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            August  
Stephen Writes….. 

Finally I am here! It seems a long time since the process of exploring a new 

ministry in the Cuckmere Churches began. Even after being offered the 

appointment there is the process of bringing to an end one era of ministry 

in order to begin another.  

Switzerland was an education in many ways. A chance to see the Church 

in a wider perspective and view the Church in England from a distance. 

Being part of an international church community involves trying to shape a 

single spirituality from the great diversity that exists (There were Church 

members from places as diverse as Myan mar and Norway, Iran and 

Nigeria.) 

The Cuckmere churches are a little more recognisable. I was in Exmoor 

Deanery for 21 years, so farming, hills and coast and an essentially rural 

community and church life are all familiar to me.  

When I was Rural Dean I came to define the process of moving on and 

helping churches welcome a new priest as a ‘transition’. This was chosen as 

preferable to the Latin 'Interregnum ' which suggests a period between 

kings or the word 'Vacancy ' which suggests something of a vacuum. So just 

as our parishes here welcome me St Ursula's Bern is preparing to begin the 

transition process towards a new Chaplain. I wonder at what point I shall 

stop being the 'new' Rector?  

Transitions can sometimes make us nostalgic. Nostalgia is defined as a 

longing or wistful affection for a period in the past. In the scriptures we hear 

of the Hebrews on their long hard journey to the promised land becoming 

nostalgic for the once readily available food in Egypt 'If only we had meat 

to eat'. (Numbers 11:4) But reflecting on where we have come from and 

how we got here can be useful in helping us to make sense of what has 

been. Hopefully we have learned some useful lessons along the way. We 

are also able to see how our lives have been shaped - especially in relation 

to our life of faith. In considering how we have recovered from illness, 

coped with a tragedy or loss, grown in kindness and helped care for and 

nurture others we can begin to see God's work in and through us, sustaining 

us through the hard times as well as leading us to times of joy and 

celebration.  

Continued on p.5 
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Close to Berwick Station, free parking 
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Continued from p.3 

In this way we become equipped for the future. I recognise a wide range 

of skills and abilities (or gifts) in the community here and in these parishes. 

The way in which the great diversity of this community gathers around the 

weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is a sign 

of the Kingdom. It is important at the beginning of this new phase that we 

look again to what God is calling us to do and be here. What is God's vision 

for the Churches here? This is a question I am asking and inviting you to help 

me discern.  

Such a reflection necessarily causes us to look back but we must also look 

forwards. In shaping this task, I keep in mind the good advice of Robert 

Warren's Healthy Churches Handbook, a summary of which I include below.  

Please pray for me as I 'embed' myself in here at the Cuckmere Churches. I 

cannot take the Church forwards unless your wholehearted commitment 

remains available to God and his mission in this place. In the meantime, 

thank you for the welcome and support that I have already received.  

- Stephen  

Seven Marks of a Healthy Church  

Taken from the Healthy Churches Handbook, by Robert Warren, this list identifies common 
characteristics of healthy churches.  

1. Energized by faith   

- rather than just keeping things going or trying to survive 

worship and sacramental life: moves people to experience God’s love 

motivation: energy comes from a desire to serve God and one another 

engaging with Scripture: in creative ways connect with life 

nurtures faith in Christ: helping people to grow in, and share their faith.  

2. Outward-looking focus  

- with a ‘whole life’ rather than a ‘church life’ concern  

deeply rooted in the local community, working in partnership with other 
denominations, faiths, secular groups and networks  

passionate and prophetic about justice and peace, locally and globally makes 
connections between faith and daily living 

responds to human need by loving service  

3. Seeks to find out what God wants  

- discerning the Spirit’s leaning rather than trying to please everyone  

vocation: seeks to explore what God wants it to be and do  

Continued on p.6 

 



 

 

 
Continued from p.5 

vision: develops and communicates a shared sense of where it is going  

mission priorities: consciously sets both immediate and long-term goals  

able to call for, and make, sacrifices, personal and corporate, in bringing about 
the above and living out the faith.  

4. Faces the cost of change and growth  

- rather than resisting change and avoiding failure while embracing the past, it dares 
to take on new ways of doing things  

takes risks: and admits when things are not working, and learns from 
experience  

crises: responds creatively to challenges that face the church and  

community positive experiences of change: however small, are affirmed and 
built on.  

5. Operates as a community  

- rather than functioning as a club or religious organisation  

relationships: are nurtured, often in small groups, so people feel accepted and 
are helped to grow in faith and service 

leadership: lay and ordained work as a team to develop locally appropriate 
expressions of all seven marks of a healthy church  

lay ministry: the different gifts, experiences and faith journeys of all are valued 
and given expression in and beyond the life of the church.  

6. Makes room for all  

- being inclusive rather than exclusive. 

welcome: works to include newcomers into the life of the church  

children and young people: are helped to belong, contribute and be nurtured in 
their faith  

enquirers are encouraged to explore and experience faith in Christ  

diversites: different social and ethnic backgrounds, mental and physical abilites, 
and ages, are seen as a strength.  

7. Does a few things and does them well  

- focused rather than frenetic  

does the basics well: especially public worship, pastoral care, stewardship and 
administration  

occasional offices: make sense of life and communicate faith being good news 
as a church in its attitudes and ways of working enjoys what it does and is 
relaxed about what is not being done.  

Stephen  
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TWINNING 

Those who went over for the Rose Festival in mid-June say that the Rose display 

and festival were magnificent in spite of the late start due to poor weather. 

Perhaps the highlight was a new Rose which had been developed by and 

named after a local woman. 

And there was another highlight for Veules in June: a ceremony with contract 

signing to celebrate the inclusion of Veules in the Official Guide of “Les plus 

beaux villages de France”.  The Mayor and his wife are planning to visit all of 

them, a daunting undertaking considering there are ‘157 destinations de charme 

à découvrir.’  France is a big Country!! 

The Flax seeds which we were given to sow in our garden by our Flax farming 

friends did indeed flower and continue to do so.  Each day there is a display of 

these pretty little blue flowers and each day they drop off their perches after 

about four hours. 

It is all action in Veules. The first week in July saw the three day Linen Festival: 

“Fesitval du Lin et de la Fibre Artistique”.  The whole area, The Vallée du Dun et ses 

environs is devoted mostly to the organic farming  and production of linen.  Last 

year we were privileged to be taken around the farmland and factory of our Flax 

Farming twinning friends and around the many locations of Churches and large 

houses where the numerous and varied linen products were on display; 

everything from Skirts and Shirts to Skateboards and Cycle Helmets.  A truly 

amazing and versatile plant whose products are exported to the world through 

the Le Havre Container Port. 

Our group visit to Veules is in early October, but there have been and are many 

private visits each way in between.  I wonder if we can organise a return visit of 

school children? 

On Saturday 7th July, the I (ex Independent Newspaper) printed a double page 

spread on the ‘Forgotten Heroes’. The Forgotten Heroes being the thousands of 

the 51st Highland Division who were trapped in, around, and adjacent to Veules 

about which there is to  be a film.  There is one 97 year old survivor.  This account 

concentrates solely on the last stand in St Valery and no mention is made of the 

attempted evacuation at Veules les Roses, when flotillas from Newhaven and 

Eastbourne crossed to Veules and finally managed to rescue 3,200 soldiers.  Dr 

June Goodfield is writing a book on the story which has been commemorated 

and celebrated in moving ceremonies with our friends in Veules and 

representatives from the present day Scottish regiments involved. 

 

Tony up the hill 870561 
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Just a reminder that David Ollosson will be giving an organ recital on Sunday, 5th 

August at 3.00pm. The programme will include works by J.S. Bach, Cesar Frank 

and Joseph Jongen. 

Admission is free with a retiring collection for the Restoration Appeal.  

The Johnny Spice Swing Orchestra, under its Music Director, Paul Hyde, is returning 

to St Andrew’s to give another afternoon concert on Sunday, 9th September. 

Vocalist, Pam Dabell, will be joining them on this occasion and the programme is 

sure to be one to get your toes tapping! More details later ... 

Admission is free with a retiring collection for the Restoration Appeal.  

 

Kathryn Sargent 

Events Co-ordinator St Andrew's Church Alfriston  - Tel: 07412 526671 

ORGAN RECITAL 

Those who attended the concert in St. Andrew’s on 6th July enjoyed a delightful 

evening of unaccompanied male voice singing. The group is formed from the lay 

clerks of New College, Oxford, and they performed a wide range of old and new 

music. 

Titled ‘From Byrd to the Bee Gees’ the first half included music by William Byrd, 

Thomas Tallis, Tomkins and others, with a fascinating commentary on the political 

and religious situation when the works were written.  

The second half was more modern, covering a wide range of styles including 

Vaughan Williams, Billy Joel, Brian Wilson and the Bee Gees.  

The beautiful blend of the voices suited the acoustic of St. Andrew’s wonderfully 

well. We hope that the New Men will visit again next year – don’t miss it! 

Geoff Ellis 

NEW MEN CONCERT 

ST. ANDREW’S BOOKSTALL 

We will be running a second-hand bookstall again at the August Fair on the Tye 

on 27th August in aid of St. Andrew’s Church.  We would welcome any donations 

of books – we can collect them. 

Contact Julia and Geoff Ellis – 01323 871586 



 

 

RICHARD BARTLETT 

 Flint Walls, Landscaping  
and Tree Services 

Traditional flint wall and  
lime mortar craftsman 

All types of flint wall repairs, re-pointing 
rebuilding and new builds 

Highly experienced, with two English 
Heritage awards for excellence 

www.richardbartlett.co.uk 
Litlington 01323 871452    

Mobile 07799648874  
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 Starting 1:30 on the Friday with a Teddy’s Bears 

Picnic and a Quiz Night which starts at 7pm in the 

War Memorial Hall (food and bar). 

Saturday starts at 11am with a car show, Scottish 

Dancing, drumming, bagpipes, ice creams and 

a bouncy castle; followed by a treasure hunt 

and The Review (by Alfriston Players) in the War Memorial Hall in the evening 

Sunday starts with the Animal Blessing in St Andrews’s Church at 11am, followed 

by a dog show, refreshment stalls, wellie boot throwing and late afternoon, into 

the evening, a Film Night (5pm – 8pm) 

Monday starts at 7am with a Car Boot Sale on the Recreation ground, followed at 

noon by a fun fair on the Tye, various stalls, BBQ, ice cream van and refreshments 

in the War Memorial Hall. 

Draw tickets will be on sale across the weekend and The Dine Out Draw takes 

place on Monday. 

All proceeds go to local charities and Alfriston School.  

Contact friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com  for more info. 

ALFRISTON SUMMER FESTIVAL  - August 24th -27th 

As it is some time since progress as been reported on our efforts to obtain funding 

for the restoration of the Church Spire, the initial and most important part of the 

restoration of the Church, I feel that an update is appropriate. 

The Restoration Committee have been very busy since the start of the year, 

preparing a format  for any applications that we make and have in the last 

month submitted two requests for funding to the Garfield Weston Anniversary 

Fund and  the H.B. Allen  Charitable Trust, both of which closed for applications 

on 30th June.  The Committee continue to research other possible funding sites  so 

would expect to submit further applications over the next month or so. 

 

Michael Staff  - Chair, Restoration Committee. 

REPORT FROM THE RESTORATION COMMITTEE 

mailto:friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com
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Firstly may I thank all of our members who have continued to support the Friends 

over the last few years which  has enabled us to raise funds for minor 

improvements in the Church.  May I stress that the item in the July Cuckmere 

News incorrectly stated that  the Friends were also funding the restoration work 

which, whilst many of our members have been  generous donors, is quite 

separate from the Friends work.  The main objective of the Friends is to  invite 

anyone who is interested in protecting our heritage in the village in the shape of 

our 14th century Church which attracts visitors from all over the work.  If you are 

not a member and would like to join us, the membership fee is whatever you feel 

is comfortable for you with a minimum of £25 per year, and not as stated in the 

July Cuckmere News.   

Currently the Friends have arranged the installation of a new sound system to 

enhance the  choir in their participation in our worship .   

If you are interested in joining us please contact me on 01323 870610 or by e mail 

at michaelstaffmbe@gmail.com 

 

Michael Staff 

Hon. Secretary for the Friends. 

ALFRISTON CRICKET CLUB 

We are now halfway through the cricket season, and the Cricket Club 

are enjoying the hot, weather. The Saturday team are mid-table in the 

League despite missing several regular players for a number of matches. 

The Sunday team are playing regularly with mixed results. 

On Sunday 12th August the club is holding the annual President’s Day match, and 

all friends and supporters are invited to join us from 12.00 at the Furlongs. 

We are still looking for players [of any ability], so if you would like to take part in a 

friendly game of cricket on a Sunday please contact the club captain – John 

Harmer – on 01323 870270. 

Geoff Ellis – Chairman, Alfriston Cricket Club 

FRIENDS OF ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, ALFRISTON WITH LULLINGTON 

mailto:michaelstaffmbe@gmail.com


 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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Having met with many rail users who use local stations such as Berwick, I know 

how unhappy residents were with the proposed new timetable and removal of 

services. Since then the Southern rail timetable changes have been a disaster for 

the whole network and as a fellow commuter I know that locally it has left us with 

reduced services, short formation trains and station skipping. Along with other 

local MPs, I met with the Transport Secretary in Parliament to ask him to remove 

Southern Rail’s franchise and plans are now in place to prepare for an alternative 

rail operator to take over if rail services do not improve this month. I know 

commuters locally have simply had enough of Southern Rail and at my most 

recent meeting with the Secretary of State I have asked that the services we lost, 

initially, are restored in the next few months and that the October shut down of 

the line is cancelled. I will keep you updated on this as minsters are looking at this 

request.  

  

Please do keep me updated on your journeys locally as the figures being 

presented to ministers on train numbers, delays and short formation are very 

different to what is actually happening and any evidence I can get locally I will 

be sharing with ministers.  

Please email me on maria.caulfield.mp@parliament.uk with any questions or 

queries.   

  

Maria Caulfield 

Member of Parliament for Lewes 

MARIA CAULFIELD  - RAIL UPDATE 

mailto:maria.caulfield.mp@parliament.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES IN AUGUST 

Sunday 5th August - Trinity 10 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am  British Legion Great Pilgrimage 90 Service 

Sunday 12th August -Trinity 11 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Lullington:    3.00 pm Evensong  

Sunday 19th August - Trinity 12 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 26th August - Trinity 13 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Blessing of the Animals Service on the Tye 

Alfriston:   9.00 am - Daily office every weekday morning            

 10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday 17th at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

June 0.043” 1.10” June 0.071” 2.10” 

Oct- Jun 20.23” 25.22” Total 2018 15.16”  

Rain fell on   2 Days Rain fell on 3 Days 

Wettest day 14th with  0.0393” 

12th with 0.0039” 

Wettest day 13th with 0.063” 

RAINFALL  

OUR NEW RECTOR 

On 23rd July the Revd Prebendary Stephen Stuckes was licensed to the 

parishes of Alfriston with Lullington, Litlington, West Dean and Folkington.  On 

Thursday 30th August at 11am there will be service of institution at which 

Stephen  will become Rector of these parishes.  Please come and along 

and support Stephen at this special service.  All welcome. 

            THERE BUT NOT THERE 

Have you visited St Andrew’s recently? and 

seen the 25 Perspex figures each 

representing one of the 25 men from the 

Parish who were killed in World War I?  Each 

one is named and it is a very moving tribute. 

The figures will be on display most days when 

there are no services, weddings, funerals or 

concerts.                                                                                                                    

.. And in case you are wondering about the heatwave of 1976, the rainfall 

for June in Liltington was 0.47” (12.0 mm), July was 0.41” (10.5 mm) and 

August 0.09” (2.3 mm). 
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 CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

ANNUAL SHOW 
 

 

 
 

Saturday 4th August    1 – 5pm 

Sunday 5th August   11 – 4:30pm 

COME AND ENJOY 

OUR WONDERFUL DISPLAY 

OF  LOCAL PRODUCE & FLOWERS 

Alfriston War Memorial Hall       

  Refreshments available  

 

Members outing to RHS WISLEY HORTICULTURAL SHOW 2018 

Tuesday 4th September 2018      

Leaving Willows Coach Park at 9:15am   Returning at 5.30pm 

CVHS Members entry to show FREE        Coach price per person £15 

LIMITED PLACES please contact Roxchel on 01323 894151 BEFORE MON 6th 

AUGUST or cheques payable to CVHS to be given to Jane Alvey. 



 

 

APPS PROPERTY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
RICHARD APPS 

FREE ESTIMATES  - NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Fully Insured - References Available   Local, Reliable & Trustworthy 

From Picture hanging to Building works! 

Qualified Chimney Sweep - Member of The Institute of Chimney Sweeps   

Call for your Free Quote 07447 053170 

www.appspropertymaintenance.co.uk   appspropertymaintenance@gmail.com 



 

 

 

ACG TREE SURGERY 

All tree and hedge work undertaken 

Garden Clearance 

Stump Grinding 

Soft Landscaping 

Fencing & Repairs 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

01323 411215 – 07809 373482 

www.acgtreesurgery.co.uk 

A BRUSH OF COLOUR 

August 21st - September 1st.  Zan Stevenson will be having an exciting 

exhibition of her paintings at the DC1 Gallery and Café, 67=68 Seaside Road 

(between Hippodrome and the traffic lights) Eastbourne bn21 3PL.   

Open Tuesday to Saturday 11am to 5pm .  Cuckmere News readers are 

invited to a Private View on Thursday 23rd August 6-8pm 

Zan Stevenson 

Andrew White 
Personal Assistant 

Support to maintain an in-

dependent life 

Domestic Administration  

Household Management 

Transport, Travel Escort  

Medical Appointments 

Shopping, Cooking & More  

Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com 

07721 206172                                     

IMPORTANT MESSAGE - FORWARD PLANNING NEEDED! 

Please Note - The next edition of the Cuckmere News will 

be for September and October.   

If you want to tell us about anything that is happening in 

those months please send it in before 10th August,  

by email to cuckmerenews@alfriston-village.co.uk or to the Benefice 

Office in St Andrew’s Church. 
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MACMILLAN COFFEE AFTERNOON 

Alfriston Court Nursing home is delighted to announce that 

at our recent Macmillan Coffee and Cake afternoon on 

the 10th June we raised a fabulous total of £859.60 for Mac-

millan Cancer Support! A big thank you to all who attend-

ed and enjoyed the cakes, entertainment and wonderful weather. Thank you al-

so to the people who had donated prizes for our raffle which was a great suc-

cess. Thank you again for your support in raising money for a special charity, we 

hope you will join us again.’ 

Dee will be bringing her debut novel, 'UNEXPECTED ANSWERS' to Chestnut's 

Tea Room on Mon 27th at 2.30pm 

She will be sharing why she wrote this family saga that is based on a true 

love story with a sixty year secret, reading an excerpt and showing photos of 

the families featured in the story. Your chance to buy a signed copy of the 

book or simply chat with the author. 

All while enjoying a good cuppa and delicious home-made cake at this 

delightful tea room.  

Dee Rivers 

MEET DEE RIVERS - LOCAL AUTHOR 
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ESCC plan to run a month's trial of traffic lights in 

Alfriston during September. They will place trial 

lights at each end of the Narrows, at the Star 

Lane junction and the Weavers Lane junction. 

They have not made clear what criteria will 

determine whether the trials are a success or 

failure.  

A Task Force of villagers is being gathered 

together to make sure a rigorous evaluation of 

the effects of the trial lights on traffic through the village takes place. This will 

require a rota of volunteer observers placed at specified locations at specified 

times each day to methodically record traffic behaviour according to previously 

determined parameters. These observations will have to continue through the trial 

in September and a control period in October. 

We already have a small group of volunteers prepared to stand or sit in the High 

Street for an hour at a time with a record sheet, on days they can manage. But as 

there are at least three peak traffic times on weekdays, and observations must 

continue for 8 weeks, we need more volunteers - as many as possible.  

So if you feel you might have a few hours to spare sometime during those months, 

please ring Sylvia or Frankie, and we will find you slots which are convenient for 

you.   

Frankie (871136) or freynolds@talk21.com   -  Sylvia (871188) or sylviadaw@hotmail.co.uk 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

A group of members enjoyed a (rather warm) visit to 

Glynde forge to watch the blacksmith at work and hear his 

interesting description of the processes required.  They then had 

the chance to cool off and have lunch at Middle Farm.  

As usual there will be no August meeting, but we will again be entertaining 

the folk from Bexhill Day Centre and providing them with afternoon tea - 

plenty of delicious cakes will be on the menu! 

 

Wendy Day  -  870433 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    



 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 
• Tax efficient Investment 

Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 
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The raven, largest member of the family and quite 

possibly the most intelligent is often potrayed as the 

bearer of gifts; in sorrow, in thought and in kind. 

Saint Cuthbert had retreated from the Abbey at 

Lindisfarne and was living a simple life alone on the island 

of Inner Farne. Two ravens came and took straw from his 

shelter to line their nest. For this they were rebuked and 

banished. Some-while later they returned and with wings 

spread and heads bowed as if in penitence they 

presented a gift of pig’s lard to the Holy Man. They were duly forgiven and 

welcomed back. Some defence you may well argue – they were caught 

stealing and got just desserts. But wait! -  could ravens really be expected to 

know that they were stealing, nor, for that matter,  rooks understand the 

concept of murder. One must be very careful indeed when attributing 

human qualities to other animals. For all we know they have their own moral 

code and besides we sail close to hypocrisy bearing in mind that not so 

long ago capital punishment was allowed in this country and still is 

practised in many parts of the world.   

In the Old Testament, alongside the apparent perfidy of Noah’s bird (surely 

the bird’s failure to return was proof of the receding waters), is the account 

found in the first book of Kings of a famine coming to Israel, prophesied by 

the Elijah and sent by God to punish King Ahab. To save the prophet the 

Almighty sent him to “the brook Cherith that is east of Jordan. And the 

ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in 

the evening.”   

Crows make very good companions: Odin, the Norse god of wisdom and 

poetry was accompanied by two ravens named Huginn and Muginn 

(thought and memory) whom he sent out, daily, into the world to bring 

back news. In Edgar Allan Poe’s eponymous poem the poet is visited by “a 

stately raven of the days of yore” who brings the dolorous news that the 

poet will “nevermore” meet with his beloved. 

In the realm of natural history there is a most remarkable account of mutual 

benefit between ravens and wolves. In the snowy deserts of the north 

where food is scarce, finding prey is a problem for wolves as is finding 

carrion for ravens. In the former, ravens have the advantage of flight and in 

the latter, the wolf pack has the strength to kill. So it is then that the birds will 

fly out and locate some such prey as caribou. They will then fly back to the 

wolves and guide the pack to the herd. The deal is that the wolves will kill a 

beast but leave sufficient for the birds to feed on.  Surely this is more than 

enough to acquit these birds of their alleged crimes! 

Tim Beech 

NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - Defence of the Covidae 
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The large English alabaster box wall tomb on the south wall of the chancel in All 

Saints church is a monument to William (died 1639) and Anne (nee Michelborne) 

Thomas (died 1625).  William and Anne, the daughter of a gentleman, were 

married at Chichester on August 1, 1603. 

In 1611 William bought West Dean Manor where the couple lived until Anne, then 

about 49, died and she is buried in the churchyard.  William remarried a widow 

named Hannah Graves from Ditchling at Lewes in 1628/9.  William died aged 60 

and is also buried in West Dean.  He mentions three people in his will – Anne 

Thomas his mother, Hannah his wife and William his son. 

William and his first wife Anne had one son William and five daughters – Ann, 

Mary, Susanna, Francesca and Elizabeth.  Susanna married George Tirrey a 

gentleman of Grays Inn, at Lewes in 1636.  Sadly she died in childbirth the 

following year and her wall tablet monument is hung in the nave on the north 

wall.  She too is buried in the churchyard. 

Thomas and Anne’s son, William (the second), married Katherine Rose at Lewes in 

1631 and sometime around 1650 they bought Folkington Manor from the Dobell 

family.  They too had son, also called William (the third), born in 1641. 

This William Thomas (the third) became MP for Seaford in 1661 a post which he 

held for the rest of his life, apart from the years he was elected MP for Sussex. He 

married Barbara Springett of Broyle Place, Ringmer, at Chalvington in 1676 and 

the couple lived at William’s family home, Folkington Manor.  

Barbara was very charitable and in the 1690s, along with her niece (Sybilla 

Stapley) donated £100 to the charity school in Ringmer.  This was later changed 

to an annuity of £10 per annum and is still in place today! 

Lady Barbara Thomas died in 1697 and Sir William Thomas in 1706, aged 65.  They 

are both buried at Folkington.  Lady Thomas’s marble monument on the north 

wall of the sanctuary is sited opposite that of Sir William’s on the south wall which 

was erected by his heir, William Dobell (eldest son of Walter Dobell of Streat), to 

whom Sir William left his estate.          

 

 Susan de Angeli 

(Research by Mathew Homewood – Mathew.homewood@gmail.com) 

THE THOMAS FAMILY  -  

WEST DEAN & FOLKINGTON CHURCH MEMORIALS 
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LEWES SURGERY     RINGMER SURGERY 

01273 473232                   01273 814590 

WOODINGDEAN SURGERY 

01273 302609 

LAUGHTON EQUINE CLINIC 

01323 815120 

Please see our website for further details and special offers www.cliffevets.co.uk 
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ALFRISTON HIGH STREET 

Cheryl 

Poems are a most effective way of communication and a number of us 

were inspired by the verses in the July Cuckmere News. Here is our 

contribution that parallels the one on page 29: the background is the 

sad fact that it is increasingly difficult for shoppers to stand and smile in 

the High Street.   

 

 

 The history of the High Street 

 The Smugglers, George and Star, 

 The narrow winding highway 

  Not built for truck nor car 

 

 The houses all so well preserved 

 By labour, craft and trade 

 Battle ´gainst exhaust and clatter 

 To protect the history made 

 

 In sun or rain the High Street 

 Struggles to maintain integrity 

 As a place to stand and chatter 

 On damaged paviors from antiquity 

 

 East Sussex County Council 

Having heard the sad story 

Have offered their own remedy 

To traffic blighting the glory 

Dr June Goodfield 
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Wed 1st Rude Mechanicals - The Tye  

Fri 3rd Supper Club - The Apiary  

4th & 5th CVHorticultural Annual Show -p.18  

Sun 5th 
GP90 Service - St Andrews 

Organ Recital - David Ollosson - St Andrew’s 

11am 

3 pm 

Tue  7th Knit and Knatter  at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Fri 10th Deadline for copy for September & October Cuckmere News  

Sat 11th Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 2.00 pm 

Sum 12th Alfriston Cricket Club - Presidents Day Match 12.00 noon 

Tue 14th Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 8.30 am 

Tue 28th Prayers for the World  - OCC 2.00 - 3.30 pm 

24 -27 Alfriston Summer Festival - The Tye (p.8, 11 & 21)  

September 

Sat 1st Litlington Harvest Fayre - Litlington (p.21) 11am -3pm 

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds 1st OCC Coffee Circle 10 - 12 noon  

Weds Scottish Dancing - AWMH 3.30 - 5pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Sat Clapham Lane Stall, Litlington 10.30-12.30 

DIARY FOR  2018 



 

 



 

 

JIM HALL 
PRIVATE HIRE 

LONG DISTANCE DRIVER 
AIRPORTS/SEAPORTS 

 Reliable   Efficient   Trustworthy 

 FULL WEALDEN LICENCE     ENHANCED DBS CHECKED 

 Tel: 01323 871387         Mobile: 07964 556801     
E: jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk 

 BASED IN ALFRISTON 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 

mailto:jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk

