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    June      
Being given a blank piece of paper and told it is my turn to 

write the Leader is at once daunting and a privilege.  The 

trick is to have something to say which, with luck, at least 

one reader will find worth the time spent reading it.  Like the 

unfortunate school pupil ordered to write an essay :  ‘What do I want to do 

when I grow up.’ (Answer : Nothing, or Retire immediately); ‘What to put in 

the Cuckmere News for June’ (Nothing, just look out of the window.) 

 

And there is the answer.  Just look out of the window.  Through the rain-

induced waterfall running down the glass a whole world of wonder and 

mystery and regeneration awaits exploration and appreciation.  How lucky 

we are : there is always the weather to discuss.  Last week we were fried, 

today day mildly chilled and drenched.  Never mind the rain – we won’t 

dissolve and we are not stuck in a desert.  Outside, bedraggled and weary-

looking parents shake their feathers, collect edibles from the bird-feeders 

and hurry on with the business of raising their fledgling broods.  Not so 

different from the scene outside any primary school at closing time. 

 

So what’s the difference between us all, really?  Recently, I came across a 

photo of a mountain gorilla sitting gazing at a spectacular sunset.  Just like 

us.  Another of a wild African bull elephant enduring a drought, gratefully 

drinking from a bucket of water being offered him by a very small boy.  

There are countless reports of dolphins helping and rescuing swimmers who 

have got into difficulty.  Symbiotic relationships and inter-species co-

operation abound.  This week’s paper features an account of the late Mark 

Shand’s relationship with an Indian elephant named Tara.  His daughter 

remarked ‘They were like brother and sister – I’ve never seen anything like 

it.’   

 

So what’s the difference here?  To my mind almost none.  Life is not a set of 

independent boxes.  It is a joint enterprise; something every living thing 

shares and experiences, but in different ways.  Its variety is its strength, and 

its protection.  Its greatest danger is probably humanity.  But I thank God for 

it : it is quite some gift !   I just hope and pray I can live up to expectations.  

Can you? 

 

Richard Hayward 

Churchwarden, Litlington. 



 

 

Chiron bespoke framing 

No job too small / colour matching 

Good Pricing / conservation materials 

Close to Berwick Station, free parking 

07515 729326  vernonholt18@gmail.com 

www.vernonholt.com 
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June will be a busy month for W.I. members - our Summer Coffee 

Morning is scheduled for 16th June; there will be stalls with cakes, 

plants, bric-a-brac, a raffle and a tombola.  There will of course be a 

lovely selection of cakes to eat with your cup of coffee. We hope to see many of 

you there at the War Memorial Hall. 

At our meeting on 19th June our speaker will be Andy Thomas - his talk is entitled 

"A Conspiracy History of the World", very intriguing!  This will be at 2.00 p.m. at the 

Old Chapel Centre as usual.  Visitors will be welcome and a small donation would 

be appreciated. 

Wendy Day  -  870433 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    

How often should you cut your grass?  That depends on how much you want to 

help the bees.  It seems that the ideal ‘gap’ is two weeks.  This helps improve 

the habitat for the pollinating plants that need bees to survive.  Cutting the 

grass more often than every 14 days destroys dandelions and clover and other 

plants which the insects need for pollen. 

Two weeks is ideal – it gives time for the grass to attract a greater diversity of 

insects. The number of bee species and the abundance of lawn flowers were 

up to 2.5 times higher when home owners mowed lawns every two weeks 

compared to once a week. 

Don’t be a martyr, though – as three-weekly cuts are also not 

recommended.  The high grass then makes it more difficult for bees and other 

insects to access flowers. 

NO NEED TO CUT YOUR GRASS WEEKLY 



 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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TWINNING 

On Friday 20th April, before sunrise, forty-two Veules les Roses Primary 

School pupils with nine Teachers and Parents, were heading towards their school 

bus for a day trip to meet their pen friends here, in Alfriston Primary School. The 

weather was perfect. It was Summer in Spring. As the sun rose the Seven Sisters 

were reflected in the calm sea. It could not have been better. 

The initiative and organisation for this trip was solely that of their dynamic, 

energetic and enthusiastic teacher,  Nadine who has four children of her own. 

She is amazing.  

To quote Nadine, ‘ the Head Teacher, all Teachers, children and volunteers gave 

us a very very warm welcome. The children instantly took to their pen friends 

whom they appeared to recognise although they had never met before’.  

The weather was so good and so warm that they were able to enjoy and share 

their picnic in the playground followed by some pre-prepared reading, puzzles, 

and sporty games. As a teacher Nadine noted with pleasure how quickly and 

easily the children picked up  words and pronunciations of each other’s 

language which, indeed, together with new friendships, new experiences and 

new horizons is the purpose of twinning for us all.  

School volunteers had made cakes for their tea time  and extended their day of 

fun and learning, before they made their way to the OCC for more games, 

drawing, and letter writing whilst waiting for the Ferry home. To quote Nadine 

again,  ‘we had to say good-bye and some wept’ but all were asking when can 

they come again?  And when did they arrive home?  6.30am the following 

day!!  The Ferry was delayed due to tidal restrictions but they all slept 

soundly.  The  long, long day, was a huge success thanks to Nadine, to the Head 

teacher, teachers, and volunteers who made it all possible and made it happen. 

In early May the French flag flew again in Alfriston for the turn of the grown-

ups.  Were we as lucky with the weather as the children? For this and our stories, 

watch this space in June. 

Tony up the hill  870561 

 
The Villages Music Festival 2018 

      Ripe, Laughton and Chalvington  23rd June-1st July 

Come and enjoy high-quality music of different genres, including opera, a pop-

up orchestra,  English chamber music, cinematic music with visuals, Shakespeare 

with folk music and classic favourites, all in the delightful setting of our three 

Sussex villages, at affordable prices. 

There are events for all age groups. You are assured of a warm welcome! 

Tickets are now on sale.  

All details and ticket prices:   www.villagesmusicfestival.org 
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On Sunday 24 June at 6.00pm Pro Musica presents their programme ‘Return to 

Broadway!’ at St. Andrew’s Church, Alfriston. It is now two years since our last 

Broadway programme which proved very popular. 

This is your chance to hear some of the most popular numbers from ’Guys and 

Dolls’, ‘Show Boat’ and ‘Chicago’ to name but a few!  And not just from 

Broadway – there will be a selection of memorable numbers from ‘Les Miserables’ 

based on the epic story by Victor Hugo. 

To complete the programme we will be joined by a special guest Saxophone 

Quartet who will be playing some of their own numbers. 

David Ollosson is the pianist and Frank Fox-Wilson will be on drum kit. 

It should prove a lovely evening and will conclude with a glass of wine provided 

by choir members. 

Tickets are £10 and are available at church from Ray and Kathryn, on the door at 

St. Andrew’s Church, or email to reserve your tickets geoffdellis@yahoo.co.uk   

 

Ray Maulkin 

RETURN TO BROADWAY 

What was life really like in those pre WW1 Edwardian days?  Was it just about 

fabulous parties, dancing, dressing up?  Some of the answers to these questions 

and many others will be part of the enjoyable Edwardian evening organised by 

the Alfriston & Cuckmere Valley Historical Society.  This midsummer event takes 

place on Thursday, June 21, starting at 6.30 pm at Dean’s Place Hotel, Alfriston.       

The evening will begin with a complimentary welcome drink beside the Pool 

Terrace followed by a delicious finger buffet before Lizzie and Tony Gilks begin 

their costumed historical presentation of life in the heady times which influenced 

so much of our historical and social change.  In addition there will be a display of 

artifacts from the period. 

Advance bookings are essential (for catering purposes). Tickets will be available 

(£16 a head) from Steamer Trading Cookshop, Alfriston, (01323-870055).  A paid 

bar will be open throughout the evening.  Guests will retain their seats at tables 

during the talk whilst Lizzie and Tony Gilks circulate amongst us. 

AdeA. 

ALFRISTON & CUCKMERE VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

mailto:geoffdellis@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

RICHARD BARTLETT 

 Flint Walls, Landscaping  
and Tree Services 

Traditional flint wall and  
lime mortar craftsman 

All types of flint wall repairs, re-pointing 
rebuilding and new builds 

Highly experienced, with two English 
Heritage awards for excellence 

www.richardbartlett.co.uk 
Litlington 01323 871452    

Mobile 07799648874  
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Our Early Summer Show will be held on Saturday 9th June in the War 

Memorial Hall. Open to the public from 1pm – 5pm.  We will be 

celebrating Sussex Day with the theme of Eleanor Farjeon (our local poet) 

who wrote All the Way to Alfriston & the hymn Morning has Broken. There will be 

an exhibition of Eleanor’s work along with The South Downs Alphabet Project. 

 

All Members are encouraged to enter as many classes as possible, to ensure a 

wonderful display of produce and flowers for everyone to enjoy. 

This year, the children’s class is “Design an Alfriston Village Sign“.   

Entry is free to any local child under the age of 12 and should be A4 or smaller. 

Refreshments will be available and Members are asked to donate homemade 

cakes on the day please. 

Do come along and support this wonderful celebration of early Summer at the 

War Memorial Hall. 

The sun shone down on our first Plant Swap & Sale on the Allotments, which 

proved to be very popular - big thanks must go to Nicky and the members of the 

Committee who helped to make this a success.  

Liz Hall 

CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The Choir of New College Oxford is firmly established as one of the most 

acclaimed British choral ensembles featuring boy trebles and men. Celebrated 

for its distinctive sound, the choir embodies the splendour of the English choral 

tradition. Founded in 1379, the choir frequently performs in prestigious venues 

worldwide, including recent tours to Hungary, the USA, and the Vatican - where 

they sang for Pope Francis in both St Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine Chapel.  

The New Men is the close harmony group formed of the Academical Clerks of the 

choir - the countertenors, tenors and basses who are also undergraduate students 

of New College, and sing in the choir’s daily services, balancing this commitment 

with their academic study of a variety of subjects.  

They will be singing both sacred and secular music, from Byrd and Tallis to the 

movies and Earth, Wind, and Fire! 

Tickets  - £10;   under 25’s £5   under 10’s Free   available on the door 

Kathryn Sargent 

Events Co-ordinator St Andrew's Church Alfriston 

A CAPELLA GROUP from NEW COLLEGE OXFORD, PERFORMING at 

 ST ANDREW’S CHURCH on FRIDAY 6th JULY at 7.00pm 
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LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 

Andrew White 
Personal Assistant 

Support to maintain an in-

dependent life 

Domestic Administration  

Household Management 

Transport, Travel Escort  

Medical Appointments 

Shopping, Cooking & More  

Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com 

07721 206172                                     

nickhunter754@gmail.com 
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War Memorial Hall on The Tye 

10.00 – 12.00 

Alfriston WI 
 

Coffee Morning - 16 June 

Free entry 

Refreshments, Cakes for sale, Plants, 

Books, Tombola,  Posh bric-a-brac, 

Alstroemerias for sale, Raffle 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN JUNE 2018 

Sunday 3rd June - Trinity 1 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Mattins 

Sunday 10th June - Trinity 2 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Lullington:    3.00 pm Evensong  

Sunday 17th June - Trinity 3 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 24th June - Trinity 4 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:          10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday19th at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

April 2.61” 1.59” April 2.85” 1.80” 

Oct-Apr 18.70” 22.44” Total 2018 12.17”  

Rain fell on    13 Days Rain fell on 13 Days 

Wettest day 1st with  0.51” Wettest day 1st with 0.51” 

RAINFALL  

 
Fear not, for I am with you;  be not 

dismayed, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you,  I will 

uphold you with my righteous right 

hand  
Isaiah 41:10   

This year’s tea party with entertainment will take place at the Old Chapel Centre,  

Alfriston on Saturday 7th July from 3.30pm.  We offer all our members a free 

cream tea, with light entertainment.  I hope that you will join us. 

For catering purposes, please let me know on 870610 if you wish to attend. 

Michael Staff  - Hon. Secretary 

ANNUAL FRIENDS OF ST. ANDREW’S TEA PARTY 

SHORT COMMUNION SERVICE   

Jim Thorneycroft will be taking a short Communion Service in The Old 

Chapel Centre. On Sunday 3rd June at 3.00pm 

 

This will be Jim’s final service here before his retirement.   Please come 

to wish him well on this occasion and join us afterwards for a cup of 

tea.  Everyone welcome. 

 Katie Salmon  - 870479 
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UPDATE FROM ALFRISTON SCHOOL 

Dear all 

  

There is both a “Royal” and an “International” flavour to this month’s school 

update:  

  

Princess Anne went to Rathfinny to officially open the vineyard, and our older 

children were invited too, to see her arrive by helicopter, have a tour of the 

estate, and sample the cake.  They had a great time!  Thank you so much to 

Rathfinny for the lovely invite. 

      

And at last the children’s pen-pals from Veules Les Roses in France came to 

visit.  Our students have been learning French and exchanging letters for months 

now, and so it was wonderful to finally meet the French children, who came to 

spend the day at our school and practise their English.  An amazing opportunity 

for all the children involved.  Fingers crossed for some lasting friendships and a 

return invitation! 

  

But it hasn’t all been about socialising at primary school this past month.  There 

has been big push in STEM activities recently (Science, Technology, Engineering & 

Maths).  Some of our children went to King’s Academy Ringmer to take part in a 

STEM day, conducting lots of science experiments.  Others went back to Ringmer 

for an eco-day to brainstorm ways to lower our school’s carbon footprint.    

  

Finally, the programme is almost finalised for the Alfriston Festival Weekend over 

the August Bank Holiday, raising money for the Friends of Alfriston School and 

other local charities.  If you would like to run a stall on Monday 27th August (the 

bank holiday Monday), please contact Yvonne on 871819 or Sylvia on 871188.  If 

you would like to support our school by baking a cake or volunteering a couple 

of hours to help on a stall, please let us know! Thank you!  

  

As always, please get in contact if you need us: 

friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com 

  

 

 
Yvonne and the Friends of Alfriston School Committee 

Advice to all  

Be like a postage stamp - stick to one thing until you get there 

mailto:friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com


 

 

APPS PROPERTY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
RICHARD APPS 

FREE ESTIMATES  - NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Fully Insured - References Available   Local, Reliable & Trustworthy 

From Picture hanging to Building works! 

Qualified Chimney Sweep - Member of The Institute of Chimney Sweeps   

Call for your Free Quote 07447 053170 

www.appspropertymaintenance.co.uk   appspropertymaintenance@gmail.com 
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Alfriston Court nursing home would like to invite you to join 

us for an afternoon of coffee and cake in aid of raising 

money for Macmillan Cancer Support.  

We are delighted to be welcoming back ‘Recycled’ who 

will be providing great live musical entertainment 

alongside cake stalls, guess the name of the bear, tombola and much more! We 

are all touched by cancer and in awe of the wonderful service Macmillan 

provide within our communities. We would love to welcome you into our home on 

Sunday 10th June 2018 between 2.30pm and 4.30pm, please feel free to pop by 

to this fun and free event. If you have any queries then please do not hesitate to 

contact us on 01323 874 140’ 

Kate Russell  - Head of Sales and Marketing, Chanctonbury Healthcare 

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT, COFFEE & CAKE 

 



 

 

Dust If You Must 

Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better 

To paint a picture, or write a letter, 

Bake a cake, or plant a seed; 

Ponder the difference between want and need? 

 

Dust if you must, but there’s not much time, 

With rivers to swim, and mountains to climb; 

Music to hear, and books to read; 

Friends to cherish, and life to lead. 

 

Dust if you must, but the world’s out there 

With the sun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair; 

A flutter of snow, a shower of rain, 

This day will not come around again. 

 

Dust if you must, but bear in mind, 

Old age will come and it’s not kind. 

And when you go (and go you must) 

You, yourself, will make more dust. 

Rose Milligan 

Answer 

on p.23 
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NATIONAL RURAL CRIME SURVEY 

It’s three years since the last National Rural Crime Survey 

revealed the huge cost of crime to rural communities – 

both financial and in terms of public confidence and fear 

of crime. 

The National Rural Crime Network produced a series of 

recommendations and, in many areas – including Sussex – 

the police took steps to improve matters.  

Now it’s time to find out what’s changed. 

Do you think rural crime has gone up or down in Sussex? Do you feel safer? What’s 

your view of the police in your community? 

This year’s survey went live on April 17, and I urge anyone who lives, works or visits 

our rural communities to respond and have their voice heard.  

In late 2017, Sussex Police appointed Temporary Superintendent Emma Brice and 

Sergeant Tom Carter as dedicated leads for rural crime, to address the 

vulnerabilities and crime types which are specific to rural areas.  

We know that there are certain types of crime and areas of vulnerability which 

impact rural communities and businesses differently from those in urban areas.  

Alongside other measures, the responses to this survey will help to ensure that 

Sussex Police meets the needs of our rural communities. 

One of the focuses of this year’s survey is whether rural crime continues to be 

under reported. Three years ago, one in four people who responded to the survey 

nationally said they didn’t report the last crime they’d been a victim of because 

they didn’t see the point.  

This is uncomfortable thing to hear, for all those involved in protecting rural areas, 

so it’s important we ask these questions again and find out whether people are 

more willing to report crime and if they feel safer. 

It’s vital that the voice of rural communities is heard by those who can make a 

difference – from the Police to Government. Please have your say and help us 

build a clear picture of crime in rural Sussex and to understand the impact it has 

where you live or work. 

The survey is available now at www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/survey and is 

open for submissions until Sunday 10 June. 

Best wishes 

Katy Bourne  - Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner 

To sign up to my weekly newsletter, visit: www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/

about/pcc-newsletter/ 

http://www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/survey
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/pcc-newsletter/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/pcc-newsletter/


 

 

Answer to Sudoku on page 21 



 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 
• Tax efficient Investment 

Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 

 

ACG TREE SURGERY 

All tree and hedge work undertaken 

Garden Clearance 

Stump Grinding 

Soft Landscaping 

Fencing & Repairs 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

01323 411215 – 07809 373482 

www.acgtreesurgery.co.uk 
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Are you a charity and would you like to run a stall on Bank Holiday Monday? 

 

Or would you like to run a commercial stall on the Saturday or Sunday? 

 

Please contact Sylvia Daw  01323 871188 

AUGUST SUMMER FESTIVAL 

WHY WE ARE ASKING YOU TO GIVE US YOUR DETAILS 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) will take effect in the UK in 

May 2018.  It replaces the existing law on data protection (the Data 

Protection Act 1998) and gives individuals more rights and protection about 

how their personal data is used by organisations. Parishes must comply with its 

requirements, just like any other charity or organisation.   

What is means for us is that we are unable to hold any information (names, 

addresses, telephone numbers etc) without your permission.  If we have 

contacted you in the past we have to ask your permission to do so in the 

future. 

Inside this edition of the Cuckmere News you should have received a (pink) 

form and an envelope.  If you don’t mind us having your name and address 

on file please complete the form and return it in the envelope provided.  

There is room for 2 people of one form, if you need more forms they will be 

available in the churches, from the Benefice Office and from the website.  

These forms should be used for anyone aged 13 and over.  A parent/guardian 

will need to sign for those under 16.   

If you don’t fill in a form we will not be able to contact you about anything.   

Please be assured we never share your information without your permission 

and it will be used solely to contact you as appropriate. 

Our Privacy Policy is available on request from the Benefice Office or you can 

find it on our website.  www.cuckmerechurches.org.uk  

If you are not sure whether to fil in the form - just think how useful it will be to 

our new Rector (whenever we get one) to have an up to date database of 

everyone in the parishes. 

Pauline Kennard 

Benefice Administrator 
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Ever-since at least the 'Mindel Glacials' of around 400,000 

years ago the heron has stood sentinel over Britain's riverbanks 

– a giant grey reed occasionally bending as if in a stiff breeze 

in order to better spear a fish for supper. 

In flight, rowing across the valley on broad wings with legs 

outstretched behind, the heron is unmissable especially when 

announcing its presence with croaking voice: “Cranking a 

jarring mellancholy cry/ Through the wild journey of the 

cheerless sky” (Clare) or, more prosaically, looking for his mates all of whom seem 

to be called Frank! 

In recent years Frank has been joined by his smaller cousin, the little egret, so 

beautifully dressed in pure white angel's garb. The spread of the little egret across 

the channel is part of a much wider expansion of the breed throughout Europe 

which may have something to do with the formation of what has become the 

largest wildlife charity. 

During the breeding season egrets and herons develop “lace plumes” on crown, 

breast and mantle which for centuries have been highly valued as a human 

adornment especially on headwear. Trade in the birds had reached a such a 

point that in 1885, 750,000 skins were reportedly sold in London alone. 

This mass slaughter, thankfully, did not go without protest, and in 1889 at Didsbury 

in Greater Manchester a group of pioneering women set up the 

Society for the protection of birds which, some 15 years later 

received a Royal Warrant; though it took till1920 for legislation to be 

introduced. 

Thankfully the little egret, which bore a great deal of the brunt, 

turned out to be remarkably resilient and since then has enjoyed 

such success as to now adorn the banks of British rivers. 

Tim Beech  

 (with acknowledgement to Mark Cocker & Richard Mabey authors of Birds Britannica)  

NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK—THE LITTLE EGRET 

Heron 

A series of events exploring different ways of understanding, enhancing and 

enjoying the centre of our being. 

2nd event:- The Road Less Travelled - As our sometimes confusing life 

unfolds, we need to know who we really are, ‘warts and all’. We need ‘maps’ of 

both our psychological world, and also of our subtle world. Explore with me, Jane 

Withers, at The Old Chapel Centre, on Saturday, 16th June, from: 2 – 4.30 pm.                 

Cost: £15, including Mary’s cake from Chestnuts! To find out more and book your 

place, please phone Jane on 871054.  

WISDOM OF THE HEART 

Little Egret 



 

 

In the nave on the north wall of Alfriston Church, hangs 

the heavily chrome-plated ship’s watch bell.  In red 

painted Roman capitals on the front, the inscription 

reads H.M.S. ALFRISTON 1954. 

The bell is from the ‘ton’ class minesweeper H.M.S. 

Alfriston M1103 which was launched on April 29, 1953 and scrapped in 1988.  The 

minesweeper was originally named H.M.S. Alfriston but later sailed under various 

names and was finally renamed ‘Alfriston’ when it was decided to name the 

minesweepers after villages ending in ‘ton’. Hanging nearby is a colour print of 

the ship which was signed by Commander A. N. Cowan. 

Members of the crew visited Alfriston and St. Andrew’s in the 1980s and helped at 

one of the village fetes in August 1987 before presenting the bell at a church 

service.  There is a videotape from that time but it is in a very poor condition. 

A lifebelt from the ship now hangs in Alfriston War Memorial Hall. 

Susan de Angeli    

THE ALFRISTON SHIP’S WATCHBELL & FRAMED PRINT 

We are fast approaching open garden days in West Dean in aid of great 

causes.  The first will be on Thursday, June 14 when Robin and Rosie Lloyd 

welcome visitors to their magnificent garden between 1.30 – 5.30 pm. 

Four fifths of the money raised will go to All Saints Church and the remaining 

20% to Village Projects. 

The West Dean Ladies Catering team will, as always, produce their magnificent 

teas and cakes while the male counterpart will be organising traffic directions 

and parking in the de Winter’s field.   

The garden will also open on Thursday, June 28 from 2.00 – 5.00 pm. with 

proceeds going to the National Garden Scheme although the tea and cake 

sales will benefit All Saints Church. 

Two enjoyable afternoons are promised, with free parking, admission charge on 

both days £5, no entry charge for children and a vast array of plants for sale.  
Sorry, no dogs. 

For further information – www.thelonghousegarden.co.uk  

Anthony de Angeli 

MORE OPEN DAYS AT WEST DEAN 



 

 

LEWES SURGERY     RINGMER SURGERY 

01273 473232                   01273 814590 

WOODINGDEAN SURGERY 

01273 302609 

LAUGHTON EQUINE CLINIC 

01323 815120 

Please see our website for further details and special offers www.cliffevets.co.uk 



 

 

CUCKMERE NEWS                                - 29 - JUNE 2018 

CHURCH REGISTERS 

BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 

20th May Isla Amara Rose Hawkins (A) 

Alfie Thomas Liddle (A) 

IN MEMORIAM “Behold I make all things new” 

25th April 

8th May 

Rose Marie Reed (A) 

Pyers Pennant (Interment of ashes - A) 

Anne Scott 

MISSING! 

I’ve hunted near, I’ve hunted far 

I even looked inside my car 

I’ve lost my glasses, I’m in need, 

To have them now so I can read 

I loudly tut and I curse 

Did I  leave them in my purse? 

Behind the sofa, or under the bed? 

Oh there they are  - on my head! 

BOOK REVIEW for Father’s Day : Inside Fatherhood – Today’s fathers tell their 

stories by David Atkinson, with reflections by Mark Chester, BRF  £6.99 

What does fatherhood look like today? As we prepare to celebrate Father’s Day 

later this June, ten fathers tell their moving, real-life stories: from stepdad to 

absent dad, through widowed, adoptive and midlife dad, to losing-it and stay-at-

home dad, they sit in their kitchens and bare their souls to writer David Atkinson, 

himself the father of two young daughters. 

It’s easy to believe that today’s dads are in crisis, weighed down by economic 

pressures, shifting family dynamics, mental stress and emotional strain. But for all 

the challenges of modern fatherhood, Mark Chester believes we are living in ‘a 

golden age of fatherhood’. 

‘Fathers are expected, and given permission, to get involved with the lives of their 

kids more than ever. It’s a great opportunity for men to seize that moment and 

be a bigger part of their lives. But,’ he adds, ‘they face an identity crisis. Men 

were traditionally both the breadwinner and the light relief at the end of the day 

but, as that role has changed, they must seize the opportunity to change their 

identity as fathers within society.’ 



 

 



 

 

CUCKMERE NEWS                                - 31 - JUNE 2018 

Fri 1 Supper Club - The Apiary (p.23)  

Sun 3 Communion Service  - OCC  - (p.17) 3.00pm 

Sat 9 
CV Horticultural Soc. Early Summer Show  - AWMH  -p.11 

Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 

1.00 –5.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

Sun10 McMillan Coffee & Cake  - Alfriston Court  - (p.20) 2.30 - 4.30 pm 

Tue 12  Knit and Knatter  at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Sat 16 
WI Coffee Morning  - AWMH  - (p.5 & 15) 

Wisdom of the Heart  -  OCC  - (p.26)  

10.00am  -12.00 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 

Mon 18 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Tue  19 
Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC (p.5) 

8.30 am 

2.00 pm 

Thurs 21 ACV Historical Society  - Deans Place  -  (p.8) 6.30 pm 

Sat 23 The Villages Music Festival  - Ripe -  (p.7)  

23 - 30 Waterloo Square Gallery Exhibition - (p.23)  

Sun 24 Pro-Musica Concert  - St Andrew’s Church  - (p.8) 6.00 pm 

Tue 26 Prayers for the World 2.00-3.00pm 

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds  1st  OCC Coffee Circle 10 - 12 noon  

Weds Scottish Dancing in AWMH 3.30 - 5.00 pm 

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Falun Gong  exercises OCC 10am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR  JUNE 2018 

Coming up next Month: 

Fri 6th July  - The New Men (A capella Group)  - St Andrew’s Church  - (p.11)  - 7.00pm 
 
Sat 7th July  - Long House Open Garden  - (p13)  
                       The Friends Tea Party, OCC  - (p.5) - 3.30pm 



 

 

JIM HALL 
PRIVATE HIRE 

LONG DISTANCE DRIVER 
AIRPORTS/SEAPORTS 

 Reliable   Efficient   Trustworthy 

 FULL WEALDEN LICENCE     ENHANCED DBS CHECKED 

 Tel: 01323 871387         Mobile: 07964 556801     
E: jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk 

 BASED IN ALFRISTON 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 

mailto:jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk

