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           April          
As this is my first experience of writing the 

editorial of the Cuckmere News, I thought it 

prudent to re-read the last two articles written by my fellow Church Wardens. Both 

made reference to the coming of Spring and the hope each new Spring brings;  as is 

written in Psalm 118,  "This is a beautiful time of year ……….. and a new chance for 

your hope."  The Wardens of St. Andrews are currently feeling hopeful about many 

issues concerning St. Andrews and the Benefice. 

We have recently heard from our Archdeacon, Martin Lloyd Williams, that we have 

received an application for the post of Rector and should be interviewing shortly 

after Easter. We will continue to update you on the situation at each Sunday service. 

After the setback of being unsuccessful with our Heritage Lottery Grant, the core 

members of the Restoration sub-Committee have reconvened and are now 

concentrating on completing another grant application for the repair of the Spire. 

This is part of an incremental  approach that has been taken on the advice of our 

church architect who reiterated the importance of making the church "watertight" 

before further, internal works are undertaken. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all villagers and businesses for their 

continuing support in raising funds towards our restoration works.  There are several 

events taking place during the next few months, e.g. talk by well known gardener, 

Stefan Buczacki; a "luminaire" display at St. Andrews. (Further information for these 

and future event can be found in Cuckmere News or by contacting our Events Co-

ordinator, Kathryn Sargent  07412526671) 

Despite being in a Vacancy, we have been able to retain the majority of our 

services in our valley churches. This has only been possible because of the amazing 

support and high quality of service that has been offered by our visiting clergy. We 

are sure that  the Wardens speak for all in our congregations,  in being able to 

express how much we appreciate all the dedication shown by our relief clergy and 

offering them our sincere thanks. 

St. Andrew's Family Services have been much enhanced by Reverend Christine 

Doherty's sermons and her addition of "props" enjoyed by the children! 

Reverend Christyan James's thought provoking and often delightful sermons have 

been well received by the congregation. Christyan would like me to repeat his 

request to our readers that he would love to be invited for a "cup of tea". 

 This Easter Sunday we are very fortunate in that +Bishop Richard of Lewes will be 

taking the Easter Day Services at Lullington 6.30am, Litlington 9.30am and Alfriston 

11am. +Bishop Richard is currently undertaking a prayer pilgrimage across East 

Sussex. 

Having read this, we hope you also share our positive outlook and agree that Spring 

is a reminder from God that, referring back to Psalm 118, "Every day is a blessed day 

and a new chance for your hope." 

Diana Monteath-Wilson, Churchwarden Alfriston with Lullington 



 

 

Chiron bespoke framing 

No job too small / colour matching 

Good Pricing / conservation materials 

Close to Berwick Station, free parking 

07515 729326  vernonholt18@gmail.com 

www.vernonholt.com 
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Towards the end of February, sixteen Twinning members and those with 

interest filled the spacious home of two of our members, Angela and Robert.  We 

were there to enjoy a getting-to-know-you 'Tea with a French Flavour'.  And what 

a magnificent Tea it was with a wide range of beautifully prepared homemade 

pastries and scones.  

We are most fortunate in having many committee members who have led and 

continue to lead varied and interesting lives and who bring these talents to our 

group. There are many such people within Alfriston.  Foremost amongst the 

Twinning group is our leader the inimitable Dr. June Goodfield.  Many who have 

come to Alfriston recently will have no idea of these people.  For example no one 

knew that the last of The Cockleshell Heroes had been living amongst us until the 

BBC TV and a Royal Marines contingent turned up at St Andrews when he died. 

He had been living quietly within a stone’s throw of the High St. To know these 

things one has to join and take part in the many societies. The Twinning Group is 

one!! 

Each winter Dr June disappears off to St Kitts & Nevis where she is well known, to 

research and write her books and where she has made a documentary film on 

those islands, their history and connection to both the UK and Dieppe.   Don’t 

take my word for it, look her up on Google. In the near future we are to be 

privileged to see this film.  

In a few days, on the afternoon of Saturday 7th April between 4pm & 7pm, in the 

War Memorial Hall, we are holding our first International Games Tourney!  This is a 

trial event for members, their families and friends.  Our very own Games master 

collected, devised, and built these games to surprise and amuse ex-pat 

colleagues during years on the Ivory Coast.  We hope to share them with our 

Twinning friends in May and with all in Alfriston at a later date. 

Tony up the hill 870561 

TWINNING NEWS 

Unfortunately snow and ice caused the postponement of our 

Centenary Lunch in March, but we had celebrated the anniversary 

with a delicious cake and "fizz" at our February meeting! 

The April meeting will be at the OCC at 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday 17th when Trevor 

Weeks will be talking about the Wildlife and Rescue Ambulance Service.  This has 

grown from a very small enterprise and their rescues are now often featured on 

the local news, so this should be a very interesting afternoon.  Visitors will be 

welcome; a small donation would be appreciated. 

Wendy Day   -   870433 

ALFRISTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    



 

 

APPS PROPERTY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
RICHARD APPS 

FREE ESTIMATES  - NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Fully Insured - References Available   Local, Reliable & Trustworthy 

From Picture hanging to Building works! 

Qualified Chimney Sweep - Member of The Institute of Chimney Sweeps   

Call for your Free Quote 07447 053170 

www.appspropertymaintenance.co.uk   appspropertymaintenance@gmail.com 
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Have you ever thought how special the sound of church bells is to your local 

community? Perhaps you would like to join the ringing community across the UK in 

marking the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War in a unique way: It 

is thought that 1400 ringers lost their lives in the war and bellringing bands up and 

down the UK are seeking 1400 new ringers as a mark of respect. This could be 

you: Bellringing can be a transformational hobby: introducing new skills, a new 

social life and a lifelong opportunity to develop skills. It is physical (but not over-

exerting); it is mental (but does not require a degree) and it is suitable for all ages. 

The youngest ringers are 8 or 9 and the oldest are in their 90’s.  

 

Interested? It will take a weekly commitment of a couple 

of hours to become a confident bell ringer over the 

course of 3-6 months.  

Contact local tower captain Pauline Kennard 07792 

948709; look out for the Ringing Remembers leaflets in 

your church or local community centre;  see the website 

Ringing Remembers (https://a100.cccbr.org.uk/) or 

email ringingremembers@cccbr.org.uk 

RINGING REMEMBERS 1918-2018  -  

THE SOUND OF CHURCH BELLS 

CUCKMERE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Spring is just around the corner, so for some floral inspiration don’t forget 

to come along to the talk on Thursday 5th April (7.30pm in the Hall) 

where Ambers Florist will be demonstrating and talking about all aspects 

of Floristry and Floral design. The arrangements created will then be 

raffled at the end of the talk and the lucky winners will be able to take them 

home to enjoy. As an added bonus, Stephen Moore – owner of Rapkyns Nursery - 

will be there from 6:30pm with his lovely plant collection for sale. These are always 

in great demand, so be sure to get there early! 

 Another reminder to all Members is that the deadline for the outing to Arundel 

Castle and Gardens is 6th April. Forms to be returned to Jane Alvey by then 

please. Any queries or further information, please telephone Jane on 870036. 

Advance Diary Date: there will be a Plant Swap and Sale on the Allotments on 

Saturday 5th May from 10am. Members and Non-Members welcome. Further 

information for this can be obtained from Nicky Vassell – Tel: 871995 

Liz Hall 

https://scacr.org/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=1149&urlid=285&mailid=356
mailto:ringingremembers@cccbr.org.uk
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ALFRISTON CRICKET CLUB COFFEE MORNING 

10am  -12.00 Saturday 31st March (Easter Saturday) 

War Memorial Hall 

Books, tombola, bric-a-brac, cakes and more…. 



 

 

RICHARD BARTLETT 

 Flint Walls, Landscaping  
and Tree Services 

Traditional flint wall and  
lime mortar craftsman 

All types of flint wall repairs, re-pointing 
rebuilding and new builds 

Highly experienced, with two English 
Heritage awards for excellence 

www.richardbartlett.co.uk 
Litlington 01323 871452    

Mobile 07799648874  
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 Alfriston Emergency Group was in action for five days over last winter’s Arctic 

conditions. You may have noticed them gritting the village roads and twittens 

and pavements. Our team of volunteers braved snow and sub-zero 

temperatures. We got round 90%+ of all village roads. Many thanks to all who 

took part. And thanks to Moonrakers where the log fire and the drinks made it all 

worthwhile. 

Here’s a photo take at the junction of North Road and The Furlongs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vernon Reynolds, Alfriston Emergency Group 

ALFRISTON EMERGENCY GROUP 

A BIG “THANK YOU”  FROM THE VILLAGE 

We would like to send a very big Thank You to the Alfriston Emergency Services 

team who worked tirelessly in cold, snowy and miserable conditions to salt and 

grit the roads and pavements and twittens so that all the residents and visitors 

could stay safe and keep mobile. They were out late into the night and early in 

the mornings and we are very grateful for all their hard work. 
Phyllis & Des Houston  

 

HATS OFF o the emergency group who worked hard to keep our paths safe for 

residents and visitors alike during the bad weather. I am sure I am one of many 

who are extremely grateful now we can move safely round the village. We really 

value their efforts. 

Katie Salmon 

 

Great work team A.E.G.! 
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Alfriston & Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association Inaugural Twinning Games 

Sat 7th April 4pm WMH 
Fun games from round the world, with several even from the UK… 

Refreshments & Bar available  

Potential new Twinners welcome 

CELEBRATED AUTHOR AND GARDENER TO SPEAK AT  

ST.  ANDREW’S SUPPORTING THE RESTORATION FUND 

Join author Stefan Buczacki for a fascinating exploration of the plants and 

animals that make churchyards their home, at a special event benefiting the 

Saint Andrews Restoration Fund on Saturday 28 April. 

Professor Buczacki is a world-renowned botanist, naturalist and author. In 2013 he 

was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Garden Media Guild and 

he spent twelve unbroken years as panellist and Chairman on Radio 4's 

'Gardeners' Question Time'. 

His new book Earth to Earth - A Natural History of Churchyards uncovers the wild 

animals and plants that thrive amongst the headstones, from the graveyard 

beetle to the mighty yew. Beautifully illustrated, it offers a unique glimpse of the 

history of churchyards and the surrounding landscape, and offers thoughts on 

what can be done to conserve them for future generations. 

Professor Buczacki will be speaking at Saint Andrew’s Church from 3pm on 

Saturday 28 April, 2018. If weather allows, he may also lead tours of Saint 

Andrew’s own churchyard.  

 

Tickets, costing £7.50, include a glass of wine following the talk. 

Profits will benefit the Saint Andrew’s Restoration Fund. And event 

sponsor Much Ado Books will also donate £3 from every copy of the 

£15 book sold during the event. 

 

Tickets will be available on the door if space allows. They are also available on-

line, through the events page at www.muchadobooks.com. Call 01323 871444 for 

more information. 

Much Ado Books 
New, Old & Out-of-Print books for all Readers and Collectors  

 

http://www.muchadobooks.com


 

 

A Clean Sweep 

   Ross Atabey & Son 

Chimney sweeping - including smoke test and certification. 

 01435 812 153    07941 315214 

Fiind us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 

Member of Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

LOCAL PLUMBER  

CHRIS BONUS 

Ball cocks to Tap Washers 

Including 

Kitchens 

Power Showers 

Wet Rooms & 

Bathroom Installations 

No VAT 

Excellent References 

01323 870770 

http://www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram
mailto:acleansweep009@gmail.com
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Hello, 

As your elected Police and Crime Commissioner, one of my 

responsibilities is to set the budget for policing in Sussex and 

ensure that, what local people tell me matters most to them, 

is reflected in the delivery of policing. 

The public tell me that they want to see their financial 

contributions fund more visible, local policing. They rightly 

want to feel safe at home, in public spaces, at night time and 

on the roads. They also expect their police force to be easily contactable when 

they need to reach them. 

I am delighted to announce that Sussex Police has re-opened officer recruitment 

which I’m sure, is very welcome news to people across our county. 

Sussex Police is aiming to attract 200 police officers each year for the next four 

years and I am pleased that this has been made possible by the public’s support 

to pay more for local policing. 

The majority of Sussex residents who responded to my precept consultation said 

they were prepared to pay more and I want to see their contributions going into 

visible and effective local policing. 

I have always maintained that protecting neighbourhood policing is a top priority 

because it matters so much to local people. It’s about keeping the community in 

policing and the police in the community, providing a reassuring police presence. 

The additional funding that the rise in the police precept gives us also means the 

force has to save less money over the coming years so we can protect 476 police 

posts that would otherwise have been lost.  

As your PCC I will continue to listen to your concerns and ensure you can see the 

difference that your contributions to policing will make. 

 

To watch my video on officer recruitment, please visit: www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/

about/our-videos/ 

 

To find out more about how your police budget is spent, visit: 

 www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/transparency/what-we-spend-how-we-spend-it/  

 

To sign up to my weekly newsletter, visit: www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/pcc-

newsletter/ 

 

Katy Bourne 

STRENGTHENING LOCAL POLICING 

http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/our-videos/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/our-videos/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/transparency/what-we-spend-how-we-spend-it/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/pcc-newsletter/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/pcc-newsletter/
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CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL 

Sunday 1st April - Easter Sunday 

Lullington:   6.30 am Sunrise Holy Communion 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion   

Litlington:   9.30 am Family Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Holy Communion 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 8th April - Easter 2 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Family Service 

Folkington:  10.30 am  Mattins 

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:    6.00 pm Evensong  

Sunday 15th April - Easter 3 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

Litlington:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Family Service 

Sunday 22nd April - Easter 4 

Alfriston:   8.00 am Holy Communion 

West Dean:   9.30 am Holy Communion 

Folkington:  10.30 am Mattins  

Alfriston:  11.00 am Holy Communion 

Monday 23rd April - St George’s Day 

Alfriston:     6.00 pm  St George’s Day Service 

Sunday 29th April - Easter 5 

Litlington:   11.00 am  Benefice Holy Communion Service 
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LITLINGTON 10yr. Avg ALFRISTON 10yr. Avg. 

Feb 2.01” 2.90” Feb 2.2” 3.19” 

Oct- Feb 12.80” 19.03” Total 2018 6.43”  

Rain fell on   15 Days Rain fell on 18 Days 

Wettest day 14th with  0.71” Wettest day 14th with 0.73” 

RAINFALL  

 

 

Alfriston:          10.15 am – Holy Communion every Wednesday  

West Dean:       5.30 pm – Evening Prayer every Thursday 

Men’s Breakfast: Chestnuts  - Tuesday  17th  at 8.30am 

Local Catholic Church: St. Thomas More, 54 Sutton Road, Seaford 

(For times of services contact Parish Office 01323 892427)   
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 The SCD is now in full swing every Wednesday afternoon 3:30-5:00. It’s a class for 

absolute beginners and dancers alike, regardless of age or ability,  You will be 

made very welcome by Sue class leader and passionate dancer.   

 

The class are proud of their achievements so far having already learnt 4 dances 

including the fun ceilidh dance “The Virginia Reel”.  Why not come along on 

Wednesday and have a go.  It’s a fun way of getting fit and laughter is 

guaranteed.   

For anyone who missed the recent packed-out 

‘Cathedral of Stars’ fundraising event in St 

Andrew’s Church, or who were unable to 

secure tickets for Rathfinny’s sell-out ‘Geminids 

Dinner/Stargazing evening, there is a further 

local opportunity.  Alfriston’s very own 

astronomer Jane Green – Fellow of the Royal 

Astronomical Society, successful author, 

science writer and always-in-demand 

broadcaster – has been invited to give a fund-raiser presentation for the 

Raystede Centre for Animal Welfare based at The Broyle, Ringmer, near Lewes.  

The event in aid of the animals will take place at 7.30pm on Saturday 28 April 

2018.  For full details visit: www.raystede.org or Jane’s official website:  

www.janegreenastronomy.co.uk. 

A FURTHER CHANCE….. 

 

NEW SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP  

SPRINGS INTO ACTION! 

Sue Fulham 



 

 

The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint of England, St 

George may have been a soldier, but he was no Englishman. He was an 

officer in the Roman army under Diocletian, who refused to abandon his faith 

during the Terror, and was martyred at Lydda in Palestine about the year 300 

AD - supposedly 23 April. Over the years St George became the example of a 

Christian fighting-man, a powerful helper against evil powers affecting 

individual lives. He was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of whom 

remarkable deeds were reported. 

In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus de Voragine gave St 

George a handsome write-up. The story runs thus:  

One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybia, where he 

found the citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon had forced them 

to surrender two sheep each day for its dinner, and when the sheep gave 

out, two of their children; and now they were about to sacrifice the King's 

daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St George encountered the little 

party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, and persuaded the 

sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable. At that moment the 

dragon appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting. The Saint charged, and 

drove his spear into the gaping mouth. To everyone's amazement, he 

tumbled the monster over and over. 

Then St George borrowed the Princess's girdle, tied it round the dragon's 

neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The sight of her 

approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift lead emptied the 

town. When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St George promised to 

behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus Christ and be baptised.  

 

It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said 'yes' at once. 

So 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were commissioned to 

remove the dragon's body. 

St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and is usually 

portrayed trampling the dragon of sin under his horse's hoofs. The Crusaders 

had a vision of him helping them against the Saracens at Antioch, during the 

first Crusade, and so brought the story of St George back with them from 

Palestine. Presently England put herself under the protection of the Saint. His 

day was declared a holiday in 1222. A red cross on a white field is the flag of 

St George.  

There will be a service on St George’s Day (23rd April) at St Andrew’s Church 

at 6pm  All welcome 

ST GEORGE OF THE GOLDEN LEGEND 



 

 

 

ACG TREE SURGERY 

All tree and hedge work undertaken 

Garden Clearance 

Stump Grinding 

Soft Landscaping 

Fencing & Repairs 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

01323 411215 – 07809 373482 

www.acgtreesurgery.co.uk 

     

nickhunter754@gmail.com 

Andrew White 
Personal Assistant 

Support to maintain an in-

dependent life 

Domestic Administration  

Household Management 

Transport, Travel Escort  

Medical Appointments 

Shopping, Cooking & More  

Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com 

07721 206172                                     
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On Thursday, April 19 at Dean’s Place Hotel, Alfriston at 7.30 pm., the ACVHS will 

hold its brief Annual General Meeting. 

After a short break for refreshments available from the bar, we shall have the 

main presentation: Life as a Genealogist by Mathew Homewood. 

How many of us know the names of our grandparents, great grandparents?  How 

far back does our knowledge of our ancestors go?   

Television programmes, books and articles have done much to awake interest 

and fascination about our families, but at the core are the painstaking 

“detectives” who do the work:  the genealogists. 

We are fortunate that one of them is Mathew Homewood a committee member 

of the ACVHS who will be talking about life and work as a genealogist.  Mathew 

graduated with a degree in History from the University of Sussex in 2007 and later 

went on to gain an MA and an MPhil. 

During this time, Mathew started work setting up his own business:  ‘Traditional 

Family Trees’.  His work involves not only the research but also writing family history 

narratives, and drawing family trees in the ‘traditional’ way, using good-quality 

paper and Indian ink. 

His work has uncovered many unusual and fascinating stories, including the sad 

tale of Ebenezer Hobden of Lewes, the turbulent life of Nellie Jarman (the first ever 

international beauty contest winner), as well as the unscrupulous Levi Welch and 

his involvement in the ‘Brutal Bedfordshire Murder’ of 1867. 

Mathew’s research has also reunited many long lost relatives, including one man 

who had not seen his mother for sixty years!  In his talk, Mathew will recount these 

stories, and many more, revealing the wonderfully complex nature of the lives of 

our ancestors.   Mathew.homewood@gmail.com   

Admission: Members free;  non-members £5 except for the Mid 

Summer Event. 

Anthony de Angeli    

ALFRISTON & CUCKMERE VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

May the Spirit of Easter 

And the joy of springtime 

Fill your life with  

Happiness 

mailto:Mathew.homewood@gmail.com
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THE CLERGY HOUSE 

As a charity, we rely for income on membership fees, donations and 

legacies, and revenue raised from our commercial operations. 

At the Clergy House we are expected to play our part in raising money 

for the ongoing upkeep and conservation of the house and garden. 

There are many ways in which we do this including selling second hand 

books, running events throughout the year and selling raffle tickets. 

Also each time we sell a membership at the property we are able to 

keep some of the money for the Clergy House. If you were thinking about 

becoming a member of the Trust, why not pop over and join here 

knowing that a proportion of your money will directly support your local 

property. 

Membership really is such great value and when you join you receive: 

Free entry to over 500 special places 

Free parking at most National Trust car parks 

National Trust Handbook full of ideas to help you plan a visit 

National Trust Magazine sent to you three times a year 

Regular newsletters sent straight to your inbox 

Also last month the Trust launched a new membership to encourage the 

next generation of nature and heritage lovers for just £10 a year 

(available for 5 to 17 year olds). 

We are all very excited that our project of reinterpreting the Parlour is 

now complete. We have used historical records to try to show how the 

previous vicar Hugh Walker would have lived here with his family in the 

1600s. We have been able to do this thanks to our supporters at Seaford 

National Trust Association who kindly donated money towards the 

project. 

We hope that you will come and visit us soon. 

Lynne Pilcher, Administrator, Alfriston Clergy House 

ALFRISTON LIGHTS 

For 4 evenings from Weds 28th November to Sat 1st December the outer 

walls and inside of St Andrew’s church will be lit up with an amazing light 

show.   

Keep the dates and ‘watch this space’ for more information. 



 

 

Alfriston Wealth 
Management 

 
• Tax efficient Investment 

Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning and 

Pensions Auto-enrolment 
• Life Cover and Income 

Protection 
 1 North Street, 
 Alfriston, East Sussex, 
 BN26 5UG  

Telephone:  01323 871489 
www.sjpp.co.uk/alfriston 
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Dear all  

Finally Spring is here!  Some of our children have been to Forest School at Friston 

Forest (many thanks to the Sussex Wildlife Trust for organising this for us!) and are 

now experts in making wooden necklaces, fire-starting and den making!    

We’ve also had a brilliant day with the creative team from Berwick village church 

creating props and scenery for our puppet performance.  Again, thank you for 

letting the children join in with this, they have loved it!  

It was Waste Week last week, and the student eco-team surveyed all the 

lunchboxes at school and were impressed to see lots of reusable pots and 

recyclable packaging.  We also compost our fruit and vegetable waste, in the 

spirit of a true rural school!  

Finally, as a reminder, please remember the return of the Alfriston Festival 

Weekend over the August Bank Holiday, raising money for the Friends of Alfriston 

School and other local charities.  The programme will be finalised soon.  Please 

contact Yvonne on 871.819 or Sylvia on 871.188 if you would like to run a stall or 

get involved in any way.   Thank you!   

As always, please get in contact if you need us: 

friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com  

 

Kind regards  - Yvonne and the Friends of Alfriston School Committee 

 UPDATE FROM ALFRISTON SCHOOL 

mailto:friendsofalfristonschool@gmail.com
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There is no mistaking the kingfisher. Mostly all we see is a flash of brilliant blue as it 

dashes along river or brook and is gone. 

In the words of Frederick William Faber: 

"There came 

Swift as a meteor's shining flame 

A kingfisher from out the brake 

And almost seemed to leave a wake 

Of brilliant hues behind." 

As the bird is notoriously secretive and rather rare this is a double joy. 

Alas, we humans cannot seem to "kiss a joy as it flies" (Blake) and hence, over the 

ages taxidermists have struggled to capture beauty of the bird. "Vanity of 

vanities" and doomed to failure! The manner in which the kingfisher's feathers 

catch the light and reflect back the blues and reddy browns is such that it 

depends on living cells in the plumage. Once life is extinguished beauty fades. 

In Latin the bird is Alcedo atthis; Alcedo, which names the bird, comes from the 

Greek Alkuon, deriving in turn from Hals (the sea)  and kuon (to conceive). Form 

this we come to halcyon the poets name for a kingfisher. 

We think, of course, of halcyon days as days of wine and roses; those seemingly 

endless summer holidays of childhood: that perfect day defined by Simon Drew 

as "sun shining, birds singing, mower broken"! We do necessarily think of 

December. 

Alcyone is the name of a goddess sacred to the Aeolians, a seafaring people of 

the Mediterranean. She is said, by some sources, to be a daughter of Aeolus, god 

of the winds, whose appeasement is surely crucial to sailors. Thus, it is said, that 

the kingfisher has the power to quell the storm; curious for a bird that rarely fares 

over the sea. The story goes that the kingfisher makes her nest from fish bones 

which she floats upon sea for the seven days prior to, and the seven days 

following the winter solstice. In the words of Joshua Sylvester: 

"So long as there her quiet couch she keeps, 

Sicilian sea exceeding calmly sleeps, 

For Aeolus, fearing to drown her brood, 

Keeps home the while, and troubles not the flood." 

The Mediterranean is often calm around this time. 

 

Tim Beech 

NOTES FROM THE RIVERBANK  - THE KINGFISHER 



 

 

LEWES SURGERY     RINGMER SURGERY 

01273 473232                   01273 814590 

WOODINGDEAN SURGERY 

01273 302609 

LAUGHTON EQUINE CLINIC 

01323 815120 

Please see our website for further details and special offers www.cliffevets.co.uk 
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CHURCH REGISTERS 

IN MEMORIAM “Behold I make all things new” 

14 February 

23 February 

1st March 

Elizabeth Woodhead (ashes) (A) 

Jean Harmer (A) 

Caroline Savage (A) 

We all know black is the church colour for funerals.  But how many of us know the 

significance of the various others colours and when they are displayed.  There are 

four others ….. give up? 

White (donating purity) is used on all the great festivals. 

Red is used on the feasts of the martyrs and Whitsuntide. 

Violet is used in Advent and Lent. 

Green is the colour that is used most often.  It signifies renewal and is the colour 

for Sundays and weekdays having no special significance in the Church 

Calendar.   

The colours are reflected in the vestments of the priest during celebration of the 

Holy Eucharist and in the hangings of the church including the 

altar frontals and pulpit falls.   

Susan de Angeli    

COLOURS IN CHURCH 

Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow; the same 

everlasting Father who cares for you today will care for you tomorrow 

and every day.  Either He will shield you from suffering, or He will give 

you unfailing strength to bear it.  Be at peace, then, put aside all 

anxious thoughts and imaginations, and say continually: “The Lord is 

my strength and my shield; my heart has trusted in Him and I am 

helped.  He is not only with me but in me and I in him.” 

Francis de Salles 1567-1622 



 

 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS 

We are currently in the season when churches hold their AGMs or Annual 

Church Meetings. It's an important opportunity for the church to come 

together, to celebrate its life over the past year and look forward to the 

future. There is important business to do, i.e. elect churchwardens, PCC 

and Deanery Synod members, as well as receiving the church reports and 

accounts.   Anyone can attend these meetings although you will only get 

a chance to vote if you are on the Electoral Register for that church.  The 

Annual meetings for our church are: 

Alfriston 21st April  at Deans Place 10am for 10.15am 

West Dean 17th April in the Church 7.30pm 

 

Billy Graham, the American Evangelist died in February.  Here are a few of 

his quotes: 

I've read the last page of the Bible, it's all going to turn out all right. 

It is the Holy Spirit's job to convict, God's job to judge and my job to love. 

My home is in Heaven. I'm just traveling through this world. 

God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it 

was God saying to the world, 'I love you.' 

There is nothing wrong with men possessing riches. The wrong comes when 

riches possess men. 

Take one day at a time. Today, after all, is the tomorrow you worried about 

yesterday. 

Knowing we will be with Christ forever far outweighs our burdens today! 

Keep your eyes on eternity. 

Tears shed for self are tears of weakness, but tears shed for others are a sign 

of strength.  

 

THOUGHTFUL WORDS 
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Sat 31 Cricket Club Coffee Morning  - WMH  - (p.8) 10—12.00 

Sat 31  - 

Sun 1 
Easter Fun!  - OCC  - (p.25) 10.30-4.00pm 

Thur 5 CV Horticultural Society  - WMH  - (p.7) 7.30 pm 

Fri  6 Mobile Library - Deans Road 1.30-2.00 pm 

Sat  7 
Cuckmere Meanderers—meet at Market Cross 

Twinning Games  - WMH  - (p.13) 

2.00 pm 

4.00 pm 

Tue  10 Knit and Knatter  at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

Mon  16 Alfriston Parish Council Meeting - AWMH 7.15 pm 

Tue 17 
Men’s Breakfast - Chestnuts 

W.I. - OCC (p.5) 

8.30 am 

2.00 pm 

Thur 19 ACV Historical Society  - Deans Place  - (p.21) 7.30 pm 

Tue 24 Prayers for the World  - OCC 2.00-3.00 pm 

Fri 27 Mobile Library - Deans Road 1.30-2.00 pm 

Sat 28 

Talk by Author  - St Andrew’s Church  - (p.13) 
Curry & Quiz Night  - Litlington  - (p.8) 
Jane Green presentation  - Ringmer  - (p.18) 
 

3.00 pm 
7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Mon Art Club in AWMH 2 - 4.30 pm 

Tues Bell Ringing at St. Andrew’s Church 7.15 pm 

Tue 1st 3rd 4th The Octaves - OCC 7.15 pm 

Weds OCC Coffee Circle 10 - 12 noon  

Weds Yoga in the School Hall 4.30 - 5.45 pm 

Weds Short Mat Bowls in AWMH 7 pm 

Thurs 2nd & 4th Bridge Club AWMH 2.00 pm 

Thurs Coffee Mornings in Litlington Village Hall 11 am 

Fri Falun Gong  exercises OCC 10 am 

Fri Yoga in AWMH 1.45 - 3.00 pm 

Fri Chair based Exercise at Abbeyfield 3.30 pm 

DIARY FOR  APRIL 2018 



 

 

JIM HALL 
PRIVATE HIRE 

LONG DISTANCE DRIVER 
AIRPORTS/SEAPORTS 

 Reliable   Efficient   Trustworthy 

 FULL WEALDEN LICENCE     ENHANCED DBS CHECKED 

 Tel: 01323 871387         Mobile: 07964 556801     
E: jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk 

 BASED IN ALFRISTON 

 

The Tye  Alfriston  BN26 5TL 

www.oldchapelcentre.com 

Tel 01323 870536 

 Newly refurbished with excellent facilities 
including kitchen & servery 

 Ideal for a wide range of functions 

 Licensed for Wedding Services 

 Fully equipped for 80 – 100 people 

 Disabled access and limited private parking 

mailto:jameshall27@hotmail.co.uk

