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September & October 

Stephen Writes……. 
The Diocese of Chichester appointed 2018 as a Year of Prayer. Encouraging our life of 

prayer is an interesting task. There are things we can learn but to be understood and 

appreciated, to reach the place where turning to prayer is not only a desirable thing to 

do but something that begins to feel essential can only be understood through 

experience, the creation of a habit. 

The Benedictine Sister Joan Chichester often asks novices why they go to prayer in the 

monastery. After they have exhausted their fund of holy reasons she reminds them that 

they go to prayer ‘because the bell rings’. More than a Pavlovian response it is about 

creating a rhythm of practice in our daily schedule that comes to seem incomplete 

without the discipline of turning to God in this way. 

In Richard Giles’ book ‘We do not presume’ (– a beginner’s guide to Anglican life and 

thought), the chapter on prayer is entitled ‘Learning good habits’ but he worries at the 

outset that the chapter may be the shortest and the hardest to write because prayer is 

hard. ‘You never seem to be able to make time, you never know what to say and it can 

seem that there is never anyone in when you call.’  If your own prayer life might be 

characterised as low-key, pragmatic and with a reluctance to expect too much then 

be assured that there are riches to be discovered if you will. 

By praying daily in church I am doing no more than is required of me but it is also what I 

prefer. I am already noticing the opportunities that arise to meet people who come to 

visit St Andrews. One family I met in this way ended up coming for supper and I have 

been able to put them in touch with their local church. I am interested in the way many 

people are not fazed by my kneeling to pray whilst they look around as if it is not only 

normal but expected. 

I want to help develop our life of prayer both individually and corporately. This is where 

every good development in Church life begins. Perhaps you don’t even come to 

Church but would like to learn more about how this can benefit your life. I can honestly 

say that I have seen churches change for the better through this practice.  

I want to begin by asking you all to commit to praying for our church and its work in the 

community daily. This can be done in a number of ways but it will not require more of 

you than you can give. I am happy to provide a simple rite of prayer to use that can be 

said in a matter of minutes. Please feel able to join me at 9am in Church whenever it 

suits you. You can sit in silence or join in if you wish. If you only come rarely I won’t mind. 

In the mean time I ask you please to pray for me as Rector and remember that prayer 

begins with a recognition of our inability to pray for ‘we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes with sighs too deep for words’. (Romans 8:26)  

 

Stephen. 



 

 

Chiron bespoke framing 

No job too small / colour matching 

Good Pricing / conservation materials 

Close to Berwick Station, free parking 

07515 729326  vernonholt18@gmail.com 

www.vernonholt.com 



 

 

CUCKMERE NEWS                                - 5 - September / October 2018 

With the summer holidays in full swing, we are busy at Family Support Work 

providing lots of activities for our families over the next few weeks including 

beach days, park picnics and activity days. We have also finished the 

recruitment process for our four new practitioners (for Coldean, East Grinstead, 

Crawley and Newhaven/Lewes/Seaford), who will be starting work at the 

beginning of September. It’s an exciting time as this growth means we will be 

able to support so many more families over the next year who are greatly in need 

of our help. 

There are lots of upcoming events if anybody would like to join us -  Henfield Fair 

on 2nd September and the Great Steyning Bake Off on September 16th. All the 

information about these events can be found on our website 

(www.familysupportwork.org) or by calling Melissa in our office on 01273 832963.   
FAMILY SUPPORT WORK  

FAMILY SUPPORT WORK 

We hope that members have all enjoyed our lovely summer weather 

(although you can have too much of a good thing!).  There is an 

interesting programme to come for the autumn, starting with a talk by Simon Mott 

on "What Makes a Superstar" on September 18th, then on October 16th Michaela 

Wynn-Jones will be showing us many different ways to tie a scarf.  As usual there 

will be tea and biscuits and a good selection of books to buy.  Both meetings will 

be at 2.00 pm. in the Old Chapel Centre and visitors will be welcome - a small 

donation would be appreciated.  

Wendy Day  -  870433 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    

CHRISTMAS TOY COFFEE MORNING 

We are holding our usual  Family Support Work toy coffee morning on Wednesday 

7th November in the Old Chapel Centre from 10am -12 noon. 

Please bring a toy in exchange for a cup of coffee, a piece of cake and a natter. 

Toy suggestions  - new puzzles, games, crayons and colouring/reading books, 

tokens, vouchers or toiletries are also very acceptable. 

Please come and support us as you always do. 

 

THANK YOU  - Marjorie Mason 



 

 

LEWES SURGERY     RINGMER SURGERY 

01273 473232                   01273 814590 

WOODINGDEAN SURGERY 

01273 302609 

LAUGHTON EQUINE CLINIC 

01323 815120 

Please see our website for further details and special offers www.cliffevets.co.uk 
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Open Heritage Days will be celebrated in West Dean on Saturday, September 15 

and Sunday, 16 September in Dovecote Gardens between 10.00 and 1600 – the 

perfect occasion for a family outing.  There is easy access from and to the car 

park opposite the church (no charge!), no entrance fee, toilet facilities, a 

welcome for dogs on leads, under-cover buildings and lots to see and 

investigate. 

The main attractions includes one of the areas’ “must sees” the restored 14th 

century dovecote – now registered an an Ancient Monument.                                     

Also on view will be the Terrace and Pavilion site from the Jacobean era. 

A local market has been organised in the Nags Barn with a vast assortment of 

stalls … Flowers, vegetables, gifts and cards, silver jewellery, pies and savouries, 

ceramics, dog treats, T shirts, garden plants, local apple juice, jams, chutneys …  

The list is long with a mixture to suit many different tastes.   

There will also be an opportunity to sample a variety of home made cakes, tea 

and coffee.  All the proceeds from tea sales will go to All Saints Church. 

A special feature will be an exhibition of WW2 working radios transmitting on 

GB2WD. 

Owners Jo and Julian Martyr will be on hand to welcome visitors and families with 

an offer to picnic in the orchard or on the terrace.    

AdeA 

OPEN HERITAGE DAYS  - WEST DEAN 

TWINNING 

Two hundred and twenty nine years ago, on July 14th the French people rose up 

against the feudal aristocracy and stormed the dreaded Bastille prison in 

Paris.  And so the French national day was born, and so the Tricolour flew in 

Alfriston on that day!!  Our Twinning Group joined in the celebrations by having a 

French wine and cheese  party in the garden of one of our members.  A 

wonderful evening with a cloudless sky and setting sun.  At least we did a whole 

lot better than one of the French Red Arrow flight which had the wrong colour in 

its tank or was in the wrong position in the formation as it zoomed over and down 

the Champs Elysées!! 

Our Flag has been flying at other times of visiting French friends on holiday and to 

visit Rosalind’s artistic and intriguing garden. And we are most happy to report 

that one our Twinning Youths has sailed through her baccalaureate and will begin 

University in Rouen in a few days. 

Much of our activity will have taken place by the time of the next Cuckmere 

News,  some of it yet to be organised but hopefully we will avoid a storm tossed 

Channel as we go over for our group visit in early October. 

Tony up the hill. 870561 
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On Sunday 4 November at 3.00pm the choir of St. Andrew’s Church, 

Alfriston, will once again be singing movements from Gabriel Fauré’s 

beautiful ‘Requiem’ in its original sacred context at a special service 

of Holy Communion. 

As in previous years, as well as hymns and prayers, it will provide an 

opportunity to remember someone who was particularly special and to light a 

candle for them. All are welcome to attend this service and the celebrant will be 

the Revd Prebendary Stephen Stuckes. 

Ray Maulkin  

SERVICE FOR ALL SOULS 

Calling all Men & Women of Alfriston and beyond, why not join The Octaves? 

A relaxed and friendly singing group meeting 3 Tuesday evenings a month to sing 

an eclectic mix of songs from The Beach Boys to Carole King, to John Legend, 

and a whole spectrum in between. 

Don’t let lack of ability put you off, it didn’t with us, and now we can really make 

a wonderful sound, and all at the same time. 

It is great fun, challenging at times, and evokes a real sense of achievement. The 

Octaves is non-profit making so subs are low, and your first evening is free. 

Our first meeting this autumn is 4 September (TBC), and we usually meet 1st, 3rd, & 

4th Tuesdays each month 7.30pm at the Old Chapel Centre. 

Further details please contact Ann on 01323 871652 or mollbryan27@gmail.com 

THE OCTAVES 

VILLAGE HARVEST LUNCH  - 7TH OCTOBER  

 In the War Memorial Hall 12.30 pm after the Harvest Service.         

Come and enjoy a delicious lunch with friends and take the opportunity of 

meeting your new Rector, Revd Prebendary Stephen Stuckes.         

 All are very welcome! The lunch is chicken with leeks in a cream sauce, crunchy 

potatoes, carrots and cabbage. Plum or apple crumble with custard or fruit 

salad and cream. Good value at £8pp, £5 for children under 12. Numbers to 

Jane 870036 or Sherry 870478 by Friday 5th October please or just turn up, we 

always cater for latecomers. Vegetarians catered for. 

Sherry Ward 

mailto:mollbryan27@gmail.com


 

 

RICHARD BARTLETT 

 Flint Walls, Landscaping  
and Tree Services 

Traditional flint wall and  
lime mortar craftsman 

All types of flint wall repairs, re-pointing 
rebuilding and new builds 

Highly experienced, with two English 
Heritage awards for excellence 

www.richardbartlett.co.uk 
Litlington 01323 871452    

Mobile 07799648874  
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 Our Annual Produce and Flower show was held on Sat 4th/5th August, in 

the AWMH continuing the theme of Eleanor Farjeon, with a special 

focus upon her Hymn “Morning Has Broken”. In spite of blistering 

temperatures and glorious sunshine the Show was a great success. The 

vegetables and flowers were a credit to their growers, who not only persevered  

through the year – they managed to exhibit at the week-end! Thank You All and 

Well Done!  

The Preserves, Baking and Wine Section also provided a glorious spread – with the 

Judges remarking upon the high standard of baking. We were delighted to 

receive so many Floral Arrangements – after our introduction of basic workshops. 

Margaret Platt, from the Church Flower Guild very kindly created and contributed 

a magnificent display in the foyer, which she generously donated to the Show’s 

Raffle. 

On Sunday, 5th August, the Royal British Legion took part in the GP90 Service in the 

church. Afterwards the veterans accepted our invitation and came over to the 

Hall for Tea and Cake. It was a delight and an honour to have them with us. They 

remarked how special it is to be part of our Community and to take tea amongst 

the flowers and with so many kind and supportive people.  

We would like to thank most sincerely everyone who helped in any way – on the 

day; and with the preparations – extending back months. Congratulations to 

those who won trophies in all categories – we are delighted to include children in 

the baking category, and to present the 

winner with a cup. 

Thank you to those who provided and 

served the delicious refreshments of 

homemade cakes, those on the door and 

the raffle – throughout the week-end. And 

to all those who created the paperwork and 

those who set up the furniture and the 

advertising, and all the other ‘unseen’ tasks. 

It was a Glorious Sunshine Experience! Filled 

with ‘Joy, Friendship and Creation’.  

Roxchel Angelis   CVHS Show Secretary 

 

CVHS FLORAL ARRANGEMENT GROUP – OCC 

Every 2nd Thursday in the Month – 10 am – 12 pm 

Thurs 13th Sept/11th Oct/8th Nov/ 13th Dec. 

£3 per session in advance/to book: Roxchel 01323 894151 

CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The Prize-winners 
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Donald McGill (1875-1962) postcards just saucy enough to bring a smile without 

crossing the rude red line, have been an iconic feature of British humour for 

decades. 

The September speaker of the ACVHS is John Wilton an author of a number of 

books on local history and old postcards.  He will be reminding us nostalgically of 

some of Donald McGill’s draftmanship and humour. 

McGill produced an estimated 12,000 designs.  Born in London, he lost a foot in a 

school rugby accident, and spent most of his life in the Blackheath area of south 

east London.  A Donald McGill museum in Ryde was opened in 2010 by grandson 

Patrick Tumber.   

John Wilton was head of Geography at St. Andrew’s Prep School in Eastbourne. 

The lecture will be held at Dean’s Place Hotel, Alfriston on Thursday, September 20 

at 7.30 pm.  Admission:  Members free; non-members £5.   

There will be an interval for refreshments.              

                          

                                  ------------------------------------------------- 

 

And for the October meeting of the ACVHS, the main speaker will be the 

Society’s Chairman, Kevin Gordon who will explore the massive changes brought 

about by the The Great War Armistice, particularly how it affected  inhabitants in 

the Cuckmere Valley. 

Kevin is a retired British Transport Police Officer and has lived in Sussex for almost 

all of his life. He provides tours of Seaford, Eastbourne and Lewes, and has written 

several books and contributed features and articles to local newspapers.  He was 

for many years an official guide in the Houses of Parliament, and is a noted 

lecturer.  

The Armistice has a particular connection to Kevin as one of his grandfathers 

fought in WW1. 

The lecture will be held at Dean’s Place Hotel, Alfriston on Thursday, October 18 at 

7.30 pm.  Admission:  Members free; non-members £5.     

There will be an interval for refreshments. 

 

AdeA.                                       

ALFRISTON & CUCKMERE VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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Members of the Alfriston & District Branch of the Royal British Legion 

would like to convey their gratitude to all those who attended the 

'Great Pilgrimage 90' Service at St Andrews Church on Sunday 5th 

August.  The Service was held to commemorate the visit made by 

WWI veterans and war widows to the battlefields of the Somme and 

Ypres 10 years after the end of the War.  Also to remember the men of our District 

who lost their lives in that War. 

The Standard was carried by Russell Uridge, a poem by Vernon Reynolds was 

read by Monica Barraclough and a lesson read by Malcolm Mazey.  During the 

Act of Remembrance, Norman Holland read the names of the fallen, the 

Exhortation was given by Brian Carter and Christopher Goodchild played 'Last 

Post' and 'Reveille' before concluding with a bagpipe lament by Vanessa Bristow-

Rose. We would also like to thank our new Rector, Revd  Prebendary Stephen 

Stuckes for leading the service. 

We are especially grateful to the members of the Cuckmere Valley Horticultural 

Society who provided refreshments to our members in the Alfriston War Memorial 

Hall after the Service.  The CVHS were holding their Annual Show in the Hall and 

our members were honoured to be given a table amongst the beautiful floral and 

produce exhibits.  We wish to particularly thank Sylvia Daw and Roxchel Angelis 

for the delicious home made cakes which were enjoyed by all. Thank you! 
Vanessa Bristow-Rose 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ALFRISTON & DISTRICT BRANCH 

ALFRISTON WAR MEMORIAL HALL 

We are looking to produce a glossy brochure to promote the War Memorial Hall 

as a wedding reception venue. It is the non-local wedding receptions we host 

each year that allow us to maintain the Hall to such a high standard, and make it 

available to all local clubs, societies, and villagers at less than cost price. 

I would like to get together as many good quality high resolution images of the 

Hall decorated for such an event, or of the Tye, views along the Cuckmere 

Valley, or around the village, that we could use in the brochure. 

Please could you email any images to me at this address: 

adrianbutcher774@aol.com. 

If you have the graphic design skill to put together such a brochure I would love 

to hear from you. Your help would be very much appreciated and it is a great 

way to help support your village hall. 

Many thanks, 

Adrian Butcher   - Chairman AWMH Management Committee  



 

 

 

Thirty years ago there were 3 articles by Michael Fleetwood in the Cuckmere 

News about different types of walls.  The first gave examples of Flint Walls in 

Alfriston.   Do you know where you can find these examples in the village? 

Michael also set readers a challenge: “Just how many flints are visible in the 

14th century external walls of St Andrew’s Church.”  He did give a clue: “… 

there are just about 200 to each square yard of wall face.” 

Anyone want to have a go?  Answers will be revealed in a future issue of the 

Cuckmere News along with more details from his articles. 

ALFRISTON WALLS 



 

 

THE JOHNNY SPICE SWING ORCHESTRA returns to St Andrew’s Church, 

Alfriston to play on Sunday, 9 September at 3.00pm. 

The orchestra, which features nearly 20 musicians from all over Sussex, was 

formed over 20 years ago by Johnny Spice who had enjoyed a long, varied and 

busy career in the music business.  On his retirement to Eastbourne he formed 

THE JOHNNY SPICE SWING ORCHESTRA to encourage amateur players and 

afford them an opportunity to play the style of music that they might otherwise 

never experience.  

Just before his death in 2009, Johnny handed the baton on to Paul Hyde who 

has continued to build on the foundations that Johnny had laid, choosing 

repertoire to suit the band and arranging material to encompass the individual 

strengths of the players.     The band will play an eclectic mix of Big Bang music, 

swing, and more modern numbers also, so please come along and support the 

musicians who will be travelling some distance and donating their time to raise 

money for the Church. 

The band will be joined by vocalist, Pam Dabell from East Grinstead and you are 

undoubtedly guaranteed a fun-filled, toe-tapping afternoon. 

Sunday 14 October 3.00pm  

The John Lake Trio Play the Music of Michel Camilo 

 Michel Camilo is a legend in his own lifetime as a master of Latin jazz piano and 

his compositions and re-styling of Latin jazz standards are now classics of the 

style.  

This concert will be an ambitious exploration of some of Camilo’s earlier 

compositions which established him as an international artist including “And 

Sammy Walked In”, “Tropical Jam”, “One More Once”, combined with some of 

his interpretations of classic Latin pieces such as Ahmad Jamal’s “Poinciana”, 

Chick Corea’s “Armanda Rhumba” and Mario Bauza’s “Mambo Inn” and a few 

originals written by John Lake.  

The concert will provide a contrast of lively latin rhythms with highly melodic and 

sentimental ballads such as “Thinking of You”. It will be a fantastic opportunity to 

showcase the church’s fantastic baby grand piano played by John Lake with 

Simon Cambers on drums and Matt Casterton on bass.  

The John Lake Trio play regularly as a resident band at the Grand Hotel in 

Brighton and other venues in Sussex and have played at London venues such as 

Ray’s Jazz in Foyles and in internationally in Denmark.  

Admission is free  for both concerts with a retiring collection in support of St 

Andrew’s Restoration  

Kathryn Sargent  - Events Co-ordinator St Andrew’s Church, Alfriston 

CONCERT’S IN ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, ALFRISTON 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 2nd September - Trinity 14 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Mattins 

Sunday 9th September - Trinity 15 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Lullington:    3.00 pm Harvest Festival 

Sunday 16th September - Trinity 16 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 23rd September - Trinity 17 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th September - Trinity 18 

West Dean:  11.00 am Benefice Service 

Alfriston: 9.00 am - Daily Prayer    Monday - Saturday            

 10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday 18th September   at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   



 

 

CHURCH SERVICES IN OCTOBER 

Sunday 7th October -  Trinity 19 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Folkington:  10.30 am Harvest Festival 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Harvest Festival 

Litllington:    5.00 pm Harvest Festival 

Sunday 14th October - Trinity 20 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Harvest Festival 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:    5.00 pm Evensong 

Sunday 21st October - Trinity 21 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 28th October - Last Sunday after Trinity 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston: 9.00 am - Daily Prayer    Monday - Saturday            

 10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast:   Chestnuts  - Tuesday 16th October at 8.30am 

If you, or anyone you know, would like their name added to the prayer list in our 

churches please let the Benefice Office or the Rector know. 



 

 

Elsewhere in this issue of Cuckmere News (page 27) you will find an 

advertisement appealing for drivers for Cuckmere Buses – the little green and 

cream buses that you will see all around the district. The company was founded 

as the Cuckmere Community Bus over forty years ago, primarily to serve residents 

of the villages around the area who might otherwise be without transport for 

shopping and leisure trips to towns such as Lewes, Eastbourne, Seaford and 

Hailsham. This is still its main purpose, and, unlike most community bus services, it 

runs scheduled services every day of the week with its fleet of seven buses.  

However, this valuable local organisation faces a problem. The demand for our 

services continues, but we badly need more drivers if we are to remain able 

cover all the routes we run. I became a volunteer driver twelve years ago, when 

we moved to Alfriston. Like the other drivers, I enjoy driving around the Sussex 

Countryside, many of the passengers are familiar friendly faces, and I feel I am 

doing something useful. The scheduling of duties is very flexible, the modern 

buses are easy to drive, and you don’t need a PCV licence. 

So if you enjoy driving, you like meeting people and you can spare around four 

half days a month (or more), do consider joining us – and not just you men: an 

increasing number of our drivers are ladies, as you may have noticed. 

Rod Young 

DRIVING FOR CUCKMERE BUSES 

 

HOLISTIC CHARITY FAIR  

SUNDAY 2
ND

 SEPTEMBER 2-5 P.M 

Room donated by: ALFRISTON COURT, SLOE LANE, ALFRISTON, BN26 5UR 

Taster sessions only £5.00 for 15 minutes, Choose From: 

Massage, reflexology, Reiki, Spiritual Healing, Insight into 
Counselling, Angel Card Readings. Singing bowl 

demonstrations, Meditation demo, introduction to crystals talk. 

 To book yours in advance to avoid disappointment call Paula 07957189063 or email 
thepsychicclinic@aol.com 

Raffle Prize Draw 4.45p.m                  Tea and Cake  

All Money raised will go to St Wilfrid’s Hospice 

mailto:thepsychicclinic@aol.com
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

July 1.27” 2.08” July 1.54” 2.47” 

Oct-July 21.50” 27.30” Total 2018 16.7”  

Rain fell on    5 Days Rain fell on 4 Days 

Wettest day 29th with  0.75” Wettest day 29th with 0.93” 

RAINFALL  

HARVEST  THANKSGIVING  - FOLKINGTON 

 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving at St. Peter's will be on Sunday 

October 7th at 10.30am,  to be taken by The Reverend 

Canon David Gutsell. We will also collect for the Eastbourne 

Foodbank at that  Service. David plays the organ so that is 

an added bonus and wonderful.    

Sabrina Harcourt-Smith 
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CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

  

We are looking forward to a fascinating talk on "Secret Sussex Gardens” by Mrs 

Lesley Chamberlain on Thursday 4th October at 2:30pm in the War Memorial Hall. 

All Members are encouraged to come along and give their support. 

Refreshments available. 

A series of Floral Workshops aimed at all levels will be running once a month, 

starting on Thursday 13th September. Please contact Roxchel Angelis for further 

details - Tel: 894151 

An early reminder for our Members' Evening on Tuesday 13th November at the 

War Memorial Hall. Don't forget to bring a plate of food for the buffet. 

We are always very keen to welcome new members. Membership includes 

discounts at Tates Garden Centres, informative talks, outings and much more! 

For more information please contact Nicky Vassell - Tel: 871995 

Another sunny summer afternoon saw several dozen locals drift towards St 

Andrew’s Church. Not for them a post-prandial nap, since the assembled 

audience were to be rapt in listening to virtuoso organ music.  

David Ollosson, Director of Music at St Anne’s Church, Lewes and formerly 

Organist at Sussex University, had selected a programme that amply 

demonstrated his skills and the abilities of the organ. No organ recital is complete 

without J.S. Bach, and the piece chosen was his Toccata and Fugue in D minor, 

sometimes known as the Dorian. Recognisably Bach but slightly untypical in form. 

The other two pieces were by Cesar Franck, another prolific composer of organ 

music, and the lesser known Joseph Jongen. Together the three pieces displayed 

how versatile an instrument the church organ is in the hands (and feet) of an 

expert and knowledgeable musician.  

At the end of the recital our new Rector, Reverend Prebendary Stephen Stuckes, 

thanked David for his musicianship and reminded us, the audience, to be 

generous in making a donation towards the repair of the church’s fabric, in 

particular, the shingles on the spire and the flaking walls.  

Everyone left the church feeling uplifted by the music made in the inspiring space 

that is St Andrew’s.  

Nigel Baelz 

AN AFTERNOON OF UPLIFTING ORGAN MUSIC 



 

 

APPS PROPERTY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
RICHARD APPS 

FREE ESTIMATES  - NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Fully Insured - References Available   Local, Reliable & Trustworthy 

From Picture hanging to Building works! 

Qualified Chimney Sweep - Member of The Institute of Chimney Sweeps   

Call for your Free Quote 07447 053170 

www.appspropertymaintenance.co.uk   appspropertymaintenance@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

ACG TREE SURGERY 

All tree and hedge work undertaken 

Garden Clearance 

Stump Grinding 

Soft Landscaping 

Fencing & Repairs 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

01323 411215 – 07809 373482 

www.acgtreesurgery.co.uk 

     

nickhunter754@gmail.com 

Andrew White 
Personal Assistant 

Support to maintain an in-

dependent life 

Domestic Administration  

Household Management 

Transport, Travel Escort  

Medical Appointments 

Shopping, Cooking & More  

Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com 

07721 206172                                     
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Do you want to make a difference to your local community? Now is your chance to apply. 

Sussex Police has opened a new round of police officer recruitment as it starts to allocate the £17m I have 

released from reserves and the extra precept contributions from local households. 

This investment is excellent news for Sussex Police and for the communities they serve. 800 police officers 

will be recruited over the next four years, which means that by 2022 we will have 200 more police officers 

than we have today.  

Through a combination of this fresh investment, sound financial management and effective collaboration, 

the force in a much healthier financial position than it was when we faced savings requirements of £26m. 

The Chief Constable’s 2018-22 Transformation Strategy acknowledges that the public need to see and feel 

a difference from strengthened local policing, so I will be visiting every District in the force to ask the public 

and see for myself how the areas that matter most to them are being tackled. 

If you want to work closely with the local community to protect them then this is the job for you. Applica-

tions close on the 15th August so apply today here: http://www.sussex.police.uk/jobs/police-officers/.  

Organisations across Sussex are being invited to bid for funding from the county’s Police & Crime 
Commissioner Katy Bourne. 

Grants of up to £5,000 are available for groups that provide a positive and lasting impact on the local 
community in Sussex. 

Since launching the Safer in Sussex funding scheme in December 2013 I have allocated nearly £1.5 
million from the Community Safety Fund to support nearly 300 crime reduction and community safety 
initiatives.” says Mrs Bourne. 

“It is making a real difference to local people and neighbourhoods. The high numbers that apply each time 
shows organisations and community groups care about, and are committed to, keeping Sussex a safe 
place in which to live.” 

To qualify, projects should demonstrate how they will increase or promote community safety within the 
local community and have a positive long-term impact. They should also be able to offer evidence to 
support the need for the project and show how it helps to prevent offending and reduce re-offending. 

Just some of the organisations from across Sussex that have received grants from the Community Safety 
Fund to date include: 

Antifreeze, a project run by Off the Fence Trust, supports those who have struggled with life-destroying 
addictions, mental health issues, job loss, family breakdown, violence and bereavement which have led to 
homelessness. The team and volunteers work to restore self-worth, confidence and independence, and 
help to address welfare and financial issues (£5,000). 

The Friday Night Project – Active Hastings, a project that provides a safe structured environment for 
young people on Friday evenings, a time when we are aware from discussions with local officers that anti-
social behaviour can be a particular problem (£4,904). 

Streetlight UK , a charity that provides a specialist, frontline support service to vulnerable groups of 
women in Crawley and the surrounding areas, involved in and affected by prostitution and sexual 
exploitation (£5,000). 

The window for receiving applications will open on Monday 6 August and will close on Friday 14 
September 2018 at 11:59pm. For more information and to apply, please visit www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/
apply-for-funding. 

Sussex PCC opens community safety fund for 
local initiatives 

http://www.sussex.police.uk/jobs/police-officers/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/apply-for-funding
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/apply-for-funding
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NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - SIMPLE GIFTS 

By the time the next Newsletter appears the main part of the 

harvest will likely be gathered in and the cost of the hot, dry 

summer accounted for. 

A week or so after Lammas the sound of combines, tractors 

and balers rang over the valley. A few days later the 

barometer fell speedily, bringing rain, a bitter irony for the 

farmers – probably too little, certainly too late to fill the all too 

thin grain. Enough has been said of the vagaries and seeming cruelty of the British 

weather… 

Lammas, from the Anglo-Saxon hlafmæs, literally, the ‘loaf-mass’ because it was 

once a tradition to use the first corn from the year’s harvest for the Eucharist, falls 

on the first of August. In Scotland this is one of the Quarter days dividing the year 

that occur on or around the mid points between equinoxes and solstices, which 

more or less mark the English equivalents. It is, as such, a day that celebrates the 

harvest; which is curious, because whilst the harvest is in full flow in Sussex by 

Lammas, it is hardly likely to be so 300 miles to the North – and, besides, how much 

old English is spoken in Caledonian climes? 

These days agricultural machinery is loaded with far more computing power than 

put Armstrong on the moon – precision is the name of the game and rightly so in 

order to more efficiently work the land. Despite this, we are still at the hands of the 

weather and must expect a shortage of wheat this winter with the prospect of a 

penny or two on the price of a loaf. These days most of the bread that we eat is 

mass produced by a complex industrial process. It is perhaps worthwhile 

reminding ourselves from time to time that all we need to make bread is flour, 

water, yeast and salt – and that these and other simple gifts are sometimes worth 

seeking out in order to remind ourselves of our utter dependency on wind, rain 

and sun, and the mystery of the forces that move them. 
 

Tim Beech 
 
 

 

He told them, ‘The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are 

few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.’  

                                    Luke 10:2 



 

 

 

CUCKMERE BUSES 
 
 
 

Would you like to drive one of our buses? 

We are a very busy voluntary organisation and a registered 
charity operating timetabled bus services and private hire seven 

days a week with a fleet of 16-seater mini-buses. 

Why not join us? 

PCV licences are not required. All you need is a standard 
driving licence with a D1 classification. 

 

Full training and back up are given and you will work with a 
great team of people. 

For further details please contact us via: 

email: volunteer@cuckmerebuses.org.uk 

telephone: 07802 305155 or 01323 870920 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit us at:  

www.cuckmerebuses.org.uk 

http://www.cuckmerebuses.org.uk


 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 
• Tax efficient Investment 

Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 
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During the 19th century new church and chapel buildings were being opened as 

frequently as every four days whilst the number of Non-Conformist churches 

increased at an even faster rate.  And where the Victorians and Edwardians did 

not build, they restored – think of the Victorian stained glass windows at West 

Dean and Litlington - the Minton floor tiles in Alfriston and Litlington.  And we can 

be very grateful that they did spend time and money on restoration projects. 

Parish and Diocesan archives of the 18th and early 19th century show that many 

churchwardens raised enough church rate from landowners, farmers and 

reluctant parishioners to pay for repairs and alterations 

Our ancient parish churches have cultural and social importance for their art, 

their history, their architecture and the sense of place and continuity which they 

epitomise.     

Less than 200 years ago everyone was forced by law (abolished in 1868) to pay 

towards their parish church.  But now half the routine burden of maintaining these 

buildings is met by just one percent of the population who are growing older.  

Each parish church stands on its own, supported financially by its congregation.  

Churches are the inheritance of the nation and belong to us all, churchgoers or 

not.  Nowhere in the world do people work harder and raise more money than 

when their iconic building is threatened.  St. Andrew’s church is currently in this 

situation – its Restoration Fund – replacing the shingles on the spire will cost 

£110,000  alone and the entire restoration work will be in excess of £400,000 

Susan de Angeli    

THE VICTORIAN AND EDWARDIAN CHURCH 
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One of the projects we are currently working on at the Clergy House is to ensure 

that all the objects we have here are entered on the National Trust central 

database known as the ‘Collections management system’.  Although we do not 

have a large and significant collection everything still has to be recorded. The 

database requires a description, a photograph and measurements for all items. 

Once we have gathered this information we will then, with the help of our 

volunteer Geoff, start entering the data onto the system. 

Beyond the Clergy house the Trust looks after one of the world’s greatest 

combined collections of fine and decorative arts, books, household objects and 

historic interiors. The Trust’s database of collections is accessible to everyone. It 

allows you to search the collection as a whole, explore the highlights of each 

place, and research special collections, displays and ever-changing exhibitions. 

You can even find out about works of art lent by the National Trust to many 

exhibitions home and abroad. 

The Trust’s collections offer you a chance to uncover a broad spectrum of social, 

political, scientific and industrial histories. The lives and occupations of former 

inhabitants of our places are quietly evoked, illuminated by their surviving 

personal treasures. 

With close to a million objects, visit our website https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

art-and-collections to discover paintings, furniture, ceramics, books, tapestries 

and more. 

National Trust at 125 

In 2020 the Trust will be celebrating its 125th anniversary and this is of course very 

significant for the Clergy house, being the first building that was saved. We are 

currently in the early stages of planning how we can celebrate this significant 

milestone and would like to get the local community involved. If you would like to 

join in and have any ideas about how we could involve local groups or 

individuals, we would be happy to hear from you.  

The Trust has plans to publish a book featuring memories of the last 50 years, 

focusing on stories from visitors, members, tenants, volunteers and staff members. 

With this theme in mind, do you or any of your relatives remember visiting the 

Clergy house or any of our places 50 years ago? We would love to discover what 

the Trust means to you, especially your memories of the Clergy House. 

By the time you read this article, our shop will have been stocked with Christmas 

goodies and our festive events will be loaded on to our web page, so please 

come and visit us for some early Christmas shopping and take a look at our list of 

events that we have planned. 

Lynne Picher, Administrator, Alfriston Clergy House 

THE CLERGY HOUSE  - OUR PLACES, OUR COLLECTIONS 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/art-and-collections
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/art-and-collections


 

 

Tuesdays at 7.15pm in St Andrew’s 

Church (not 18th or 25th September) 

cuckmerechurches@gmail.com for 

more information. 
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CHURCH REGISTERS 

BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family …” 

17th August 

18th August 

Eloise Jean Allen (A) 

Maximilian Alexander Conway (A) 

MARRIAGE “Those whom God has joined together …” 

 28th July 

11th August 

17th August 

18th August 

18th August 

Daniel Sutherland & Zoe Davidson (A) 

Jonathan Castle & Emma Dineen (A) 

Michael Allen & Jodie Ball (A) 

Ben & Marcy (WD) 

Stephen Fox & Camilla de Clermont (A) 

IN MEMORIAM “Behold I make all things new …” 

8th August Elizabeth Freeman (A) 

CUCKMERE CHURCHES HARVEST FESTIVALS 

Lullington -  September  9th at 3 pm 

Folkington  -  October 7th at 10.30 am 

Alfriston  -   October 7th at 11am 

Litlington  -  October 7th at 5 pm 

West Dean  -  October 14th at 9.30m 
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SEPTEMBER 

Sat 1 Litlington Harvest Fayre  - (p.21) 11am  - 3pm 

Sun 2 Holistic Fair - Alfriston Court  - (p.20) 2pm-5pm 

Tue 11 Knit and Knatter  at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Thur 6 Litlington Coffee Morning  - Litlington Village Hall  - (p.21) 11am 

Fri 7 Supper Club - The Apiary  

Sat 8 Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 2.00 pm 

Sun 9 Johnny Spice Orchestra  - St Andrew’s Church  - (p.17) 3pm 

Thur 13 CVHS Floral Arrangement Group  - OCC  - (p.11) 10am-12 noon 

Sat 15 Open Heritage Day -Dovecote Gardens, West Dean (p.7) 10am -4pm 

Sun 16 Open Heritage Day -Dovecote Gardens, West Dean (p.7) 10am -4pm 

Mon 17 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMN 7.15pm 

Tue 18 W.I. - OCC (p.5) 2.00 pm 

Thur 20 Alfriston & CV Historical Society - Deans Place (p.13) 7.30 pm 

Tue 25 Prayers for the World - OCC 2 pm - 3.30 pm 

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds 1st OCC Coffee Circle 10 - 12 noon  

Weds Scottish Dancing - AWMH 3.30 - 5pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR  SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2018 



 

 

OCTOBER 

Thur 4 CV Horticultural Society - AWMH (p,22) 2.30 pm 

Fri 5 Supper Club - The Apiary  

Sun 7 
Alfriston Village Harvest Lunch - AWMH (p.8) 

Litlington Harvest Supper - (p.21) 

12.30pm  

6.00 pm 

Tue 9 Knit and Knatter  at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Thur 11 CVHS Floral Arrangement Group  - OCC  - (p.11) 10am-12 noon 

Sat 13 Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 2.00 pm 

Sun 14 Concert- The John Lake Trio- St Andrew’s (p.17) 3.00 pm 

Mon 15 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Tue 16 
Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC (p.5) 

8.30 am 

2.00 pm 

Thur 18 Alfriston & CV Historical Society - Deans Place (p.13) 7.30 pm 

Tue 30 Prayers for the World - OCC 2 pm - 3.30 pm 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 4 All Souls’ Service- St Andrew’s (p.8) 3 pm 

Wed 7 FSW - Christmas Toy Coffee Morning - OCC (p.5) 10am - 12 noon 

Sun 11 Remembrance Sunday - 100 years of Rembrance  



 

 

JIM HALL 
PRIVATE HIRE 

LONG DISTANCE DRIVER 
AIRPORTS/SEAPORTS 

 Reliable   Efficient   Trustworthy 

 FULL WEALDEN LICENCE     ENHANCED DBS CHECKED 

 Tel: 01323 871387         Mobile: 07964 556801     
E: jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk 

 BASED IN ALFRISTON 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 

mailto:jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk

