorial Hall, commencing at 

7.30pm. 

Any last minute queries, please telephone Jane Alvey - 870036. We look forward 

to seeing you there for what is always a very enjoyable evening. 

Liz Hall 

UPDATE FROM ALFRISTON SCHOOL 

Just a quick note to say THANK YOU SO MUCH to everyone for supporting the 

school and other local charities with the Alfriston Summer Festival this year over 

the August Bank Holiday.  So many groups, clubs and individuals in Alfriston gave 

their time, effort (and cash!), and we are overwhelmed at the wonderful support 

you gave us.  It’s not easy being a small, rural school, but with your fantastic 

input, we raised just over £3,000 for the school!  This is an amazing amount, and 

has allowed us to fix our leaky roof in the swimming pool changing rooms, plus 

buy some new art supplies for the children.    

We hope you enjoyed the return of the festival as much as we did, and we are 

looking forward to holding it again next year.  All very exciting, we are learning so 

much, and if you want to give us any additional feedback, please do get in 

touch, and we’ll do it even better next year!    

Kind regards and thank you all again!   

Yvonne and the Friends of Alfriston School Committee  

friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com  

mailto:friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com


 

 

RICHARD BARTLETT 

 Flint Walls, Landscaping  
and Tree Services 

Traditional flint wall and  
lime mortar craftsman 

All types of flint wall repairs, re-pointing 
rebuilding and new builds 

Highly experienced, with two English 
Heritage awards for excellence 

www.richardbartlett.co.uk 
Litlington 01323 871452    

Mobile 07799648874  
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 Big-band music came to church in September with the Johnny Spice Swing 

Orchestra and vocalist Pam Dabell, all led by Paul Hyde . This experienced and 

well-established 18 -piece line up treated  the audience to a range of standards 

and favourites from 40’s through to the seventies. Crisp and incisive playing from 

all sections combined with equally polished individual solos, especially in the 

brass, complimented the band’s full, rich and dynamic sound.  

Pam Dabell, elegantly attired in period dress, gave stylish renderings of Blue Moon 

and Fly me to the Moon, amongst many others.   

Ian Allison (from Uckfield) 

SWING IT AT ST ANDREW’S 

THE FRIENDS OF CUCKMERE 

We had a great turn-out for our AGM and discussion evening at the Plough and 

Harrow on 11 September – about 40 people came along. 

There was a very upbeat contribution from representatives of the new Water 

Level Management Board, who now look after all things water related in the 

valley other than the river itself. There is a possibility of them taking a more active 

role in the river in future. They are currently working on a costed report on the 

Cuckmere which will be shared with the Friends and could be used in discussions 

with the National Trust and the Cuckmere Estuary Group. 

Members were not happy to hear that the National Trust, who own the raised 

bank and the flood plain on the west of the Cuckmere, were taking over a year 

to decide whether to fund a feasibility study into options for what might happen, 

even though most options had already been explored during the Pathfinder 

project which finished in 2011. This means a further delay of probably 2 years. 

There was very strong support for the Friends to press for continuing repairs to the 

banks to make sure that they don’t collapse while the talking goes on. 

So we still have an important role to play in shaping the future of the estuary, 

especially the much loved meanders and the maintenance of easy access to 

the beach for all, and we need to keep up the pressure. Do tell friends and 

family about the work we are doing, and encourage them to join – the more 

members we have, the stronger our voice. 

Anyone wishing to join or rejoin the Friends please contact Jane Francis 871310 or 

info@cuckmerefriends.org                                                                        Jane Francis 

Cuckmere Rural Business Networking - Invitation to a free event for anyone running a 
small business or working self-employed from home in the rural area.  20th November at 

6.30pm -Berwick Inn lower bar.  At 7.15pm there will be introductions and a brief talk by 
Action in Rural Sussex and Let’s Do Business.  For more information and to reserve your 
place at this FREE EVENT - Josie on 01323 840048 or email josie@hailshamcreative.com or via the 

Facebook page Cuckmere Rural Business . 

mailto:josie@hailshamcreative.com
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OPEN HERITAGE DAYS  - WEST DEAN 

CURRY & RACE NIGHT 

FRIDAY 23rd NOVEMBER, ALFRISTON WAR MEMORIAL HALL 

On Friday 23rd November, we are holding a Race & Curry Night to raise money 

for the War Memorial Hall,  Alfriston School, and St Wilfrid’s Hospice.    

Tickets cost £10 each, and include a range of delicious home-made curries, plus 

chutneys, poppadoms and nan-breads.  Bring cash on the night for the bar and 

betting!  Doors open 6.00pm, food from 6.30pm, first race 7.00pm.    

Tickets available from Yvonne on 87.18.19. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

We and our Animal Friends are invited to a Get ~ Together at 

Sunday 11th November 2018  From 11.30am – 13.30pm 

To Commemorate Animals’ service during war and peace times. 

A display of Alfriston’s animal history and light refreshments served to peo-

ple and animals (gluten free) 

All Welcome 

The Open Heritage Days at Dovecote Garden, West Dean on September 15/16, 

brought a record number of visitors, and a record amount raised for All Saints 

Church (£1,332) by the catering volunteers who produced an abundance of 

tea/coffee and cakes.  

One of the main attractions was the restored 14th century dovecote, now 

registered as an Ancient Monument. 

Thanks to Jo and Julian Martyr for making the event possible - and to the many 

volunteers who aided and abetted. 

The next fund raiser for All Saints Church will be The Christmas Market on 

December 8/9 at the same venue.  Help is required by Julian (870323) with car 

parking and the catering team will be delighted to receive cakes – Helen 

(871464).  More information to follow in the next edition of The Cuckmere News. 

AdeA    



 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES IN NOVEMBER 

Sunday 4th November - 4th Sunday before Advent 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Mattins 

Alfriston:    3.00 pm All Soul’s Service 

Sunday 11th November - Remembrance Sunday 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Remembrance Day Service  

Folkington:  10.30 am  Remembrance Day Service  

Alfriston:  10.50 am Remembrance Day Service  

Sunday 18th November - 2nd Sunday before Advent 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 25th November - Christ the King 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am St Andrew’s Patronal Holy Communion   

Prayers are said in St Andrew’s from 9 to 9.30am on weekdays 

Alfriston:          10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday 13th at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

Sept 1.44” 1.99” Sept 1.62” 2.07” 

Oct-Sept 26.40” 32.52” Total 2018 22.22”  

Rain fell on   7 Days Rain fell on 6 Days 

Wettest day 22nd with  1.006” Wettest day 22nd with 0.63” 

RAINFALL  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ALFRISTON & DISTRICT BRANCH 

REMEMBRACE SUNDAY PARADE COMMEMORATING 1918-2018 

One hundred years ago, Britain's bravest were laying down their lives for the sake 

of future generations.  Of those who returned, many faced new battles at home.  

These included unemployment and homelessness – often on top of devastating 

injuries.  The Legion was founded in 1921 to help these returning heroes and it 

continues in this support work for Service men and women of today.   

You are warmly invited to attend the WWI Centenary Remembrance Service to be 

held at St Andrews Church on Sunday 11th November 2018. The Remembrance 

Parade will leave the Square in the centre of Alfriston at 10:30am to march to St 

Andrews for the Service. 

 

Your local branch of the Royal British Legion would welcome your support on this 

historical day as we remember those who were lost but are not  forgotten.   

 
Vanessa Bristow-Rose 

 
 

 
Greater love has no one 

than this: to lay down 

one’s life for one’s 

friends. 

 
John 15:13-15 
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I have had many emails and letters about the Exceat 

bridge and exactly what the plans are to improve it. 

Since being elected it has been a priority for me to 

improve this busy and dangerous junction for all road 

users who currently  have to endure long delays at 

peak times. Funding to build a second bridge has 

been granted and work to construct this will begin 

shortly. However a considerable amount of work needs to be completed first as 

this is a very environmentally sensitive site. As you will appreciate the project is a 

significant one in terms of profile and location that requires working with key 

stakeholders including the South Downs National Park Authority (who are the 

planning authority), the Environment Agency, Natural England and Sustrans.  

Currently environmental studies, including flood assessments, are taking place 

and will continue throughout the year to ensure as little disruption takes place as 

possible during construction. In addition surveys are being carried out of the 

existing bridge as no decision has been made as to whether this will stay . It 

needs considerable work doing to it, to make it  sustainable in the long term and 

this assessment needs to be completed first.   

It is hoped that a planning application will be submitted next year and work will 

then start if permission has been granted. We are all impatient for this new bridge 

to happen, no more so than me and I very much welcome the fact that this 

junction will be a much safer and less congested area in the future.  

Many thanks 

Maria Caulfield MP, Member of Parliament for Lewes 

EXCEAT BRIDGE UPDATE 

 2nd December  - Advent Sunday 

At 4.30pm 

Come and start Christmas with Advent Carols and Readings in a 

Warm Candlelight Church 

All Welcome 

Don’t forget to bring a torch and take care on the path leading up to the church. 

LULLINGTON CHURCH LANTERN SERVICE 



 

 

APPS PROPERTY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
RICHARD APPS 

FREE ESTIMATES  - NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Fully Insured - References Available   Local, Reliable & Trustworthy 

From Picture hanging to Building works! 

Qualified Chimney Sweep - Member of The Institute of Chimney Sweeps   

Call for your Free Quote 07447 053170 

www.appspropertymaintenance.co.uk   appspropertymaintenance@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

ACG TREE SURGERY 

All tree and hedge work undertaken 

Garden Clearance 

Stump Grinding 

Soft Landscaping 

Fencing & Repairs 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

01323 411215 – 07809 373482 

www.acgtreesurgery.co.uk 

     

nickhunter754@gmail.com 

Andrew White 
Personal Assistant 

Support to maintain an in-

dependent life 

Domestic Administration  

Household Management 

Transport, Travel Escort  

Medical Appointments 

Shopping, Cooking & More  

Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com 

07721 206172                                     
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 WILLIAM’S SOUP CLUB 

 

 

Old Chapel Centre from 12 noon - 2pm 

ONCE A MONTH ON A WEDNESDAY 

(Starting on November 28th) 

With home-made broccoli & stilton (veg) 

Roasted red pepper, tomato and basil (veg) 

+ Delicious Bread 

£5.00 including donation to charity 

ALL WELCOME 

Just drop in; no need to book 

More info?  Contact William 07947 299650 or 870536 

Raising money for the restoration of St Andrew’s is a major undertaking for our 

village, but one of the joys of the Restoration Fund is the different musicians who 

have come to play at the church to help raise the money so badly needed. On 

Sunday 14 October we were privileged to hear the John Lake Trio. 

John Lake is keyboard player with the Johnny Spice Swing Band – a band well-

known in Alfriston and one of previous performers for the Restoration Fund. But the 

Trio - John Lake on our recently acquired baby grand, Matt Casterton on bass 

and Simon Cambers on drums – was something very different! What we heard 

was the music of Michel Camilo. Michel Camilo is a pianist and composer from 

the Dominican Republic, specialising in jazz, Latin and classical piano work, and 

what we were treated to was a concert of Latin jazz.   

And what jazz it was! From the first cascade of notes from the piano we were 

swept along by a style of music that was quite new to me. While there were some 

calmer and quieter pieces, we were for the most part ravished by the explosive 

energy of the Latin rhythms, and by the virtuosity of this talented trio. 

For those of us who were there, it was an experience to remember. For those who 

weren’t, well, look out for an opportunity to hear this Trio and this music. 

Rod Young 

John Lake Trio at St. Andrews - a review 
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NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - DOGS 

A close relative of that fiend who ate Granny, our best friends are 

top order predators, a quality that makes training a sheep dog into a 

tightrope walk. 

By instinct the border collie will round up sheep in much the same 

way as wolves encircle their intended prey. They do so in order to 

sort out a suitable victim, normally a weak or sickly specimen (they 

cannot afford injury – a limping carnivore will most likely starve). 

Wolves are thus necessarily social creatures capable of co-

operation. Once selected the intended prey is then separated off and killed. 

The problem facing the shepherd is how to stop the process after the first stage. 

The wolf pack has a distinct hierarchy and it is vital that each member knows its 

place and role. The dog handler must be leader of the pack and so, if one is 

training a strong dog, it may be necessary to be somewhat harsh at the 

beginning. Lest this sounds cruel, it is generally held that a dog that knows its 

place is the more content for it. 

There was once a very remarkable dog called Chaz who was very wilful indeed 

and yet after the initial battle seemed quite happy to take a subservient role and 

who went on to work until he was 15, the last dozen of which he achieved despite 

total blindness. Technically  he was a ‘brindled merle’  -patterned in such a way 

that the black, white and tan colours merged. He looked for all the world like a 

small wolf. 

One very important element in dog-training is to avoid the use of repetition. Any 

repetition beyond the second or third call simply teaches the dog that it is alright 

to ignore you, and that is a slippery slope. 

Perhaps the best tool for the handler is to learn the art of anticipation. To do this of 

course requires close observation and an intimate knowledge of the animal. It is 

far better to give the command a brief half second before the dog misbehaves. 

Once the dog has got away from you it is very difficult indeed to recover the 

situation. 

It is said that the domestication of sheep was consequent upon that of the wolf 

and , surely, the cooperation demonstrated, over the centuries between humans 

and dogs to the mutual benefit of both has led us to call the dog our best friend.  
Tim Beech 
P.S. The author would in no way claim to be an expert in this subject. 

COFFEE CIRCLE 
There will be a final Coffee Circle on Wednesday December 5th in the Old 

Chapel Centre  from 10.30 am when we look forward to a good gathering. 

After that the COFFEE CIRCLE will have a break for the first three months of 2019 

and will discuss where we go from there  -  so watch this space! 

I hope you will all be supporting Will’s Soup Kitchen which should brighten the 

winter days.  THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT THIS YEAR!  

Katie & David Salmon 



 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 
• Tax efficient Investment 

Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 

CHRISTMAS 

TOY COFFEE MORNING 

Bring a toy in exchange for a cup of 
coffee, piece of cake and a natter. 

Wednesday 7th November 

10am - 12 noon 

Old Chapel Centre 
 

The toys will be distributed to families 
in need who are supported by  

Family Support Work 

 

Toy/Gift Suggestions 

New puzzles, games, crayons & 
colouring/reading books, tokens, 

vouchers and toiletries 



 

 



 

 

CUCKMERE NEWS                                - 25 - November 2018 

November 2018 marks the cessation of fighting in WW1.  The 100th anniversary will, 

up and down the country in hamlets, villages, towns and cities be 

commemorated, including St. Andrew’s Church, Alfriston who will join in the peal 

of bells on November 11 along with at least 1000 other churches.   We will 

remember those from the Cuckmere Valley who died and whose names are 

inscribed on the memorial boards in the Benefice Churches. 

It is worth remembering that not all those who were killed came from the 

Cuckmere Valley but from other villages in the area and their parents would have 

requested that their names be placed on the commemorative tablets.     

St. Andrew’s Church, Alfriston:  There are twenty-five men listed on the tablet 

situated in the nave on the north wall of the church: 

Private Frederick Marchant whose parents lived in Lullington, was 25 when he 

died on 05.04.1918 and he is buried in Picardie.  Gunner Frederick Charles Brench 

(Royal Field Artillery), who lived with his wife Julia and parents in the High Street, 

Alfriston, was 27 when he died.  He is buried in the London Rifle Cemetery in 

Hainault, Belgium.  Charles Frederick Capelin (Royal Sussex Regiment), whose 

parents lived in Lewes, was 20 when he was killed in 1916 and he is 

commemorated on the Thiepval.  Edward Carter (Royal Field Artillery), had 

previously been a regular soldier having enlisted for six years.  He rejoined the 

Army in 1914 aged 32.  Private William James Christmas (Prince of Wales’s Own, 

West Yorkshire Regiment) had been in the Sussex Reserve and died in Flanders in 

1918 aged 56.  Private Albert Edward Crowhurst (Lancashire Fusiliers) was killed in 

action in Flanders in October 1918, aged 31.  He was a gardener who lived at 22 

The Street, Wilmington with his parents William and Bessie.  Rifleman Frederick 

George Farmer (Rifle Brigade) died in September 1918, aged 18 and he is buried 

in Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery, Epehy, Somme.  He lived with his parents at 2 

West Street, Alfriston.  Private Gilbert Harry Maskell (Royal Sussex Regiment, British 

Expeditionary Force) was killed in action, aged 23, in May 1915.  He was a 

shepherd. Private William Muddle (Northampton Regiment) was born in 1875 and 

died aged 43 in August 1918.  He is buried at Hagle Dump Cemetery, West 

Vlaanderen, Belgium. His wife Ellen and parents lived in the High St, Alfriston. 

Corporal Louis Pettitt (Duke of Cambridge’s Own Middlesex Regiment) was killed 

in action in July 1918 aged 31.  A groom in civilian life, he lived with his parents, 

David and Mary at Star Lane Cottages, Alfriston.  Private Walter William Gibson 

Turrell (Labour Corps) died in Flanders from his wounds in July 1917 aged 35.  He 

was a beer retailer who lived at Market House in Alfriston with his wife Susan, his 

mother Ada, and his two young sons.  He and Susan had married in St. Andrew’s 

church in December 1914.                                           Continued over page…….             

WW1  - HONOURING OUR DEAD 
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HONOURING OUR DEAD, Continued…... 

Sargent Frank Baker (Royal Sussex 2nd Battalion, British Expeditionary Force) born in 

Alfriston, was killed in action on June 30, 1916.  He is commemorated on the Arras 

Memorial, Arras, Pas-de-Calais. Private Horace John Baker (Army Service Corp) 

born in Alfriston and worked as a brick layer.  Horace was wounded in France and 

sent to Swindon, Wiltshire to recover but died in November 1918 and is buried in St. 

Andrew’s graveyard. Private Arthur Stanley Baker, brother of Horace and also 

born in Alfriston in 1897 worked at a garden boy.  Killed in France in 1916, aged 19 

and he is buried in Warlincourt Halte British Cemetery, Saulty, France.  Private 

Alfred Foord (2nd Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment, British Expeditionary Forces) 

was born in Alfriston where he lived with his parents,  William and Matilda, in the 

High Street.  Killed in action in October 1914 his name is on the Menin Gate 

Memorial in Ypres, Belgium. Private Herbert Foord (1st Battalion Royal Sussex 

Regiment) was killed in Mesopotamia (present day Iraq) in February 1917 aged 35.  

Herbert had lived in part of the Vicarage House in Lullington.   During four years of 

fighting in the region, more than 31,000 officers and men from the British and 

Indian armies died either in combat or from disease.  Rifleman Harold Keating (3rd 

Battalion, Rifle Brigade) lived in Alfriston and died of his wounds in Flanders in 

October 1918 aged 31. Private Walter Keating (3rd Battalion Royal Sussex 

Regiment) had joined the Army in 1905 on a Short Service Attestation previously 

having been a farm labourer who lived in Alfriston.  He was killed in France.   

Private James Marchant (9th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment, British Expeditionary 

Force) born in Alfriston, was killed in action in February, 1916.  Private Frank Russell 

(Duke of Cambridge, Middlesex Regiment, 11th Battalion) killed in action in 

Flanders in May, 1917.  Frank lived in Alfriston. Able Seaman Walter Stickley RN, 

born in Alfriston in 1882 was killed in action in May 1916 when his ship the HMS 

Black Prince was sunk in the Battle of Jutland.  He is commemorated on the 

Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Sapper George Thomas Wooller (Royal Sussex 

Regiment, 4th Field Camp, South Down Battalion) born in Alfriston and worked as 

an assistant butcher and lived with his parents and four siblings at West Hill, Frog 

Firle.  He was killed in action in Flanders in 1918 aged 23.  George is buried in the 

Westoutre British Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium.  Gunner George H. Humphrey 

(Royal Field Artillery) died in November 1915 aged 18 having been sent home to 

recover from his wounds.    Henry Albert Braden also killed.                                                      

St. Michael the Archangel, Litlington: 

Gunner Harry Constable (29th T. M. Battery, Royal Field Artillery), whose parents 

lived in Clapham Lane, Litlington, died aged 23 in Flanders and is buried in the 

Villiers-Bocage Communal Cemetery in the Somme.  Private Alfred Ticehurst (2nd 

Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment), whose parents lived at Church Farm, Litlington, 

was killed in action aged 19 in May 1915.  He is commemorated on the Le 

Touquet Memorial, Pas de Calais.  Shoeing Smith William Stobbart (14th King’s 

Hussars), who is buried in the churchyard, having died at 31 from influenza.  His 

parents lived at Church Farm.  

The Final part is continued overleaf……..   



 

 

All Saints, West Dean: 

Maurice Theodore Lawrance, son of the Rector of West Dean and born at 

the vicarage, was killed at Beaumont Hamel aged 19.  Not only is he listed on the 

memorial board in church but he has a stained glass window to his memory on 

the south wall which the parish subscribed to, including the Duke of Devonshire.                                             

Frederick Holter killed in the Battle of Loos in April 1917 aged 21.  Gunner Joseph 

Casey (‘W’ Battalion, Royal Horse Artillery) died aged 33 in November 1918 and is 

buried in the churchyard in a registered war grave.  Joseph was born in Seaford, 

the son of John and Alice Casey. 

St. Peter Ad Vincula, Folkington: 

Private Benjamin Thomas Newton (British Expeditionary Force) killed in action in 

May 1915, aged 19.  He had lived in Lower Willingdon at Meachers Cottages.  He 

is commemorated on the Le Touquet Memorial, Richebourg, Pas-de-Calais.  

Gunner Fredrick Newton (East Surrey Regiment) killed in action in May 1918, aged 

19  and  commemorated  on  the  Pozieres  Memorial,  Somme,  Picardie.                                                               

Gunner Albert Wicker (Royal Horse Artillery, 82nd Battalion) born in Lewes and died 

in February 1917, aged 24 during the Balkan Theatre of War in Turkey.  He is buried 

in Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iraq.  Bertie Clark and Lawrence Hughs 

are also listed on the church plaque.    

HONOURING OUR DEAD continued…. 

“At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning  

We will remember them” 



 

 

LITLINGTON  - NOVEMBER 2018 

Film Night in the Village Hall 

Saturday 17 November 7pm 

“The Greatest Showman” 

Entry £3 to include one drink and popcorn  

  

Please contact Cally (871862) or 

 Maggie (870743) for further information.  
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CHURCH REGISTERS 

BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family …” 

8th September 

9th September 

Poppy Humphreys (A) 

Rowan Merina (WD) 

MARRIAGE “ Those whom God had joined together …” 

31st August 

1st September 

8th September 

22nd September 

Kevin Turner & Nichola Hayes (A) 

Abi & Jack Pettitt (Lull) Blessing 

Gary Rudd & Rebecca Wigmore (Lull) 

James King & Mae Dalgarno (A) 

IN MEMORIAM “Behold I make all things new” 

16th August 

30th August 

5th October 

 

14th October 

David Thornton - Interment of Ashes (Lit) 

Jeffrey Webb - Interment of Ashes (Lit) 

George Michael O’Neill (A) 

Margaret O’Neill - Interment of Ashes (A) 

Joyce Lelliott - Interment of Ashes (A) 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

On sale in the Church in aid of  

St Andrew’s Restoration 

A selection of cards, postcards, bookmarks, leather coasters, fridge 

magnets, preserves and second hand books are on sale in the south porch 

of St Andrew’s  

Why not pop in and see what there is! 

Prayer for Bonfire Night 

God of truth and love, on this night as sparks ignite a flame 

And the sky is lit up by flashes and sparkling,  

So may the example of all saints burn and explode within us 

That our hearts may delight in your love and glory 

Ian Black 
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Fri 2 Supper Club - The Apiary  

Sun 4  All Souls Service  - St Andrew’s Church 3.00pm 

Wed 7 FSW  - Christmas Toy Coffee Morning  - OCC (p.23) 10am  - 12 noon 

Sun 11 
Remembrance Parade  - Market Cross  -  (p.17) 

Remembrance get-together  - OCC  - (p13) 

10.30 am 

11.30 am - 1.30pm 

Tue 13 

Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC (p.5) 

Cake, Tea & Chatter at Abbeyfield  - (p.31) 

CV Horticultural Society Members Dinner  - AWMH  -(p.8) 

8.30 am 

2.00 pm 

3.30 pm 

7.30 pm 

Wed 15 Alfriston & CV Historical Society  - Deans Place  - (p.7) 7.30 pm 

Sat 17 
Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 

Film Night at Litlington Village Hall  - (p.28) 
2.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

Fri 19 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Fri 23 Curry & Race Night  - AWMH  - (p.13) 6.00pm 

Tue 27 Prayers for the World 2.00 pm  - 3.30 pm 

Wed 28 William’s Soup Club  - OCC  - (p.21) 12 noon  - 2.00 pm 

 DECEMBER  

Sat 1 Twinning Event - AWMH (p.7) 6.30 pm 

Sun 2 Lullington Church Lantern Service  -  (p.18) 4.30 pm 

Wed 5 Final Coffee Circle  - OCC  - (p.22) 10.30 am -12 noon 

8th & 9th Christmas Market - Dovecote West Dean (p.13)  

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds Scottish Dancing - AWMH 3.30 - 5pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR  NOVEMBER 2018 



 

 



 

 

JIM HALL 
PRIVATE HIRE 

LONG DISTANCE DRIVER 
AIRPORTS/SEAPORTS 

 Reliable   Efficient   Trustworthy 

 FULL WEALDEN LICENCE     ENHANCED DBS CHECKED 

 Tel: 01323 871387         Mobile: 07964 556801     
E: jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk 

 BASED IN ALFRISTON 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 

mailto:jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk

